
 

CONNECTION
St. Peter’s

VOL. 8, No. 4
October 6, 2017

Connecting the World with God’s Love

THIS ISSUE:
Men's Voices

in Concert
Our men's groups will pres-

ent this concert of sacred 

and secular music on Sunday, 

Oct. 15, at 6 p.m.

The pumpkins
are coming!

Help us unload a truck full of 

pumpkins for the Pumpkin 

Patch this Sunday, Oct. 8, at 

12:30 p.m. We will have pizza 

for all our volunteers.
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St. Peter’s response to Harvey was immediate and far reaching. Early 
in the response, members of the Mission Team, Disaster Response 

Team, and laity and staff mobilized to administer aid in a variety of forms 
to families impacted by the flooding. Following are some of the actions 
taken by St. Peter’s for its members, guests, and the community and 
what we have planned in the future. 
What we have done

The immediate response was to identify which members of our 
church family were directly affected by flooding. Our church family 

This report on our Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts was presented by the 
Missions Team at a recent Church Council meeting.

Hurricane Harvey response



Dear Friends, 
Ephesians 4:16 states “…from whom the 

whole body, joined and knit together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each 
part is working properly, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love.”

As we celebrate the 40th Anniversary of 
St. Peter’s United Methodist Church, we are 
remembering the work of so many people 
over those years. To become the great church 
that St. Peter’s is, it has taken contributions 
from every leader, every pastor, every as-
sociate pastor, and every staff member. I am 
grateful to be a part of what St. Peter’s is do-
ing to connect the world with God’s love.

I came across an illustration that points out the significance of everyone 
contributing to the ministry Christ has called us to do.

“I am going to paint the house,” said a big can of paint waiting, already 
mixed, in the workroom. “No, I am going to paint it!” the paintbrush assert-
ed, bristling with indignation.

“You are, are you?” sneered the ladder lying against the wall. “How 
far will you get without me?” Just then the painter, who overheard these 
self-confident remarks, ventured to put in a word. “Perhaps I’d better take 
a holiday,” he said quietly. “I wonder if the house would be painted by the 
time I got back.” Each one of us contributes to the building of the church. 
Each of us has a talent to be used for the glory of God.

The moral of this story is that we must work together for the enrich-
ment of Christ’s kingdom. Each one of us contributes to the building of this 
kingdom. Each one of us is needed. Every contribution counts. The task may 
be large or small; it doesn’t matter. Each task is important. Each of us has a 
talent to be used for the glory of God.

Blessings, 
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

Working together as St. Peter's

Pat

Men's Voices
in Concert

Too many men don’t 
know how to answer 

the question “who am I as 
a man?” As a result, they 
often end up settling for a 
“less-than” life. Authentic 
Manhood: 33 The Series 
applies biblical insights to 
what it means to be an 
authentic man. The study 
points men to a gospel-
centered vision of life that 
sets them up to enjoy 
God’s grace as they pursue 
the promises of His Word. 
During this course, we 
will focus on Our Design, 
Our Story, Our Traps, Our 
Work, Our Marriage and 
Our Parenting. You are 
invited to join this group 
starting Nov. 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
in S209. For information, 
contact Guy Brasseux at 
brasso@sbcglobal.net.

The Men’s Ensemble 
and the Glory Bound 

Quartet will present Men’s 
Voices in Concert and 
Hymn Sing, Sunday, Oct. 
15, at 6 p.m. in the Sanc-
tuary. The program will 
include both sacred and 
secular favorites, including 
“I’ll Fly Away,” “If I Were a 
Rich Man,” and “America.” 
Please join us as the men 
share this great gift of 
music.

Authentic 
Manhood

Help make our annual Pumpkin Patch a success by volunteering to 
unload pumpkins Sunday, Oct. 8, at 12:30 p.m. We'll have plenty of 

pizza for our volunteers. You also can help by staffing the Pumpkin Patch 
Oct. 9-31. Sign up for a two-hour shift at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f084da9af29a46-pumpkin4 or by contacting Heather at hharmison@
stpkaty.org or (281) 944-4929. Or bring your friends and neighbors and buy 
pumpkins. Proceeds benefit the high school seniors’ mission trip to Jamaica.

