St. Peter’s

CONNECTION
VOL. 9, No. 1
August 5, 2018

Connecting the World with God’s Love

THIS ISSUE:

Bless this house

Life Groups

Find a group that will help
you develop relationships
with members of your St.
Peter’s family and grow in
your faith.

Wednesday Nights
Aug. 29 begins a new season
of Wednesday fellowship, Bible study, and music. Please
join us for a Potluck Dinner
followed by a wide variety of
activities and classes.

Members of St. Peter’s Business Office and clergy gathered July 11 for a house blessing for staff member Becky Ghazi who had been displaced by flooding from Hurricane
Harvey and has recently moved back home. St. Peter’s will mark the anniversary of
the hurricane and floods with special services of hope and healing on Aug. 26.
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The headwaters of love and forgiveness

J

unior high and high
school students, come
join us Wednesday, Aug.
8, from 6–8 p.m. for the
tournament of the summer! Meet us at Sergeant
J.R. Hatch Park at the
volleyball courts for some
games of Nuke ‘Em! Bring
$5 for dinner. To RSVP or if
you have questions, please
e-mail studentministry@
stpkaty.org.

Dear Friends,
Mirosalv Volf wrote a fantastic book on
forgiveness titled “Free of Charge: Giving and
Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace.” In
the book he uses the beautiful imagery of a
stream to show how God’s character (love) is
poured into us by his Spirit and becomes our
character.
A while ago, I heard the term “headwaters.” At the time I was unfamiliar with the
term, so I inquired about it. I was told that
headwaters refers to the place where a river
or stream begins.
Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
God is certainly the headwaters when it
comes to love and forgiveness. The stream of
love and forgiveness flows from God because it is his nature and character.
Mistakenly, we think we are at the endpoint of the stream—the recipient—
the forgiven one. But, truth be told, we all stand midstream. We are indeed
recipients, but not the end—we receive God’s character, and then, as it becomes our character, we pass that same love and forgiveness on to others.
We forgive even as we have been forgiven (Col. 3:13).
I pray that we all will practice passing along the love and forgiveness we
have received from God.
Blessings,

Pat
Town Hall meeting scheduled for Aug. 19

O

ur Fall Family Kick-off
is Aug. 7 for families
with children from infants
through 12th grade. Find
out what’s happening in
Children’s, Student, and
Family Ministries this school
year and how you can get
involved. Join us in Lott Hall
at 6:30 p.m. for dinner, with
programming to follow.
Child care is provided, and
all children are encouraged
to attend! Register at stpkaty.org/events.
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W

e will gather for a Town Hall meeting Sunday, Aug. 19, at 6 p.m. in the
Sanctuary to discuss the Discipleship Pathway, our Program Team, and
an update from the Trustees. The Discipleship Pathway gives us a plan to
grow in our faith no matter where we are in our faith journey through three
categories of small group courses. The Program Team, which includes Children’s, Student, and Family Ministries, is adding an emphasis on equipping
parents to be spiritual leaders in their homes to the programming offered to
children and students.

Small Group Facilitator Training

W

e are offering a one-hour training for leaders of small groups, including
Bible studies and Sunday School classes. Both seasoned leaders and
first-timers will benefit from the information and discussion in this session. It
will be offered Aug. 9 and again on Aug. 22 at 7 p.m. in Asbury West for anyone interested in small group leadership. Register at stpkaty.org/events.

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

What is worship?

W

hy do we gather on Sunday mornings?
What is the point? What does this thing
called worship even really mean? Through August, we will be exploring the idea of worship.
We will look at how it engages our worth, but
more important, God’s worth; how it brings
healing and how it calls us to remember. We
will be journeying together through Psalm
100:
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 		
earth.
Alex Zeisig,
Worship the Lord with gladness;
Pastor to the West Campus
come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
To further explore this idea of worship, I want to invite everyone to a
Night of Worship on Aug. 12 at Cinco Ranch High School at 6:30 p.m. The beginning of school seems a fitting time to gather together in this church-wide
event to focus our hearts on God as a community.
This night will consist of an extended time of contemporary music,
hymns, prayer, scripture reading, and praise. Our pastors will lead the service, with Steven Walker and Austin Kincannon leading the music.
Bring your whole family and invite your neighbors and friends as we
declare that God truly is Lord.

Alex

Services of Hope
and Healing

I

t has been one year since
Hurricane Harvey devastated our community.
On Sunday, Aug. 26, all of
our worship services will
be Services of Hope and
Healing as we continue to
move forward from this
catastrophic event. We will
acknowledge the grief and
losses experienced individually, as a community,
and across our region. But
we also will remember and
celebrate the faithfulness
of God with us through this
time of recovery, the love
and care that was shared
neighbor to neighbor, and
our hope for the future,
trusting that a light shines
in the darkness and darkness will never overcome
it. Please join us Aug. 26
and invite your friends and
neighbors for this time of
healing as a community.

