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hristmas Eve

Everlasting Light

Worship

The Chancel Choir and

Orchestra will present this

Christmas cantata along with
a concert by the Carillon Bell
Choir on Sunday, Dec. 17.

Night of Hope
If you find that a traditional
Christmas service will be difficult this year because of a
loss in your life, please join us
for our Night of Hope service
on Monday at 7 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 24, Morning
Combined Traditional, Element, and West Campus Worship
10 a.m., Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Services
3 p.m. – Family Worship for Families with Children, Sanctuary
4 p.m. – The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
5 p.m. – West Campus Worship, Cinco Ranch High School
5 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and Orchestra,
Sanctuary
5:30 p.m. – The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
7 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and Orchestra,
Sanctuary
9 p.m. – Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with the Youth Choir,
Sanctuary
11 p.m. – Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with Combined Choirs,
Sanctuary

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

The true significance of Christmas giving

F

or those who have
suffered a loss, a traditional Christmas service
can be difficult. This may
be especially true this year
as so many of our members and neighbors have
been affected by Hurricane
Harvey. Our special Night
of Hope service offers
comfort and hope to those
who are grieving or dealing with a loss of any kind.
This service is Dec. 18 at 7
p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Poinsettia orders
due Monday

D

ec. 18 is the deadline
to order poinsettias
in memory or in honor of
a loved one. Order forms
have been e-mailed and
are available at the Information Desk in the Lobby.
The cost for each plant
is $10. Checks should be
made out to St. Peter’s
UMC with “poinsettias” on
the memo line.
After the Christmas Eve
services, you can take your
poinsettia home or we will
deliver it to someone who
is ill or homebound.
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Dear Friends,
I love the Andy Griffith show. It has always
been my favorite sitcom. I remember one of
the episodes that I think illustrates very well
the matter of giving.
It seems Andy had been elected chairman
of the needy children charity drive. They were
taking up money at the schools for this charity as well as in town. Well, word got back
to Andy that Opie had only given a penny at
school. Now he had a pretty good sum in his
piggy bank, but he only gave a penny. This
thing upset Andy to no end. Here he was the
Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
sheriff and the chairman of the drive and his
own boy only gave a penny. His identity was
tied up in his son, and he thought this was a bad reflection on him.
On several occasions, he tried to explain to Opie why he should give
more than that to this most worthy charity, but every time Opie would
tell him that he could not give because he was saving that money. Andy,
of course, thought Opie was saving it to buy something that a child would
want. He even sent him to his room. He once used an apple to try to explain
to Opie how important sharing was.
Andy finally came to the place where he was totally disgusted with his
son. Aunt Bee scolded him for being overly concerned about what others
would think of him because his son had not given enough to a charity drive.
Then she reminded Andy that he already knew what a good little boy Opie
was. Now Andy was willing to forget all of that just because he chose not to
give on this one occasion.
Andy called Opie back for supper and told him they would just forget
about that incident. If he wanted to skimp on this charity this one time so
he could buy something he wanted, that was okay. It was only then that
Opie told his father why he was saving his money. It seems there was a little
girl in his class who needed a coat, and he was saving his money so that he
would have enough to buy it before winter. Andy says; “Opie, you never
told me that was why you were saving the money.” Opie responds, “You
never asked me.”
Sometimes our children remind us of what is really important. This
Christmas, let us look to the child in the manger to help us remember the
true significance of Christmas giving.
Blessings,

Pat
Christmas Cantata and Bell Choir Concert
Feb. 17, 9:45 and 11 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Tales from the West

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

T

railers. Who knew? Since coming to the
West Campus, I have learned more about
trailers and trucks than ever before in my
life. The trailers and trucks are critical to our
ability to worship at Cinco Ranch High School
because every bit of equipment must be set
up and removed each Sunday. The distance
from where we store the trailers and the
high school is only a 10-minute drive, but as
I shared in my sermon during October, this
distance represented a realm of impossibility
for me. It was a place in my life where every
week I stressed about finding a driver with
Alex Zeisig,
the right kind of truck who was free at the
Pastor to the West Campus
right time. Like too many things in my life, it
became something that I tried to fix with my own power and ingenuity. It
was simply an obstacle for ME to overcome in service to God. Finally, I realized what I was doing and began to take it to God, going so far as using the
struggle as a sermon illustration. You would think that I would learn.
On the first Sunday of October, I preached in The Element on trusting
God. In big things and little things, we need to turn to him first and foremost in everything—even trailers. Right after the service, I walked outside
on the Kingsland Campus to look for the trailers that were supposed to be
dropped off by the Sanctuary so we could set up for the big 40th anniversary celebration the next week.
No trailers.
But it was only 12:05. There was no way the volunteers were through
breaking down
the West Campus
so that the trailers
could make it to the
Kingsland Campus.
Did that matter? No.
Stress. Then an hour
passed.
No trailers.
Then another five
minutes. No trailers.
Finally, I knew I
had to call. It was not
me doubting. It really
continued on page 4