The pumpkins arrive this Sunday!

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084da9af29a46-pumpkin4
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084da9af29a46-pumpkin4
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Harvey response continued from page 1

includes members, guests, Early Childhood Development Center teachers 
and families, and relatives of those groups. We identified 193 families who 
had to evacuate their homes. Of those, 122 experienced flooding of some 
sort. Most of these families were helped by members and volunteers of the 
church. Others received help from other churches, volunteer groups, Boy 
Scout troops, and individual volunteers who went out into the community.

The Scout House was turned into a supply depot with items including 
food and water, clothing and hygiene products, cleaning supplies, bedding, 
baby food, and much more. Over the course of four days, 1,100 to 1,500 
families received supplies from the Scout House. After we moved items 
from the Scout House, we continued to serve through the main church of-
fice more than 150 families needing flood buckets, packing material, clean-
ing supplies, food, and water. We received donations from Longview; the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area (coordinated by Brian Lehrman and Pioneer Natu-
ral Resources); New Braunfels; Advantage Solutions in San Antonio; and 
Alpharetta, Ga., courtesy of Mountain Motor Sports and the Vaca Team. 
Donations also arrived from Holy Covenant UMC in Katy, UMCOR, the Texas 
Annual Conference, and countless others who helped meet the need. 

Very early, it was determined that children were going to need special 
care and attention as they deal with the uncertainty of the events surround-
ing Harvey and its impact. Asbury Hall was turned into a supply center for 
children and families to come and pick out toys, games, books, stuffed ani-
mals, dolls, school supplies, baby items, and more. More than 500 families 
came during a six-day period and received items to help their children feel 
like children. 

We created and delivered 85 child relief kits to the members of St. Pe-
ter’s we had identified, provided boxes of toys and supplies to five elemen-
tary schools in the Katy and Houston area and three flooded preschools, 
sent 15 boxes of books to Creech Elementary for them to use in their new 
temporary facility, had special needs sensory bags available and distributed 
to children with a variety of special needs, and provided a van full of school 
supplies to two elementary schools. In the weeks after we handed out sup-
plies in Asbury, more than 250 child relief kits were given to those in need. 
Also, two groups came to get toys to use as they dressed as Santa and 
visited children in shelters across Houston and southeast Texas. The Krause 
Children’s Center also received supplies for the children they serve. 

It wasn’t just the Disaster Response Team that stepped up and helped. 
Sunday school classes and other groups such as the Chancel Choir, Boy 
Scout troops, and Children’s Ministries identified areas where they could be 
in service. From packing and mucking and gutting houses, helping families 
move, clearing debris, delivering hundreds of bottles of water to victims 
and volunteers, cooking meals, and creating blessing bags, groups from all 
over the church answered the call to be the hands and feet of Christ. 

First Baptist Church Bevil Oaks in Beaumont experienced total flooding 
of their church and the homes of every member of their congregation. We 
delivered diapers, food, formula, bedding, toys, and school supplies to this 
congregation. We are also working with this church to supply them with the 

Many of our children 
have gone through 

a difficult time during and 
after Harvey. As parents, 
grandparents, and teach-
ers, we may have questions 
about how our children 
respond to such stress and 
how their behavior might 
reflect that. To provide you 
with information about 
how you can help them, 
we invite you to join us on 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Asbury 
Hall. Children and students 
are invited to join our 
Wednesday night activities 
while their parents attend 
the Oct. 11 meeting. 

For information, con-
tact Kim Poer at kmpoer@
stpkaty.org.

Led by Cathy Hein, LCSW, 
this group will focus on 

providing a safe place for 
adults to share their stories 
about the storm and pro-
cess their emotions. Join us 
Oct. 17 at 7 p.m. in E106. 

For information, con-
tact Kim Poer at kmpoer@
stpkaty.org. 