Ministry Fair

C

ome see all the exciting
ministries you can be a
part of at St. Peter’s at our
Aug. 19 Ministry Fair. Tables
will be in Asbury West and
E106 during the morning
with information about our
ministries and volunteer
opportunities.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
Sunday, Aug. 12, at 6:30 p.m.
Cinco Ranch High School
23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Child care will be available
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Ministry
through music
Joyful Bells. Joyful Bells
is our beginning adult bell
choir. They meet Tuesdays
at 8:30 a.m. in S101. If you
are interested in joining
this group, contact Carol
Mungavin at (281) 5468317.
Genesis Ringers Bell Choir.
This bell choir for grades
3–8 will begin Aug. 29
from 5:30–6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Come enjoy
refreshments and fun with
bells. Register at stpkaty.
org/music-ministry or call
Carol Mungavin at (281)
546-8317.
Grace Notes Women’s
Choir. We welcome singers, instrumentalists, and
dancers. The Grace Notes
sing in traditional worship
once a month and perform
at other venues in the
community. We rehearse
Tuesdays from 9:30–11:30
a.m. in E106 beginning
Aug. 14. For information,
contact Gail Shipley at
(281) 782-1598 or gshipnote@live.com.
One A Chord. This group
for men and women
welcomes singers, instrumentalists, and dancers.
One A Chord performs
throughout the community. Rehearsals are Mondays at 9:30 a.m. in Asbury
Hall beginning Aug. 6. For
information, contact Gail
Shipley at (281) 782-1598
or gshipnote@live.com.
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Life Groups

Building relationships, maturing as Christians

I

f you are looking for a way to develop strong relationships at St. Peter’s
as well as grow in your faith through Bible study, please consider joining a
Life Group. Our fall Life Group session
begins the week of Sept. 9. These are
groups of eight to 14 people meeting
once a week to build relationships with
other believers and study the Word of
God. You can sign up for a group in the
Lobby this Sunday or at stpkaty.org/
life-groups.
Life Group members find that the
benefits of the group are worth the investment of time. “We love doing life with our Life Group,” said one couple.
“With two working parents and three busy kids, we were hesitant to give
up another evening when we were first invited to visit. But once we started
going, the group had such a positive impact that it didn’t take long until we
looked forward to this time each week. We have both grown stronger in
our faith through the relationships
that have been created through Bible
study, prayer, and fellowship with our
Life Group family.”
Because God created us to be
relational, Life Groups are intended to
be a place where we learn to lean on
and count on each other in all aspects
of our lives. Studying the Bible is
what will produce mature believers in
Christ, so each week our Life Groups
study scripture related to that week’s sermon.
Life Groups are small enough that everyone has a chance to contribute,
but large enough that no one feels forced to speak up or share more than
they want to. Life Groups can have the greatest life-on-life impact and stay
together the longest when friendship
is the deepest. That is why you are
encouraged to join a group primarily
according to who else is in the group
rather than where or when the group
meets.
It sometimes takes two or three
tries to find a Life Group that fits a person’s needs. To that end, we provide
a three-week trial period to allow new
people to decide whether they connect with a group. At the end of three
weeks, they are free to decide to stay with the group for the rest of the session or to opt out with no questions asked.
If you have questions, please contact one of our Life Group Coordinators: Holly Couch at HollyCouch2010@gmail.com or Cathi Vann at clvann13@
gmail.com.

In Our Prayers

Summer intern Tommy Settlemeyer leads the Children’s Time in The Element on Family
Sunday, July 29.

PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham,
Dennis Bowling, Sharon Brown,
Gordon Buffington, David Burrough, Don Davies, Lorkeshia
Davis, Jamison Doehring, Samuel
England, Jenifer Franklin, John
Freeman, Dennis Gane, Delores
Gorski, Art Henderson, Brian
Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly,
Ralph Lovell, Maybelle Mullen,
Kathy Powell, Carey Reid, Virginia
Reper, Amanda Smith, Fay Smith,
Leslie Smuts, Barbara Thoen, Annabelle Turner, Sharon Van Huss,
Joe Waterman, Harvey Westbrook, Frank Womack, and
Bill Wright.
JOY
To Parker and Hannah Zimmerman on the birth of their daughter Max Tilly.

T Bar M Camp and Sunny Days kept kids entertained throughout the week.