Children’s
Ministry opening

S

t. Peter’s Children’s
Ministry is seeking a
part-time Children’s Coordinator for the West Campus
to work 25 hours per week.
The coordinator supports
the West Campus on Sundays and is in the office
during the week preparing
for Sunday morning.
Education requirements
include childhood development, an education degree,
or background in children’s
ministry. Applicants should
be able to multitask, problem-solve, organize, and
work in a busy environment
and be available on Sundays
at our West Campus.
If you are outgoing,
creative, love working in
a high-energy space, and
have the desire to support
our growing Children’s Ministry, we want to talk with
you. Please submit your resume to asandlin@stpkaty.
org for consideration.

Blood Drive

O

ur next blood drive
is Jan. 7 from 8 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. in the Scout
House. Each donor will
receive a green Commit for
Life hoodie. You can sign up
Dec. 17 or 31 in the Lobby.
Contact Marsha Asplin
at mea1242@aol.com for
more information.
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Trailers continued from page 2

AD Players Theater. The
KEYS will attend the AD
Players Theater on Jan. 27
to see “Best of Enemies.”
The seats we have reserved normally sell for
$40; however, we have
a group rate of $30 per
ticket. After the play, we
will return to the Katy area
for a Mexican dinner. We
will leave the church at 1
p.m. and return between
6:30 and 7 p.m. Payment
needs to be made at time
of reservation at the Information Desk in the Lobby.
Contact Joan or Bob
Belden at (281) 693-3382
for additional information.

wasn’t! it was me “checking to make sure everything was OK.”
The trailers were on their way. Of course, they were; they always
show up.
I hung up, with a good deal of shame. I had just preached on this.
I should do better, be better! And then my phone buzzed with a text
message.
It was one of the other pastors telling me that a member of our church
wanted to donate a 2013 Yukon 2500 so that we can more easily pull the
trailers.
God is so much bigger than I can imagine. When I get caught up in little
things, God calls me back and says I want to do so much more than you understand. God says his heart breaks for Katy and wants people to know the
grace that only God can offer. God says if you need to move these trailers,
then here’s a truck.
God has continued to work since October. We are back up to three
trailer drivers who are using their own trucks. We also have three others
who are going to start driving the Yukon. If you have a vehicle that is a ¾ ton
or bigger (like an F250 or Chevy 2500) and would like to help pull trailers OR
if you have some experience and would like to be one of our Yukon drivers,
please e-mail azeisig@stpkaty.org or call me at (936) 577-5178.
I can’t tell you how thankful I am to be at St. Peter’s. It has been a
quick five months, but I could not be prouder to call this place home. It has
been a true joy to partner with you as we continue to connect the world
with God’s love.

Alex

Preschool
registration

E

arly Childhood Development Center registration
for the 2018-2019 school
year is Jan. 8-19. Registration forms will be available
in the ECDC office. We offer
classes that are developmentally and socially appropriate for children ages
15 months through 5 years
of age. For more information, visit stpkaty.org, click
any worship venue, and
find us under “Ministries,”
or call (281) 492-0623 from
9 a.m.–3 p.m.
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Financial report through November 2017
Operating Activity
Projected Giving Through November – $2,791,518
Actual Giving Through November – $2,567,105
Projected Giving for 2017 – $3,248,000
Operating Expenditures through November – $2,588,786

Capital Campaign
Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of November – $3,521,246
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of November – $1,897,466
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,623,781

New Year’s Eve With Jesus

F

or many families with children, staying up until midnight on New Year’s
Eve is hard. We know that children want to be able to celebrate this exciting time each year, so we are inviting families to join us on Dec. 31 from 3
to 5 p.m. in Lott Hall. We will celebrate the New Year at 4 p.m., which will be
midnight in Israel. We will have food, games, poppers, and other fun activities for families to participate in together. Please register at stpkaty.org. For
more information, please contact Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org.