Helping kids cope

Hope after 
Harvey

continued on page 4
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City by the Bay Tour. The 
KEYS will be touring Texas 
City on Oct. 18. Cost is $10 
per person plus lunch. Our 
guided tour will include 
the Texas City Museum, 
Galveston County Model 
Railroad Club, Heritage 
Park with vintage homes, 
Memorial Park, and the 
Texas City Dike. Lunch will 
be at The Reef seafood 
restaurant. The bus will 
leave St. Peter’s at 8 a.m. 
and return at 5 p.m. For 
more information or to 
sign up, stop by the Infor-
mation Desk in the Lobby 
or call Barbara Allen at 
(281) 396-4915.

clothes we still have once their church is able to house supplies. We have 
also put a church in Beaumont in contact with them as they were looking for 
a church to partner with during the recovery effort. This church will be work-
ing to help get the walls and drywall back up in the Bevil Oaks church.

Through a generous donation from the humanitarian arm of Campus 
Crusades for Christ, we were given 575 stuffed Olaf dolls that we were able 
to send to children across the city in need. And yes we got rid of almost all 
of the Olaf dolls!

More than 100 meals have been delivered to families, volunteers, first 
responders, and shelters by members of St. Peter’s. As the families who 
were flooded out of their homes begin settling into temporary housing, the 
need is still there. We have a volunteer who is working with those families to 
coordinate meal trains so they are able to recover and worry about one less 
thing. 

We have purchased more than 100 Bibles and are handing them out to 
adults, teens, and children who 
are no longer in their homes and 
lost the majority of their belong-
ings to water damage. Cokesbury 
Publishing House generously 
slashed the prices of three kinds 
of Bibles for teens and children 
to almost free, so we are able 
to offer every child on our list a 
Bible. We have also handed out 

adult Bibles to a handful of members and others whose Bibles were de-
stroyed in the flood.  

Through the generosity of our members, more than $2,000 in Walmart 
and HEB gift cards were donated and are being handed out to those in 
need. 

More than 150 pounds of travel-size toiletries were donated to St. Pe-
ter’s from a special needs school in Colorado, and we were able to give 
those to Hope Impacts to use in hygiene kits for the homeless men, women, 
and children affected by the flood. Through the donation of travel-sized toi-
letries from the Scout House donations, volunteers were able to make 250 
hygiene kits, which were delivered to Bevil Oaks along with the other items 
mentioned above. 

Through contact with those flooded and members looking to donate, 
we have been able to match four families in need of housing with mem-
bers willing to open their doors. We also have been able to coordinate the 
delivery of donated furniture to families as they move into their temporary 
housing. 

Through a member’s contact, we assisted a group of single mothers 
who were evacuated from Channelview and placed in temporary housing in 
Katy. We provided diapers, wipes, formula, strollers, car seats, toys, games, 
school supplies, medical supplies, clothing, food, water, and more to help 
these mothers and children as they recover from the storm. 

Don’t miss the 27th An-
nual Pick-a-dilly Craft 

Fair Oct. 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. More than 100 vendors 
will bring home décor and 
holiday items, food, clothes, 
jewelry, and more to this 
event that benefits United 
Methodist Women mission 
projects. There will also be 
a bake sale and the popular 
Pumpkin Patch. Admission 
is free. Please come out and 
support UMW missions.

Pick-a-dilly 
Craft Fair

continued on page 5

Harvey response continued from page 3
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PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Den-
nis Bowling, Gordon Buffington, 
David Burrough, Claire Cook, 
Lorkeshia Davis, Jenifer Frank-
lin, Joe Hawkins, Mary Ruth He-
ger, Art Henderson, Brian Jones, 
Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph 
Lovell, Kathy Powell, Virginia 
Reper, Katherine Sadowski, Fay 
Smith, Teresa Steele, Annabelle 
Turner, and Sharon Van Huss.

SYMPATHY
To Leah Ibarguen and family on 
the death of her husband, 
Mike Ibarguen. 
To June Little and family on 
the death of her husband, Bob 
Little.

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greis-
meyer, Stephen Travis Harding, 
Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake 
Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan 
O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Mat-
thew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn 
Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel, 
Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John 
Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo 
Speas, Jason Steele, William J. 

Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

September 24
Traditional Worship
8:30 178           
9:45 206
11:00 350
The Element
9:45 70
11:00 88 
SPLASH      50
West Campus     57
West Campus Kids      14
TOTAL  1,013 

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

October 1
Traditional Worship
8:30 169      
9:45 175
11:00 364
The Element
9:45 89   
11:00 101
SPLASH      60 
West Campus     55
West Campus Students/Kids      26
TOTAL 1,039

Welcome to our 
new member

Sandi Japp

St. Peter’s has handed out more than 150 flood buckets to members and 
others in the community. These flood buckets were donated by UMCOR, 
other congregations, and volunteer groups who joined together to create 
buckets to assist in the recovery effort. 

On Sept. 2 and 3, we packed belongings in eight houses, mucked and 
gutted six houses, fed more than 15 meals to volunteers, and had almost 
100 volunteers out serving in the local commu-
nity. This does not include the countless families 
we have assisted during the week and on other 
weekends since the storm hit the area.

Through our relationship with the YMCA of 
Katy, we set up and staffed prayer stations to 
meet the spiritual needs of those impacted by 
the flooding. We recognize that everyone in 
some manner was impacted whether they were flooded or not, and we 
want to make sure that we reach all in need of prayer.

The Texas Annual Conference worked with other conferences in various 
states to send teams to Texas to help with the recovery efforts in the Katy 
area. They were housed in First UMC Katy. St. Peter’s was one of the con-
tacts for the team to help them identify homes in need of assistance with 
drywall and flooring. 
Ongoing efforts 

Currently we have more than $50,000 in donations that have been sent 
to us. This includes donations directly through the website, mail-in dona-
tions, and other donations that have been hand delivered to the church. 
These donations are earmarked for the recovery efforts for those who have 
been flooded out of their homes. 

We are working with those still needing assistance to help them finalize 
their muck and gut and cleaning processes.
What we will be doing 

The Missions Team is currently assessing what additional relief aid is 
needed and what the long-term recovery needs are. Please watch for more 
information about how you can be a part of this ongoing effort. 

Harvey response continued from page 4
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Blood Drive and Bone Marrow Registry Drive
Sunday, Oct. 29, 8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In the Scout House
Sign up Oct. 15 and 22 in the Lobby 

Trunk or Treat is Oct. 25 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the parking lot by the ballfield. 
This annual event features decorated trunks, candy, games, food trucks, 

inflatable Twister, dunking booth, popcorn, sno cones, and more. This free 
event is open to everyone. Please remember to bring money to purchase 
food from the food trucks. If you are interested in hosting a trunk, please 
contact Natalie Clark at nataliecmarkey@gmail.com. We also need volun-
teers to help with Trunk or Treat and donations of candy. If you can help, 
please contact Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org. 

Trunk or Treat

The ECDC Fall Family 
Festival is Oct. 14, and 

we are asking for donations 
of baked items for the Cake 
Walk and Bake Sale. If you 
can contribute a baked or 
store-bought item, please 
bring it to the Informa-
tion Desk from 9 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. on Oct. 13 or to the 
Children’s Information 
Desk from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Oct. 14.  If you are able to 
bring an item for the Cake 
Walk, please place it on 
a disposable plate, cover 
with plastic wrap, and label 
the contents. Please group 
items such as brownies, 
cookies, and cupcakes by 
the dozen. If you are able 
to contribute items for the 
Bake Sale such as brown-
ies, cupcakes, cookies, etc., 
please wrap them by the 
half-dozen. If you have any 
questions, contact Christie 
Goolsby at (281) 639-1908 
or cmgoolsby@hotmail.
com. Thank you for your 
support.

Baked goods 
needed for 
festival

Fall Family 
Festival

Oct. 14
3-6 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the 
Early Childhood 

Development Center.

The West Campus had a social on Oct. 1 in Cardiff Ranch. It was a fun night to meet other 
West Campus people and to welcome Austin Kincannon who will be the new worship 
leader. The West Campus meets for Sunday worship at Cinco Ranch High School at 10:30 
a.m. Please join us!



7

Oct. 9 – 15
MONDAY

Exodus 32:1-14
TUESDAY

Isaiah 25:1-9
WEDNESDAY

Philippians 4:1-9
THURSDAY

Matthew 22:1-14
FRIDAY

Nehemiah 5:1-13
SATURDAY

Psalm 72:1-14
SUNDAY

Hebrews 12:1-2

Oct. 16 – 22
MONDAY

Exodus 33:12-23
TUESDAY

Isaiah 45:1-7
WEDNESDAY

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
THURSDAY

Matthew 22:15-22
FRIDAY

Jeremiah 33:14-16
SATURDAY

Psalm 71:1-16
SUNDAY

Acts 13:26-34

Daily
Bible

Reading

Each Wednesday this fall, we will gather together as neighbors, friends, 
and church family to share food and fellowship with potluck suppers. 