Welcome to our new members
Tom and Gloria Cullins

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
July 22
Traditional Worship
8:30
151
9:45
474
11:00
265
The Element
9:45
81
11:00
92
SPLASH
25
West Campus
81
West Campus Students/Kids 25
Courage Service
34
Korean Service
5
TOTAL
1,233

July 29
Traditional Worship
8:30
125
9:45
189
11:00
313
The Element
9:45
120
11:00
130
West Campus
110
West Campus Students/Kids 39
Korean Service
5
TOTAL
1,031

SYMPATHY
To Mark Adams and family on the
death of his father.
To Jacob Floyd and family on the
death of his father.
To Michael Ritchie and family on
the death of his brother.
To Billy Tumlinson and family on
the death of his brother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim
and Alison Batig, John Belsha,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer,
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis
Harding, Adam Higdon, Tyler
Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes,
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn,
Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz,
Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin,
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie,
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob
Shinkle, Justin Simon, Theo
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor,
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.
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Pint for a pint!

O

ur next blood drive is
Aug. 26 from 8 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. in the Scout
House. August is Pint for a
Pint month, and all donors
will receive a coupon for
a free pint of Blue Bell ice
cream.
Please make plans to
donate your life-saving
blood. You can sign up in
the Lobby on Aug. 12 and 19
or by contacting Marsha at
mea1242@aol.com. She also
can answer any questions
you have about donating.

We appreciate
Katy teachers

H

elp us show our appreciation for Katy ISD
teachers with a plate of
cookies.
We need people to
bake cookies and bring
them to the Lobby on Sunday, Aug. 12, by 2 p.m. We
also need people to help
plate the cookies on trays
that day starting at 1:30
p.m. And we need people
to deliver cookies to the
schools on Monday, Aug.
13, from 9 to 10 a.m.
If you can help, just
show up Sunday or Monday. If you want to deliver
to a specific school, text
Kitty Clark at (832) 5675302.
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Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

W

ednesday Nights at St. Peter’s will be starting up on Aug. 29 and are
packed with opportunities for fellowship and spiritual growth. Evenings begin with a Potluck Dinner from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. in Lott Hall. Bring
a dish to share and enjoy some time getting to know your St. Peter’s family.
All are welcome even if you can’t bring food.
Following the dinner, we have activities for kids and adults. New this
year for adults are small group studies in our Discipleship Pathway. The
studies are grouped into three categories so that you can choose the one
the best fits with your faith journey. And your children can participate in our
new Wednesday Night Kids, which incorporates Bible study and worship as
they form relationships within a small group setting. Most activities start at
6:30 p.m., although there are a few exceptions.
Please plan to participate in one of the following activities this fall. Complete information and registration can be found stpkaty.org/events. You
also can register in the Lobby this Sunday. If you have questions, contact
Elizabeth Bucher at ebucher@stpkaty.org.
KIDS JAM (12 weeks) – E221, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Four age-related choirs for children from 4 years old through fifth grade.
Wednesday Night Kids (10 weeks) – SPLASH Theatre, 6:30-8 p.m.
Children who are age 3 through fifth grade are invited to join us from 6:30–8 p.m. as we encounter God through worship and learn how to use our Bible to grow in our faith.
Genesis Ringers Handbell Choir – Sanctuary, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
This handbell choir is for kids in grades 3 through 8. We especially need those who can play the
larger bells.
Nursery
Our nursery staff is ready to welcome infants and toddlers on Wednesdays. Infants should have
had their first round of immunizations. We also have a private nursing room.
Rooted Junior High Fellowship (10 weeks) – Wesley, 6-8 p.m.
Rooted is our Junior High Fellowship and Small Group night, with praise music, worship, games,
sports, and small group study. We also have dinner, which is $3.
Invitation: Introduction to Bible Study (10 weeks) – S201
This course is designed to provide a helpful foundation for how to read, study, and understand
scripture. The book costs $23.
Methodism 101 (10 weeks) – Asbury East
Are you new to the United Methodist Church? Or do you just want to learn more about what
makes the United Methodist Church unique? We have three experts on Methodism who bring
their own expertise to this class.
Living as a Disciple: A Spiritual Gifts Short Course (4 weeks) – S209
God has given each follower of Jesus spiritual gifts that are intended to be used in the Kingdom
of God. This course will help you discover what your spiritual gifts are and discern where God is
(and is not) calling you to use these gifts.
Faith-Filled Families (meets year- round) – Asbury West
This is a biblically based group of parents and grandparents with children or grandchildren
ranging in ages from newborn to college age. The group meets weekly for fellowship, support,
special presentations, and biblical teaching.
When the Game Is Over, It All Goes Back in the Box (6 weeks) – S209
In this thought-provoking study of what’s really important in life, John Ortberg uses games as a
metaphor to help us recognize and play for life’s real prize: being rich toward God.
Disciple Fast-Track Bible Study: Old Testament (12 weeks) – S101
This course provides an opportunity to engage with the Bible in an accessible and life-changing
manner. Cost of the book is $16.
The Epic of Eden: Ruth (6 weeks) – S210
Set in one of the most corrupt eras of Israelite history, Ruth is a story about three compelling
characters: Naomi, an elderly widow; Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law, who refuses to let Naomi
face the future alone; and Boaz, the family patriarch who is given the opportunity to do the right
thing. Cost of the book is $17.

