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THIS ISSUE:
Helping your 
children cope

Find out how you can help 

your children understand 

and cope with their 

experiences during and 

after the hurricane.

Wednesday Potluck
This fall we will continue to 

hold potluck dinners to stay 

connected as a church family, 

friends, and neighbors 

during this time of recovery.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

We were able to enjoy our new bells for the first time last Sunday. They will peal each 
hour from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the week, and on Sundays they will peal at the be-
ginning of each service. The carillon will play hymns between services. Thank you to 
all who made this addition to St. Peter's possible.

The sound of bells rings out over St. Peter's



Dear Friends, 
I have known Rev. Jack Matkin for many 

years and his family for even longer. Here is 
an article from Houston Chronicle reporter 
Kirk Sides about him and his church following 
the flood. He speaks some truths that we all 
should remember.

Sitting in the hallway of the First United 
Methodist Church in Dickinson, Senior Pastor 
Jack Matkin sat in an easy chair as he took a 
break from the work being completed around 
him.

Loud bangs filled the air as workers used 
sledge hammers to remove water-logged drywall 
in hallways, classrooms, and offices. Steel tools used to remove tile screeched 
and scraped as the steel dug into the concrete foundation beneath as volun-
teers chiseled away at the floor tiles in an entry.

A chainsaw growled in the sanctuary as church pews contaminated by 
filthy, brackish water were cut into manageable chunks so that they could be 
carried away and discarded. The air was heavy with fumes, dust and the smell 
of bleach and disinfectant cleaners.

The church, now located on FM 517 in Dickinson, has served the Dickinson 
area since 1876, with the original building having been destroyed in the Galves-
ton hurricane of 1900.

The church sustained damage as flood waters from Dickinson Bayou and 
Clear Creek filled hallways and the main sanctuary.

As the flood water receded, volunteer workers responded to provide what-
ever manpower was needed to get the church back on its feet in time for a 
worship service to be held in a makeshift sanctuary on Sept. 2. By 11 a.m. Satur-
day, as many as 50 volunteers including church members and persons outside 
the church reported to work bringing tools, food, and supplies.

Choking back tears, Matkin said "a lesson in life that we need to learn is the 
stuff we have is just stuff. What is important are the human beings in our life, 
the relationships that we have, the opportunity to love God and to love others. 
These last few days have ended up showing how our people love each other."

Speaking of his congregation, Matkin said, "We have a history with great 
storms. But we also have a history of overcoming the wind and the rain and 
the water, and we'll do that again."

To the message Jack speaks in this article, I can only say, AMEN!
Blessings, 
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

Lessons from the storm

Pat

Enjoy a night out while 
your kids have fun at 

church with friends and ac-
tivities. Our next Parents’ 
Night Out is Oct. 6 from 
6-9 p.m. for children from 
birth through fifth grade. 

Check-in is in the Nurs-
ery. Dinner and activities 
will be provided for chil-
dren ages 2 and up. For 
children younger than 2, 
bring your child’s dinner 
when you drop them off. 

The cost is $20 for the 
first child and $30 for two 
or more children. Register 
at stpkaty.org. Church 
member registration is 
Sept. 18 – Oct. 4. Commu-
nity registration is Sept. 25 
– Oct. 4. Space is limited, 
and refunds will not be 
offered after registration is 
closed. 

For information, con-
tact Nursery Coordinator 
Amanda McDaniel at (281) 
492-8031 or amcdaniel@
stpkaty.org.

Ready for
a night out?
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Church Council
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 26
 7 p.m., E106

All church members are 
welcome to attend.

Hurricane Harvey Recovery
If you need help, 

please call (281) 492-8031, 
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

If you can volunteer to help others, 
please visit stpkaty.org to let us know.

The flood waters may have receded, but the 
need for fellowship and being a neighbor 

will never run dry! Join us each Wednesday 
night this fall from 5:30-7 p.m. in Lott Hall for 
dinner as our community continues the recov-
ery process. 

If you were affected by the flood, the only 
thing you need to bring is an appetite. If you 
were not directly affected, then you are asked 
to bring a dish to share with those who were. Jesus said “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” Come be a part of the Art of Neighboring!

Dine with us on Wednesdays

Many of our children have gone 
through a difficult time. As par-

ents, grandparents, and teachers, we 
may have questions about how our 
children respond to such stress and 
how their behavior might reflect that. 

To provide you with information 
about how you can help them, we in-
vite you to join us on Wednesday, Oct. 
11, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Asbury Hall. 

Children and students are invited 
to join our Wednesday night activities 
while their parents attend the Oct. 11 
meeting. 

