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Harvey recovery

As our neighbors continue 

to recover from the 

damage from Hurricane 

Harvey, we continue to 

reach out to help. 

VBS needs
adult volunteers

Help our children learn why 

God wants them to live their 

lives fully alive at our week-

long Vacation Bible School.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

Color Run benefits Katy mission partners

St. Peter’s fielded five teams for a total of 111 participants in the Katy Color Run on 
April 7. The run benefits Christ Clinic, Clothed by Faith, Compassion Katy, Hope 
Impacts, and Katy Christian Ministries, organizations that help underserved people in 
the Katy area. Thanks to everyone who participated in or supported the run.



Dear Friends, 
In our current sermon series, I have talked 

about how the views of the world are upside-
down from the views of God’s Kingdom. I 
have come across a couple of things that 
speak to this. Both of these help us under-
stand where our hope is in the midst of our 
struggles and sorrow.

The first one is by William Barclay. He 
wrote in his commentary on the Letter to 
the Romans, “The Christian hope is the hope 
which has seen everything and endured every-
thing, and has still not despaired, because it 
believes in God. The Christian hope is not hope 
in the human spirit, in human goodness, in human endurance, in human 
achievement; the Christian hope is hope in the power of God.” 

The second one is by Dr. William Sloan Coffin when he was pastor of 
New York’s Riverside Church. He wrote this in the April 20,1984, Lutheran 
Standard after the death of his son Alex. “The night after Alex died, I was 
sitting in the living room of my sister’s house outside of Boston, when a 
middle-aged lady came in, shook her head when she saw me, and said, ‘I 
just don’t understand the will of God.’ Instantly, I was up and in hot pursuit, 
swarming all over her. ‘I’ll say you don’t, lady!!’ I said. (I knew the anger 
would do me good, and the instruction to her was long overdue.)

“I continued, ‘Do you think it was the will of God that Alex never fixed 
that lousy windshield wiper of his, that he was probably driving too fast in 
such a storm, that he probably had had a couple of ‘frosties’ too many? Do 
you think it is God’s will that there are no street lights along that stretch of 
road, and no guard rails separating the road and Boston Harbor?’”

Dr. Coffin continues in the article: “Nothing so infuriates me as the inca-
pacity of seemingly intelligent people to get it through their heads that God 
doesn’t go around this world with His fingers on triggers, His fist around 
knives, His hands on steering wheels. God is against all unnatural deaths. 
And Christ spent an inordinate amount of time delivering people from paral-
ysis, insanity, leprosy and muteness. As Alex’s younger brother put it simply, 
standing at the head of the casket: ‘You blew it buddy. You blew it.’”

Dr. Coffin continues: “The one thing that should never be said when 
someone dies is ‘It is the will of God.’ Never do we know enough to say that. 
My consolation lies in knowing that it was not the will of God that Alex die; 
that when the waves closed over the sinking car, God’s was the first of all 
our hearts to break.”

God is a God of hope. Thanks be to God!
Blessings,
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

The Upside-Down

Pat

As families begin the 
process of return-

ing to homes that were 
flooded during Hurricane 
Harvey or begin moving 
into new housing, many 
are still dealing with the 
stress and upheaval of the 
storm and its aftermath. 
St. Peter’s wants to do ev-
erything we can to allevi-
ate some of this stress. We 
are looking for volunteers 
to help provide meals 
to these families. Please 
contact Whitney Peper at 
wpeper@stpkaty.org if 
you would like to help.

Provide meals 
for families

Our Disaster Recovery 
Team will have joint 

workdays with Holy Cov-
enant UMC on April 26, 27, 
and 28 in the Bear Creek 
Village area at Clay Rd. and 
Highway 6. There are jobs 
for all skill sets. We will 
be painting and hanging 
drywall. 

If you can help, please 
e-mail fantyml@yahoo.
com and specify the day(s) 
you are available and what 
type of work you would 
like to do (hang drywall, 
paint, or whatever is 
needed).

Help with
Harvey recovery



One of the coolest things about being a 
part of something that is still finding its way is 
that it is often easy to see how God is show-
ing up. There are so many stories about how I 
or someone else made a decision for the West 
Campus and then it turned out to be more 
than we ever thought. One of the clearest ex-
amples is our Set-Up Sunday School Rotation.  
Soon after I arrived at St. Peter’s, we were at 
a point where we could set up West Campus 
but it was an all hands on deck situation. We 
could get it done, but everyone had to show 
up every week or else we were in trouble. As 
an aside I probably stressed a lot more than I needed to. God has been and 
was so faithful early on. I just did not always have eyes to see it. Anyway, 
we felt stretched really thin, and we were. Then one of the Sunday School 
classes visited and then another offered to help set up and before I knew it 
we had all of our Sundays covered, even fifth Sundays! 