continued on page 7

Wednesday Nights continued from page 6
Gospel of John/Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians – E225
Class starts Sept. 5. Two 12-week studies of the Gospel of John and Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.
Authentic Manhood (meets year-round) – S212, 6:30-8 p.m.
This Bible application class considers what it means to “Be an Authentic Man” with a focus on
our Design, our Story, our Traps, our Work, our Marriage and our Parenting.
Wednesday Night Bible Study (meets year-round) – S205, 6:30-8 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study meets for Bible and topical studies. This group is open to all. This
fall we will study Invitation to the New Testament and Revelation for Everyone.
Job Search Assistance – S202, 6:30-8 p.m.
This class is for those interested in help with finding employment or looking for a job change.
Chancel Choir – Ellis Music Suite,7-9 p.m.
This choir rehearses weekly on Wednesday nights from 7–9 p.m. and sings at the 9:45 and 11
a.m. traditional worship services. They also present special programs several times each year.

Chart your course for discipleship

W

e believe that following Jesus is a journey—an exciting adventure that
we are all invited to share together. On Aug. 22 from 6:30–7:30 p.m. in
Asbury East, you can chart your course for spiritual growth as you learn more
about the Discipleship Pathway and the many options you have for growing
in your faith at St. Peter’s. For more information, contact C.J. Stachurski at
cstachurski@stpkaty.org.

Daily
Bible
Reading
Aug. 6 – 12
MONDAY
Romans 10:5-13
TUESDAY
Ecclesiastes 11:1-6
WEDNESDAY
Psalm 119:33-40
THURSDAY
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
FRIDAY
Psalm 34:1-8
SATURDAY
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
SUNDAY
John 6:35, 41-51
Aug. 13 – 19
MONDAY
Romans 11:11-24
TUESDAY
Proverbs 8:1-21
WEDNESDAY
Proverbs 8:22-36
THURSDAY
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
FRIDAY
Psalm 34:9-14
SATURDAY
Ephesians 5:15-20
SUNDAY
John 6:51-58

Theatre Campers presented “Treasure Island: Searching for the Riches of the Kingdom of
God” during the 9:45 a.m. traditional worship service on July 22. This was the first year
we held this camp, which gave elementary children an opportunity to participate in all
aspects of producing a musical performance.
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St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

S u nday
Worship
8:30 a.m.8 only)
(Oct.
Traditional Worship
with Holy Communion

9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
Combined
Traditional, The
Traditional Worship
Element, and West Campus
The Element
Worship
in the Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship

Sunday
School for All Ages
11:00 a.m.

Combined
Traditional, The
10:30 a.m.
St. Peter’s West
Element,
and Campus
West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship

Sunday School for ages 2
to
only at 9:00 a.m. and
The5Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00
a.m. 			
Korean Worship Service

The Nursery is available for
SPLASH Children’s Worship
children younger than 2.
Sunday School for Adults
(2nd & 4th Sundays) 5:00 p.m.
Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Aug. 5
9:15 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

Small Group Registration
Pizza With the Pastors
Safe Sanctuary Training
Women’s Cancer Support Group

4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 7
6:30 p.m.
Fall Family Kick-off
Wednesday, Aug. 8
9:00 a.m.
Prayer Quilt Ministry
6:30 p.m.
Student Ministry Nuke ‘Em
Thursday, Aug. 9
10:00 a.m.
Brown Bag Bridge
7:00 p.m.
Small Group Facilitator Training
Sunday, Aug. 12
1:30 p.m.
Teacher Appreciation Cookies
5:00 p.m.
Courage Worship
6:30 p.m.
Night of Worship
Tuesday, Aug. 14
1:00 p.m.
KEYS Council
Wednesday, Aug. 15
First day of school for Katy ISD
Sunday, Aug. 19
8:00 a.m.
Ministry Fair
4:00 p.m.
Women’s Cancer Support Group
6:00 p.m.
Town Hall Meeting

Ways to serve
Lobby
E106
Asbury West
S205
Lott Hall
E221
Off Campus
E106
Asbury West
Lobby
Asbury Hall
Cinco Ranch HS
E225

Asbury West
S205
Sanctuary

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

Prayer Quilt Ministry. We invite you to join us Aug. 8 in E221
from 9 a.m. to noon. This ministry has created more than 1,000
quilts to give to those needing
comfort. Quilting experience is
not required. For more information, contact Tereasa Reimer at
(281) 468-9367.

Wednesday Night Dinner.
We need volunteers to help set
up for dinner and/or clean up
once or twice a month beginning Aug. 29. This is a vital
part of our Wednesday night
programs, so please consider
serving this ministry. Contact
Elizabeth Bucher at ebucher@
stpkaty.org if you can help.