Join us in Lott Hall from 5:30–7 p.m., and bring your favorite dish to share. 
If you are unable to bring a dish, join us anyway as we practice the art of 
neighboring! 

Dine with us on Wednesdays

The St. Peter's Rescue Houston Phone Bank meets the second Wednes-
day of the month in E225 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Groups of women pray 

for and call victims actively sold online to provide them a way out. If you 
are not able to attend our meetings, we invite you to be in prayer for this 
ministry effort. 

This is just one call team contributing to the fight against human traf-
ficking. During September, Rescue Houston volunteers made 291 calls that 
resulted in 18 calls to their hotline, four women rescued, and 29 women 
who are currently receiving support after they were rescued. St. Peter's 
phone bank received a report from Rescue Houston that linked a recent 
hotline call/exit directly to our phone bank. We give God the glory for the 
life-changing impact of a phone call! For more information, e-mail sreast-
land08@att.net. 

Phone bank helps women 
escape human trafficking

Smocks for Life needs your help. We have 
a shortage of volunteers to sew our 

smock kits for breast cancer patients. Each 
smock takes a couple of hours to construct. 
Smock kits can be picked up at the church 
office or the Quilt ’n Sew shop on Mason Rd. 
You can also call Jan Sidle at (281) 773-7321 
to make arrangements to pick up or drop 
off kits from her home. Each kit includes the pieces to construct the smock, 
including instructions. We ask our sewing volunteers to provide the thread, 
the time, and the love. Drop off completed smocks at the church office or 
call Jan for pick up. 

If you are unable to sew but still wish to help, we are always in need of 
fabric: 100% cotton in fun, vibrant colors with no metallic (glitter, gold/silver 
flecks) in 3-yard lengths or more. And monetary donations are always wel-
come to purchase necessary materials. 

Volunteers also are needed on the first Tuesday of the month to cut and 
assemble kits for sewing. We meet in Asbury Hall at 6:30 p.m. Thank you 
for helping us give smocks to patients at MD Anderson in Katy or to anyone 
who requests a smock for a loved one from smocksforlife.org.

Can you help sew for Smocks for Life?



St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Oct. 8
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 40th Anniversary Service Sanctuary
Monday, Oct. 9
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee E225
Tuesday, Oct. 10
1:00 p.m. KEYS Council E225
7:00 p.m. Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, Oct. 11
9:00 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry E221
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter's
 Helping Kids Cope Asbury Hall
Thursday, Oct. 12
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag Bridge E106
Saturday, Oct. 14
3:00 p.m. ECDC Fall Family Festival 
Sunday, Oct. 15
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support S205
6:00 p.m. Men's Voices in Concert Sanctuary
Monday, Oct. 16
1:30 p.m. Alzheimer's Support Group S209
6:00 p.m. Adoption Supportive Care S201
7:00 p.m. Trustees Conference Room
Tuesday, Oct. 17
7:00 p.m. Hope After Harvey E106
Wednesday, Oct. 18
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter's
Thursday, Oct. 19
7:00 p.m. Open Hearts Support Group E225
 Finance Committee Conference Room
Saturday, Oct. 21
9:00 a.m. Pick-a-dilly Craft Fair 

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

This Sunday, Oct. 8, we will 
celebrate 40 years of min-

istry at St. Peter’s. Everyone 
from all our worship venues will 
worship together in the Sanctu-
ary at 9 and 11 a.m. One of our 
former pastors, Charles Mil-
likan, will preach, and worship 
music will be provided by many 
of our music groups and wor-
ship bands. 

We will not have Sunday 
School except for 2- to 5-year-
olds (they can attend at either 
hour). The Nursery will be avail-
able. Please plan to be a part of 
this special event in the life of 
St. Peter’s. 

St. Peter’s 
40th Anniversary 

Celebration