Each Sunday School class takes one Sunday of the month and has a 
team leader who recruits people from the class to help set up the curtains, 
gathering area, upstairs lights, and children’s area. We start at 7:45 a.m. 
unloading the boxes from the trailers, then pause for introductions and 
prayer, and then everyone gets to work. We have gotten it down to where 
we are done by 8:30 a.m. at the latest! This system has been such a bless-
ing. It lets people from the Kingsland Campus come over and help set up, 
be a part of what St. Peter’s is doing out at the West Campus, and still have 
time to go home, get ready, and make it to worship and Sunday School. 
The other part that I love so much is the way in which these volunteers are 
not only helpers, but also prayer partners with us. Each Sunday School class 
commits to pray for the West Campus on the Sunday they volunteer. 

The impact has been huge! It has let me slot other people into the more 
technical jobs that take longer to learn. In addition, it is such a joy to get to 
interact with people in our church family we don’t always get to see.  

So, a special thank you to our Sunday School Set-Up Partners: Genera-
tion Acts, Chi Rio, Seekers, Leftover Friends, and Faith Mates. If you want 
to join a rotation and aren’t in one of these classes, I can put you to work! 
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Church Council
Meeting

Tuesday, April 24
 7 p.m., E106

All church members are 
welcome to attend.

Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Set-up partners

Our next blood drive is 
April 29 from 8 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. in the Scout 
House. Please consider 
donating your life-saving 
blood that day. You can 
sign up April 22 in the Lob-
by or by contacting Marsha 
Asplin at mea1242@aol.
com. All donors will receive 
a T-shirt.

Students who are 16 
years old or older can do-
nate with parent’s permis-
sion if they weigh at least 
122 pounds. The minimum 
weight for all other donors 
is 110 pounds. There is no 
upper age limit to donate. 
Please contact Marsha if 
you have any questions 
about donating blood.

Please donate at 
April 29 drive

Men’s Breakfast
Thursdays 
7:30 a.m.

Whataburger
23540 Westheimer

Join us!
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Partners continued from page 3

Galveston Railroad Mu-
seum. On May 3, the KEYS 
will visit the Galveston 
Railroad Museum and 
enjoy a short train ride on 
the “Harborside Express.” 
After the museum tour, 
you will have time to visit 
The Strand for lunch and 
shopping. The cost of 
the trip is $15 with lunch 
on your own. For more 
information, please con-
tact Barbara Allen at (281) 
396-4915. Register at the 
Information Desk in the 
Lobby.

As St. Peter’s works to 
offer God’s grace to 

everyone, we have started 
a new worship service. 
Courage Worship Service is 
for people with all abilities 
and is designed to be en-
gaging and interactive. We 
worship the second and 
fourth Sundays of each 
month. Our next service is 
April 22 at 5 p.m. in As-
bury Hall. For information, 
contact Whitney Peper at 
wpeper@stpkaty.org.  

Courage 
Worship Service

Join us for Wednesday Night Fellowship, our weekly potluck dinner, from 
5:30–6:30 p.m. in Asbury Hall. You are encouraged to attend one of our 

small groups starting at 6:30. However, please join us for food and fellow-
ship even if you do not attend a class or can’t bring food. 

Wednesday Nights include food, fellowship

Did you know you can donate 
the flowers that grace our 

altar each Sunday in the Sanctu-
ary in honor or in memory of 
a loved one? The cost is $45. A 
sign-up sheet is located at the 
Information Desk in the Lobby 
or you can sign up at stpkaty.org/giving. You also can call the church office 
to donate the altar flowers. 

After worship, the flowers are rearranged into vases and delivered to 
people on our care list. Thank you for your generosity that continues to give 
even after Sunday worship is over.

Remember or honor loved ones with altar flowers

Enjoy a night out while your kids have fun at 
church with friends and activities. Our next 

Parents’ Night Out is May 4 from 6–9 p.m. for 
children from birth through fifth grade. Dinner 
and activities will be provided for children ages 
2 and up. For children younger than 2, bring 
your child’s dinner when you drop them off. 
The cost is $20 for the first child and $30 for 
two or more children. Register at stpkaty.org/
events. Church member registration is April 16–May 2. Community registra-
tion is April 23–May 2. Space is limited, and refunds will not be offered after 
registration is closed. For information, contact Kimberly Patel at kpatel@
stpkaty.org.