For information, contact Kim Poer 
at kmpoer@stpkaty.org.

Five hundred years ago, 
Martin Luther wrote his 

Ninety-Five Theses pro-
testing certain practices of 
the church, sparking the 
Protestant movement. 

As we remember this 
anniversary of the Prot-
estant Reformation, the 
Pathfinders Sunday School 
class will have a three-
week study (Oct. 1, 15, 
and 22) of Luther and his 
work, the culture at that 
time, and the results of the 
Reformation, taught by 
retired minister Dr. Mark 
Adams. 

On Sept. 24 we will 
continue watching the 
movie “Luther.” On Oct. 
29, we will have a covered-
dish brunch to celebrate 
Protestantism’s 500th 
anniversary. Everyone is 
invited to join us for these 
events.

Luther @ 500

Helping kids cope after the storms
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Are you thinking about 
joining St. Peter’s? Do 

you want to know more 
about this church and the 
United Methodist Church? 
If so, you are invited to 
attend Pizza With the Pas-
tors the first Sunday of the 
month at 12:15 p.m. in E106. 
Note that this is a date 
change. 

For more information, 
please contact Patty Camp-
bell at pcampbell@stpkaty.
org or (281) 492-8031.

New date for
Pizza With 
the Pastors

St. Peter’s has a new website! We’re still at stpkaty.org, but we have a 
new look that reflects our one church with three venues. When you 

first go to the site, you will see our landing page. Here you have the oppor-
tunity to select a worship venue. Once you have done this, you will be on 
that venue’s home page. We invite you to explore the different headings at 
the top, as well as scroll down to see worship times, Sunday School or Life 
Group information, and sermons. 

For church members, the most relevant information will be found at the 
bottom of each page. There you can register for events, access the calen-
dar, sign in to the member login (formerly mystpkaty), give online, read the 
newsletter, or find policies and forms.

Our new design was created to allow people who are looking for a 
church home to easily find the information they need to connect with St. 
Peter’s. For church members, the website along with our newsletter, wor-
ship bulletins, Friday e-mails, and Facebook page are great ways to stay 
informed about the life of our church.

Check out our new website

City by the Bay Tour. The 
KEYS will be touring Texas 
City on Oct. 18. Cost is $10 
per person plus lunch. Our 
guided tour will include 
the Texas City Museum, 
Galveston County Model 
Railroad Club, Heritage 
Park with vintage homes, 
Memorial Park, and the 
Texas City Dike. Lunch will 
be at The Reef seafood 
restaurant. The bus will 
leave St. Peter’s at 8 a.m. 
and return at 5 p.m. For 
more information or to 
sign up, stop by the Infor-
mation Desk in the Lobby 
or call Barbara Allen at 
(281) 396-4915.

Do you like to play baseball, toss beanbags, or throw snow balls?  If so, 
join the volunteers who provide the fun at The Gathering. Senior adult 

care receivers at The Gathering enjoy games, crafts, exercise, music, Bingo, 
and lunch while their caregivers have some time to themselves. Volunteers, 
both men and women, make this important ministry possible. 

The Gathering meets the fourth Wednesday of the month from Septem-
ber through May at 10 a.m. in Asbury Hall. If you can add smiles and friend-
ship to The Gathering, please call Peggy Woodward at (281) 578-5760.

Gathering volunteers provide fun for seniors



Don’t miss the 27th Annual Pick-a-dilly Craft Fair Oct. 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
More than 100 vendors will bring home décor and holiday items, food, 

clothes, jewelry, and more to this event that benefits United Methodist Wom-
en mission projects. There will also be a bake sale and the popular Pumpkin 
Patch. Admission is free. Please come out and support UMW missions.

Pick-a-dilly Craft Fair

5

PRAYERS

Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, 

Dennis Bowling, Gordon Buff-

ington, David Burrough, Claire 

Cook, Lorkeshia Davis, Faunelle 

Deaton, Jenifer Franklin, Joe 

Hawkins, Mary Ruth Heger, 

Art Henderson, Mike Ibarguen, 

Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann 

Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Kathy Pow-

ell, Virginia Reper, Katherine 

Sadowski, Fay Smith, Teresa 

Steele, Annabelle Turner, and 

Sharon Van Huss.

SYMPATHY

To Dakota Frederickson and 

family on the death of her 

mother, Lisa Stoner.

To Jane Shomette and family on 

the death of her sister.

PRAYERS 

FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 

Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 

John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 

Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 

Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 

Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greis-

meyer, Stephen Travis Harding, 

Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake 

Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan 

O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Mat-

thew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn 

Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel, 

Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 

Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John 

Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo 

Speas, Jason Steele, William J. 

Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

September 10
Hurricane Relief Volunteers 118 
Traditional Worship
8:30 155           
9:45 187
11:00 320
The Element/West Campus
9:45 85
11:00 100 
SPLASH      65
TOTAL  1,030 

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

September 17
Traditional Worship
8:30 170      
9:45 211
11:00 368
The Element
9:45 75
11:00 125
SPLASH      72 
West Campus     51
West Campus Kids      22
TOTAL 1,094

Trunk or Treat will be Oct. 25 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the parking lot by the 
ballfield. This annual event will feature decorated trunks, candy, games, 

food trucks, inflatable Twister, dunking booth, popcorn, sno cones, and 
more. This free event is open to everyone. Please remember to bring 
money to purchase food from the food trucks. Come and enjoy a fun and 
safe place to wear your costumes and enjoy fun with friends.

If you are interested in hosting a trunk, please contact Natalie Clark at 
nataliecmarkey@gmail.com.  We also need volunteers to help with Trunk 
or Treat and donations of candy. If you can help, please contact Whitney 
Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org. 

Trunk or Treat

Please mark your calendar for the Fall Family Festival sponsored by the 
Early Childhood Development Center on Oct. 14 from 3-6 p.m. We will 

have pony rides, a petting zoo, balloon artists, face painting, inflatables, 
games, carousel, cake walk, food, and more. Cash and credit cards will be 
accepted for all attractions. All proceeds go directly to ECDC to benefit our 
children. Invite your friends and family for this fall celebration!

Fall Family Festival

Coming This Fall
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Investing in marriage and 
building family are some 

of the greatest callings that 
have been bestowed upon 
us. Karen Stubbs, of Birds 
on a Wire Ministries, and 
her husband Greg will share 
their personal experience 
and insight to inspire you to 
Make It Count. 

Mothers of Young 
Children will host this free 
event Sept. 29 from 6 to 9 
p.m. in Lott Hall. Register 
at stpkaty.org. Everyone is 
welcome to join us. 

We will be accepting 
donations for Hurricane 
Harvey relief at the door.

Make It Count

Human Trafficking. All 
women are invited to a talk 
by Samantha Hernandez 
on “Ending Human Traffick-
ing.” We will meet Oct. 4 at 
10 a.m. in E106. Please join 
us to hear about this timely 
and important subject. 

St. Peter’s is seeking a part-time curriculum coordinator for Children’s Min-
istries to work 25 hours per week. The coordinator supports the West 

Campus on Sundays and is in the office during the week preparing for Sunday 
morning. Education requirements include childhood development or an educa-
tion degree or background. 

Applicants should be able to multitask, problem-solve, organize, and work 
in a busy environment and be available on Sundays at our West Campus. If 
you are outgoing, creative, love working in a high-energy space, and have the 
desire to support our growing Children’s Ministries, we want to talk with you. 
Please submit your resume to ebucher@stpkaty.org for consideration.

Welcome to our new members
John, Denise, and Jack Dorris 
Jonathan and Carrie Richard

Gerry Smith
Hunter Stiles
Joo Hee Suh

Job opening for Children's Coordinator 
available at West Campus

We are hosting training for our children’s Sunday School volunteers on 
Oct. 1 at 12:15 p.m. in Asbury East. We also will have Safe Sanctuary 

training for anyone who needs to renew their certification and for anyone 
who will be volunteering with children or students in the next year. Child 
care is available by contacting Amanda McDaniel at amcdaniel@stpkaty.
org. For information, contact Elizabeth Bucher at ebucher@stpkaty.org.

Training set for Sunday School volunteers, 
Safe Sanctuary certification on Oct. 1

At Mothers’ Share Group, we are building community through a time 
of refreshment, encouragement, and creativity for moms. We invite 

all moms to join us Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in E221. Childcare is pro-
vided. For more information, contact Taranne Deci at motherssharegroup@
gmail.com or find us on Facebook at MothersShare.

Mothers' Share Group
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Sept. 25 – Oct. 1
MONDAY

Exodus 17:1-7
TUESDAY

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
WEDNESDAY

Philippians 2:1-13
THURSDAY

Matthew 21:23-32
FRIDAY

Amos 5:18-24
SATURDAY
Psalm 24
SUNDAY

1 John 2:12-17

Oct. 2 – 8
MONDAY

Exodus 20:1-20
TUESDAY

Isaiah 5:1-7
WEDNESDAY

Philippians 3:2-16
THURSDAY

Matthew 21:33-46
FRIDAY

1 Kings 1:22-31
SATURDAY
Psalm 65
SUNDAY

Galatians 3:23-29

Daily
Bible

Reading
Wednesday Night Dinners

Each Wednesday this fall, we will gather together as neighbors, friends, and 
church family to share food and fellowship with potluck suppers. Join us in Lott 
Hall from 5:30–7 p.m., and bring your favorite dish to share. If you are unable to 
bring a dish, join us anyway as we practice the art of neighboring! No registration is 
required. 
Children’s Bell Choir