In Our Prayers
PRAYERS

Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Dennis Bowling, Gordon Buffington,
David Burrough, Marcia Churns,
Claire Cook, Lorkeshia Davis,
Jenifer Franklin, Delores Gorski,
Joe Hawkins, Art Henderson,
Phyllis Hogue, Brian Jones,
Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph
Lovell, Kathy Powell, Virginia

Parents’ Night Out

Reper, Fay Smith, Teresa Steele,

E

njoy a night out while your kids have fun at church with friends and
activities. Our next Parents’ Night Out is Jan. 5 from 6-9 p.m. for children
from birth through fifth grade. Dinner and activities will be provided for children ages 2 and up. For children younger than 2, bring your child’s dinner
when you drop them off. The cost is $20 for the first child and $30 for two
or more children. Register at stpkaty.org. Church member registration is
Dec. 18 – Jan. 3. Community registration is Dec. 26 – Jan. 3. Space is limited,
and refunds will not be offered after registration is closed. For information,
contact Nursery Coordinator Amanda McDaniel at (281) 492-8031 or amcdaniel@stpkaty.org.

Annabelle Turner, Sharon Van
Huss, Vivienne Wardle, Harvey
Westbrook, and Bill Wright.
SYMPATHY
To Melani Bazard and family on
the death of her mother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,

God and Country Scout Awards

Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,

S

t. Peter’s is offering the God and Country Awards program in January.
There are four levels of the award: God and Me for second and third
grade (begins Jan. 16); God and Family for fourth and fifth grade (begins in
the spring); God and Church for sixth to eighth grade (begins Jan. 16); and
God and Life for ninth to 12th grade (begins Jan. 21). We are still seeking a
lead instructor for the God and Me class. To register for classes or for additional information, e-mail aeidson@stpkaty.org or visit stpkaty.org.

Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, Stephen Travis Harding,
Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake
Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan
O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn
Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel,
Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John
Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
December 3
Traditional Worship
8:30
9:45
11:00
The Element
9:45
11:00
SPLASH
West Campus
West Campus Kids
TOTAL

190
219
403
87
120
61
75
10
1,165

December 10
Traditional Worship
8:30
9:45
11:00
The Element
9:45
11:00
SPLASH
West Campus
West Campus Kids
TOTAL

Speas, Jason Steele, William J.
Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

180
193
407
83
80
39
75
18
1,075

Starting this month, the
St. Peter’s Connection
newsletter will be published
on the first and third Friday
of each month.
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Helping with
Harvey recovery

O

ur Missions teams
continue to help with
rebuilding by hanging
drywall and painting in our
Harvey Disaster Recovery
efforts. If you would like
to receive information on
volunteer opportunities
on weekends and during
the week, please sign up
at stpkaty.org. If you have
any questions, please contact fantyml@yahoo.com.

Southwestern
Chorale

T

he Southwestern Chorale will present “A
Savior Is Born” Dec. 22 at 7
p.m. in the Sanctuary. This
group is directed by Michael Follis, a Katy resident
who is currently a sophomore music student at the
University of Texas. The
chorale is composed mostly
of former Katy ISD choir
students. Michael sang
with our Chancel Choir this
summer.

Alzheimer’s
Support Group

W

e will meet Dec. 18 at
1:30 p.m. in S209 for
a time of caring and sharing. For more information,
contact Beverly Deerhake at
(281) 372-8389.
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We had another successful year for the Treasures in the Attic Christmas shop and
received more than $750 in donations for the St. Peter’s Hurricane Harvey Fund. It was
heartwarming to see the children’s excitement as they shopped for their families. This
wouldn’t have been possible without our dedicated and hardworking volunteers and the
donations from the congregation.

Adoption Support Group

T

he Adoption Support Group is for families thinking of adopting, in the
process of adopting, or who have completed adoptions. It is designed to
uplift, support, and encourage families who have been led by God to adopt
a child or children. We will meet Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. in E225. We will enjoy time
together as we celebrate the Christmas season, so you are welcome to
bring your children. We will not have child care this month. For more information, please contact Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org.

Register now for Girlfriend Getaway

T

here is still time to register for our 2018 Girlfriend Getaway women’s
retreat, featuring Shannon Perry, recording artist, speaker, author, and
TV host. Shannon will present a four-session series “If the Shoe Fits." This
series will help women understand who God wants them to be in areas such
as our purpose, what we say, how we cope with pain and disappointment,
and living a holy life.
The retreat is Jan. 26–28 at Cathedral Oaks Worship and Retreat Center
in Weimer. Cost is $150; scholarships are available. Please register at stpkaty.org.