Time for a night out

Alex

Or if you just want to see how we set it all up, let me know. E-mail me at 
azeisig@stpkaty.org. It really is an amazing thing to see how God takes a 
school cafeteria and with some pipes, drapes, and lights transforms it into a 
sacred space. 
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PRAYERS
Jim Andrew, Marci Barnes, Jim 
Basham, Dennis Bowling, Sharon 
Brown, Gordon Buffington, Da-
vid Burrough, Nick Chancey, Don 
Davies, Lorkeshia Davis, Jenifer 
Franklin, John Freeman, Delores 
Gorski, Art Henderson, Brian 
Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, 
Ralph Lovell, Maybelle Mullen, 
Ann Nix, Mark Olson, Kathy Pow-
ell, Virginia Reper, Fay Smith, 
Rick Smuts, Teresa Steele, David 
Steere, Annabelle Turner, Sharon 
Van Huss, Joe Waterman, Harvey 
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and 
Bill Wright.

SYMPATHY
To Paula Britt and family on the 
death of her son Tyler Britt.
To Jake Brown and family on the 
death of his stepfather.
To Jamison Doehring and family 
on the death of his father.
To Lori Dunlap and family on 
the death of her mother and 
brother.
 

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Sterling Burdette, Skyler Cook, 
Austin Foster, Westley Freeze, 
James Gilbert, Tyler J. Gorcie, 
Dylan Greismeyer, Stinson 
Hamilton, Stephen Travis Hard-
ing, Adam Higdon, Tyler Kon-
rad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes, 
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, 
Melissa Ouellette, Matthew 
Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz, 
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, 
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob 
Shinkle, John Simmons, Justin Si-
mon, Theo Speas, Jason Steele, 
Kyle Taylor, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

April 8
Traditional Worship
8:30 188      
9:45 193
11:00 358
The Element
9:45 59    
11:00 94
SPLASH      44 
West Campus     127  
West Campus Students/Kids      53
Courage Worship    58
TOTAL 1,174

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

Welcome to our new members
Jerry and Cheryl Bickerstaff, Mike Knewtson and Silma Schaeffer Marques, 

and Jacob and Kelli Wheeler

April 15
Traditional Worship
8:30 171
9:45 203
11:00 376
The Element
9:45 73     
11:00 95
SPLASH      56 
West Campus     82  
West Campus Students/Kids    34
TOTAL 1,090  

Summer fun for kids, families

Summers at St. Peter’s are packed with activities for children and families. 
This year we have Cooking With Friends, Vacation Bible School, Sunny 

Days, Theater Camp, T Bar M Camp, and Family Vacation Bible School for 
you to choose from. We also have Vacation Bible School, which has a small 
number of slots still open. Information on these programs and registration 
is available at stpkaty.org/summer-camps. 

Our Vacation Bible School is filling up quickly, and we now have a waitlist 
for all grades except fifth. However, if you would like to volunteer at 

VBS, your child will be able to attend. We need 19 adults to serve as pre-
school class leaders and eight to serve as elementary class leaders. You can 
sign up in the Lobby on Sunday or register at stpkaty.org/summer-camps.

Vacation Bible School volunteers

The Giving Tree for Vacation Bible School is in the Lobby. It is covered 
with tags for items we need for VBS. If you can donate some of these 

items, please take a tag and then bring the items with the tag attached to 
the VBS bins located around the church by May 13. 

The Giving Tree
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Students in sixth through 
12th grades are invited 

to join the Youth Choir. We 
sing at the 8:30 a.m. service 
and rehearse from 3–4:30 
p.m. on Sundays. Incoming 
sixth-graders are invited to 
join beginning June 10. Con-
tact David Galasso for more 
information at dgalasso@
stpkaty.org.   

Youth Choir 
invites new 
members 

Food Drive. We will have a 
food drive for the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society Sun-
day, April 22, from 8 a.m. to 
noon in the Lobby. We will 
be collecting canned and 
nonperishable food items 
(especially  peanut butter, 
jelly, and whole grain cere-
als that children would like) 
and personal hygiene items 
for adult or baby needs. 
Please check expiration 
dates, because out-of-date 
food cannot be distributed.  
St. Vincent de Paul provides 
food to our neighbors in 
need. 
Unit Meeting. Our next unit 
meeting is May 2 at 10 a.m. 
in E106. The children from 
the Early Childhood Devel-
opment Center will sing for 
us. All women are invited 
and welcome to attend.

We are offering two mission summer camps for junior and senior high 
students. U.M. ARMY, June 10–16, is for high school students and 

will be in Bryan/College Station this year. Students will perform repairs and 
maintenance to area homes. Junior high students can participate in Camp 
Connect, June 25–29. They will provide Vacation Bible School for children 
in a Houston-area apartment complex. Register for either camp at stpkaty.
org/student-ministry. The deadline is May 13. For information, contact Jason 
Trice at jtrice@stpkaty.org.

