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Gospel Mass

The Chancel Choir and 

Orchestra will present this 

unique program Sunday, 

Sept. 30, at 9:45 and 11 a.m.

 

Fun fall events
October will be full of fun 

opportunities for the whole 

family, including the Pump-

kin Patch, Fall Family Festival, 

Pick-a-dilly Craft Fair, and 

Trunk or Treat.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

The Chancel Choir gathers each fall and spring for a choir retreat to learn special 
music for concerts, anthems, Christmas music, Requiems, and Easter music. This 
fall, we had more than 50 choir members gather at Camp Allen to work on the up-
coming “Gospel Mass,” which will be presented Sept. 30, and the “Many Moods of 
Christmas,” which will be presented in December. The choir spent Friday evening and 
most of the day Saturday working on music and enjoying fellowship, games, meals, 
and devotionals. This time away enables the choir to grow together as a family and to 
focus on learning extra music for these special performances. If you are interested in 
joining the Chancel Choir, contact David Galasso at dgalasso@stpkaty.org.

Chancel choir retreat focuses 
on special music, building community



Dear Friends,
In a devotional reading recently, I read the 

following. It was a good reminder for me to 
treat all people with compassion. I wish I did 
this better. 

She was a nurse employed at a residential 
care home in Western Oklahoma. It was a mug-
gy summer night, and many of the residents 
seemed more restless than usual. One of the pa-
tients, an elderly woman with a sour disposition 
who most people wouldn’t even venture near, 
was especially ill. Her doctor had quietly told 
the nurses she probably had only hours to live.

As the woman yelled loudly once again for 
someone to help her, the nurse hurried to the 
end of the hallway to her room. When she arrived at the room, like so many 
times before, the woman did not appear to need assistance, but seemed only 
to want someone with her. She complained she could not sleep and demanded 
the nurse do something about it.

The old woman had been a resident at the center for a number of years. 
She was known as a bitter person who complained long and loudly on a daily 
basis. No family ever visited her. Most of the nurses disliked treating her at all, 
and even the most optimistic of the residents had given up trying to befriend 
her. Indeed, most only wanted to put distance between themselves and her 
constant complaining.

A little while later, the nurse returned to the woman’s room with a sleep-
ing tablet prescribed by the doctor. She spoke in quiet tones to calm the 
woman who seemed very tired.

Suddenly she looked up, terror filling the old eyes as she said, “I know I 
don’t have much longer to live, and I’m afraid.” Big tears began to roll down 
her wrinkled cheeks as her eyes pleaded with the woman for understanding.

The nurse’s heart filled with compassion, and she went to the woman then 
and put her arms around her. It was near midnight, and her frail body shud-
dered as she cried, “I’m afraid to die,” she sobbed.

After many minutes, the nurse was finally able to quiet the old woman. 
She looked up at her from her bed, wrinkled cheeks wet with tears and asked, 
“Would you stay with me? I’m so afraid.” The nurse remembered a time many 
years before when she was a small child. Her mother had died when she was 
very young, and she remembered the terror of waking from nightmares with 
no one there to comfort her. She remembered nights spent awake fighting 
sleep when the nightmares would come and fearing the dark. A lump rose in 
her throat and tears filled her eyes as she nodded silently, then folded back the 
cover and climbed into bed with the old woman. She gently held her frail little 
body and stroked her hair until at last the sleeping pill took effect and she fell 
asleep.

In the early hours of morning, the nurse went back to check on the woman. 
Quietly opening the door and walking over to her bed, she saw that the wom-
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True compassion

continued on page 4

Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

The Chancel Choir and 
Orchestra will present 

“Gospel Mass” by Robert 
Ray Sept. 30 during the 
9:45 and 11 a.m. traditional 
services. This is an exciting 
work that sets the words 
from the Catholic Mass to 
the rhythm and harmony 
of African-American music. 
Please join us for this spe-
cial presentation. 