Daily Bible
Reading
Dec. 18 – 24
MONDAY
2 Samuel 7:1-17

TUESDAY
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

WEDNESDAY
Romans 16:25-27

THURSDAY
Luke 1:26-38

FRIDAY
Isaiah 7:10-17

SATURDAY
2 Timothy 1:8-14

SUNDAY
Isaiah 62:1-5

Dec. 25 – 31
MONDAY
The New Beginnings Sunday School class sponsored the monthly Hope Impacts community breakfast and worship service on Dec. 2 at New Hope Presbyterian Church. Hope
Impacts is a Katy-based charitable organization serving the needs of the homeless and
under-resourced in our community through tangible acts of love. Class members cooked
and served breakfast, sang Christmas songs (in both English and Spanish), led a devotional, and helped clean up.

Luke 2:8-20

TUESDAY
Psalm 148

WEDNESDAY
Galatians 4:4-7

THURSDAY
Luke 2:22-40

Powerful Tools for Caregivers

P

owerful Tools for Caregivers is a six-week class that uses humor and reallife stories to address the challenges faced by caregivers as well as many
of the options for caregiver self-care. Topics include hiring in-home help,
helping memory-impaired elders, making legal and financial decisions, care
facility placement, understanding depression, and making decisions about
driving. The class begins Jan. 17 at 4:30 p.m. in E106. Class size is limited.
Cost is $25 for the participant book. You can pay during registration or in
class. Please register at stpkaty.org under Events.

FRIDAY
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

SATURDAY
Numbers 6:22-27

SUNDAY
Psalm 100

Jan. 1 – 7
MONDAY
Matthew 25:31-46

TUESDAY
Micah 5:2-5

WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 60:1-7

Thank you from Pregnancy Help Center

T

hank you! The pennies, nickels, and dimes from Baby Bottle Blessings
have been counted and once again the St. Peter’s family has poured
themselves out as an offering to the Lord to bless the Pregnancy Help
Center. We had requested 100 bottles and hoped to collect $1,000. The final
tally was 150 bottles for a total of $2,668.30! These funds are being used for
curriculum for parenting classes, life skills classes, ultrasound scans, postabortion healing Bible study classes, and operating costs for the center.

THURSDAY
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

FRIDAY
Psalm 29

SATURDAY
Matthew 2:1-12

SUNDAY
Acts 19:1-7
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S u nday
Worship
(Oct.
8 only)
8:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship
9:00 Holy
a.m.Communion
with
Combined Traditional, The
9:45 a.m.
Element, and West Campus
Traditional Worship
Worship in the Sanctuary
The Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00 a.m.
Combined
Traditional,
The
Sunday School
for All Ages
Element, and West Campus
10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
St. Peter’s West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Sunday School for ages 2
11:00
a.m.
to
5 only
at 9:00 a.m. and
Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. 			
The Element
Contemporary
Worshipfor
The
Nursery is available
children younger than 2.
SPLASH Children’s Worship
Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 17
9:45, 11:00 a.m.
Chancel Choir, Bell Choir Concert
4:00 p.m.
Women’s Cancer Support Group
Monday, Dec. 18
1:30 p.m.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
7:00 p.m.
Night of Hope
Thursday, Dec. 21
7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee
Friday, Dec. 22
7:00 p.m.
Southwestern Chorale Concert
Sunday, Dec. 24
10:00 a.m.
Combined Worship
3:00 p.m.
Family Worship
4:00 p.m.
The Element Worship
5:00 p.m.
West Campus Worship
5:00 p.m.
Carols and Candlelight
5:30 p.m.
The Element Worship
7:00 p.m.
Carols and Candlelight
9:00 p.m.
Carols, Candlelight, Communion
11:00 p.m.
Carols, Candlelight, Communion
Monday, Dec. 25, Tuesday Dec. 26
Church office closed
Sunday, Dec. 31
Family Worship Sunday
3:00 p.m.
New Year’s Eve With Jesus
Wednesday, Jan. 3
10:00 a.m.
United Methodist Women

Poinsettia delivery. You are
Sanctuary
S205
S209
Sanctuary
Conference Rooom
Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Lott Hall
Cinco Ranch HS
Sanctuary
Lott Hall
Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Lott Hall
E106

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

invited to help make Christmas
a little brighter for others by delivering poinsettias to those who
are home bound. You can pick up
a plant and delivery instructions
after the 11 p.m. service Christmas Eve or between 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. on Christmas Day in the
Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Snacks. Christmas Eve is a long day for our
musicians and staff, with little
time for a meal. We are asking for
volunteers to bring bottled water
and food in disposable containers to go along with the ham that
will be provided for them. Please
bring your items to the Parlor on
Christmas Eve afternoon or as
you arrive for worship services.
Leftovers should be picked up by
11 p.m.