Camps give students a chance to serve others

May 6 is Senior Sunday at St. Peter’s. 
We will be honoring the class of 2018 

during our Sunday services and again that 
evening during our Senior Dinner. High 
school seniors should e-mail jtrice@stp-
katy.org to let us know which worship ser-
vice they will attend: 8:30 a.m. traditional 
or 11 a.m. Element. Students will be invited 
to hang a bell on the senior cross and will 
be given a gift from St. Peter’s.

That evening we invite all seniors and 
their families to join us for a dinner at 5 
p.m. in the Wesley Quad. We will have a 
catered dinner, slide show, senior predic-
tions, and more.

High school seniors to be honored in worship

Projected Giving for 2018 – $3,120,000
Actual Giving through March 2018 – $774,290
2017 Apportionments  – Paid $4,880 of $326,261

Financial report through March 2018
Operating Activity

Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of March 2018 – $3,118,009
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of March 2018 – $1,267,114
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,850,895

Capital Campaign
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April 23 – 29
MONDAY

Ezekiel 34:1-10
TUESDAY

Ezekiel 34:11-22
WEDNESDAY

Jeremiah 29:4-14
THURSDAY
Acts 4:5-12

FRIDAY
Psalm 23

SATURDAY
1 John 3:16-24

SUNDAY
John 10:11-18

April 30 – May 6
MONDAY

Isaiah 5:1-7
TUESDAY

1 Peter 4:7-11
WEDNESDAY
Hosea 14:4-9
THURSDAY
Acts 8:26-40

FRIDAY
Psalm 22:25-31

SATURDAY
1 John 4:7-21

SUNDAY
John 15:1-8

Daily 
Bible

Reading

Announcing new clergy appointments

Dear Friends,
Tony Vinson, our District Superinten-

dent, announced that Kris Bagley has been 
given a new appointment beginning July 1, 
2018. He will be the Pastor to the Fry Road 
Campus of Foundry United Methodist 
Church, which is off of Highway 290. This 
is a great opportunity for Kris as he moves 
forward in his ministry career. The average 
worship attendance at the Fry Road Cam-
pus is 600, so Kris will be able to use his 
ministry gifts in a bigger setting.

Let’s use the next couple of months to 
let Kris know how much we appreciate him 
for all that he has done for St. Peter’s.

God Bless,
Jerry Massey

Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair

Dear Friends,
District Superintendent Tony Vinson announced that our new 

associate pastor (Pastor to The Element) will be Parker Zimmerman. 
Parker is currently the associate pastor at Faith United Methodist 
Church in Richmond. He is married to Hannah and they are expect-
ing their first child in late July. We are looking forward to Parker’s 
ministry with us, which will officially begin on July 1.

Grace and Peace,
Jerry Massey

Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair

Rev. Kris Bagley

Staff changes in Student Ministry

Student Ministry Director Jason Trice has decided to transition out of 
student ministry. He will continue to serve St. Peter’s through the end of 

May. Jason has served in our Student Ministry for more than 10 years. 
Heather Harmison, Assistant Director of Student Ministry, has moved 

from our St. Peter’s staff to a new employment opportunity as of April 9. 
Heather has worked in Student Ministry for eight years. 

We wish both of them the best in their new endeavors.

Get the ACS Church Life app so you can stay connected 
to your St. Peter’s family.



 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, April 22

5:00 p.m. Courage Worship Service Asbury Hall

Tuesday, April 24

7:00 p.m. Church Council E106

  Women of Joy S203

Wednesday, April 25

10:00 a.m. The Gathering Asbury Hall

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Asbury Hall

6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

Friday, April 27

6:00 p.m. Friday Night Friends E221

Sunday, April 29

8:00 a.m. Blood Drive Scout House

Tuesday, May 1

6:30 p.m. Smocks for Life Asbury West

Wednesday, May 2

10:00 a.m. United Methodist Women E106

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Asbury Hall

6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

Friday, May 4

6:00 p.m. Parents’ Night Out Asbury East

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

The YMCA’s Camp Cinco was 
heavily damaged during Hur-
ricane Harvey. Camp Cinco 
serves almost 300 children each 
day during the summer. The 
camp needs our help in making 
repairs and getting the facil-
ity ready for those children. 
On May 12 from 9 a.m.–2 p.m., 
we will work spreading mulch, 
painting playground equip-
ment, trimming trees, building 
steps, and laying out timbers. 
Lunch will be provided. We 
need lots of hands to help get 
Camp Cinco up and running. 
Registration is coming soon at 
stpkaty.org. If you have ques-
tions, contact Alex at azeisig@
stpkaty.org.

Church Without 
Walls—Camp Cinco