We are starting a children’s bell choir this fall under the leadership of Carol 
Mungavin who has 35 years of experience in playing and directing children and 
adult handbell choirs. Children in grades 3, 4, and 5 are invited to be a part of this 
new music group. Rehearsals are from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in S101.  For more informa-
tion, contact Carol Mungavin at (821) 546-8317.
KIDS JAM Children’s Choirs

KIDS JAM children’s choirs have started a new season, and we invite all chil-
dren age 4 through fifth grade to join us at 6:30 p.m. in E221. You can sign up at 
stpkaty.org. We also ask adults to please prayerfully consider volunteering with 
KIDS JAM. Contact Jana Ellsworth at jellsworth@stpkaty.org to volunteer.
Make an IMPACT 

IMPACT, for children age 3 through fifth grade, meets from 6:30-7:30 p.m. We 
have Bible studies, Bible lessons, crafts, music, peer interaction, and homework time. 
Children are grouped into three levels: preschool, kindergarten-second grade, and 
third-fifth grade. Preschool meets in E120 and elementary meets in E224.
Rooted: Junior High Fellowship

Rooted is our midweek Bible study for junior high students. We meet from 6-8 
p.m. in the Wesley Student Center for food, fellowship, games, and small group 
Bible study. Students are led by our high school leadership team. Pizza is served 
each week and costs $3.
33 The Series: Men's Bible Application Study

This year-round class is designed to inspire and equip men to pursue authentic 
manhood as modeled by Jesus Christ in His 33 years on earth. We meet in S101 at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Guy Brasseux at brasso@sbcglobal.net to let him know you'd 
like to attend so he can purchase enough books. You will pay for your book in 
class. No registration necessary. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study

Join this on-going group for men and women at any time throughout the 
year. This group, which meets at 6:30 p.m. in S205, will be studying different 6- to 
8-week studies all through the year. This group is currently studying the Gospel 
of John. No matter if you are just beginning to study the Bible or if you have vast 
knowledge, this class is perfect for you. No registration necessary. 
Fellowship for Moms

Fellowship for Moms is for mothers of children of all ages and stages. We will 
meet beginning Sept. 27 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Asbury East throughout the school 
calendar year. Our goal is to offer fellowship and support for the daily trials and 
joys of motherhood. We will participate in studies from various authors beginning 
with Mom Core by Karen Stubbs.
Chancel Choir

Share the gift of music by joining our adult Chancel Choir. The choir sings each 
Sunday in the traditional worship services at 9:45 and 11 a.m. as well as presents 
several special performances during the year such as their Christmas concert and 
Messiah Singalong. Rehearsals are at 7 p.m. in the Ellis Music Suite. Contact David 
Galasso at dgalasso@stpkaty.org for information.

More information about ministries, studies, and activities at St. Peter’s can be 
found at stpkaty.org. 

Wednesday Nights at St. Peter's



St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Tuesday, Sept. 26
7:00 p.m. Church Council E106
 Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, Sept. 27
10:00 a.m. The Gathering Asbury Hall
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter's
Thursday, Sept. 28
9:30 a.m. Mothers' Share Group E221
6:00 p.m. GriefShare Group S101
Friday, Sept. 29
6:00 p.m. Make It Count Lott Hall
 Friday Night Friends E221
Sunday, Oct. 1
12:15 p.m. Pizza With the Pastors E106
 Children's Volunteer Training Asbury East
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support S205
Tuesday, Oct. 3
6:00 p.m. Smocks for Life Asbury Hall
Wednesday, Oct. 4
10:00 a.m. United Methodist Women E106
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter's
Thursday, Oct. 5
9:30 a.m. Mothers' Share Group E221
6:00 p.m. GriefShare Group S101
Friday, Oct. 6
6:00 p.m. Parents' Night Out Nursery
Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 9:45 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 meeting with The Element

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

On Sunday, Oct. 8, we will 

celebrate 40 years of 

ministry at St. Peter’s. Everyone 

will worship together in the 

Sanctuary at 9 and 11 a.m. 

One of our former pastors, 

Charles Millikan, will preach, 

and worship music will be 

provided by many of our music 

groups and worship bands. 

Please mark your calendar 

for this special event in the life 

of St. Peter’s.

St. Peter’s 
40th Anniversary 

Celebration