Choir, orchestra 
to present
‘Gospel Mass’ 

Mark your calendars 
for our annual Girl-

friend Getaway Jan. 25-27 
at Cathedral Oaks Retreat 
Center in Weimar. This 
year our retreat theme is 
“Seaside Escape” and our 
focus will be on fellowship 
and building relationships. 
We will have small group 
time, worship, music, mis-
sion opportunities, crafts 
and games, Bible journal-
ing, and other activities 
designed to bring us closer 
together as women of 
God. 

Registration will open 
Oct. 7 at stpkaty.org/
events. The cost is $150. 
For more information, 
please contact Whitney 
Peper at wpeper@stp-
katy.org.

Girlfriend 
Getaway



I am excited to kick off a new program for the 
students at St. Peter’s West Campus. There 

are some great things about having a single 
time slot over at West Campus. It helps in 
unity and lets us all worship at the same time. 
But it creates some challenges as well, such as 
what to do with Sunday School for students. 
When you have two hours, a student can go 
to Sunday School and still get to participate in 
worship at the next hour. 

To mitigate this at the West Campus, we 
have the students join us for the first part of 
worship and then invite them to go upstairs 
for a lesson tailored for them. However, with our focus on Life Groups for 
high school students on Sunday afternoons, we needed to go back to the 
drawing board to figure out what type of programming we can offer these 
students on Sunday morning. The Life Groups are sermon-based, allowing 
the students to delve deep into God’s Word. So we decided that it was best 
for the high school students to remain in worship. However, as often is the 
case, when you solve one problem you create another. We created a rela-
tionship gap on Sunday mornings for the high school students. 

To help our existing students, and we hope future students, get to 
know each other and build a 
healthy Christian community, we 
have started a coffee gathering 
at Starbucks the third Sunday of 
each month before worship. Emily 
Parsons is our new Associate Direc-
tor of Student Ministry and part of 
her responsibility at St. Peter’s will 
be working with the West Campus 
students. Emily launched the cof-
fee gathering last week and had 
a great first meeting with most of 
our current high school students. 
New relationships were formed, 
and I am excited to see what God 
will do through this new ministry at 
St. Peter’s.
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Church Council
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 25
 7 p.m., E106

All church members are 
welcome to attend.

Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Ministry and coffee 

Alex

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Tales from the West

Enjoy a night out while 
your kids have fun at 

church with friends and 
activities. Our next Parents 
Night Out is Oct. 5 from 5–8 
p.m. for children from birth 
through fifth grade. Dinner 
and activities will be provid-
ed for children ages 2 and 
up. For children younger 
than 2, bring your child’s 
dinner when you drop them 
off. 

The cost is $20 for the 
first child and $30 for two 
or more children. Register 
at stpkaty.org/parents-
night-out. Church member 
registration is Sept. 17– Oct. 
3. Community registration 
is Sept. 24– Oct. 3.  Space 
is limited, and refunds will 
not be offered after regis-
tration is closed. For infor-
mation, contact Nursery 
Coordinator Kimberly Patel 
at kpatel@stpkaty.org.

Parents 
Night Out
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Compassion continued from page 3

Heights Tour. We will 
tour the historic Houston 
Heights area on Oct. 2. 
The bus will leave church 
at 8:15 a.m. and arrive at 
Hickory Hollow restaurant 
for coffee, a look at the 
menu for lunch, and an 
introduction to our guide 
who will outline our day.  
We should be back at the 
church by 3:30 p.m. Cost 
is $10 due at signup plus 
lunch. You can sign up at 
the Information Desk in 
the Lobby. For more infor-
mation, contact PK Loef-
fler at (713) 557-2851.
Help Plan Our Trips. The 
KEYS Council is in need of 
a few more good people 
willing to help organize 
and implement the month-
ly trips provided for our 
KEYS members. Please 
contact Bob Belden at 
bob@texasbeldens.com if 
you are interested.

an looked peaceful, but then she saw she had stopped breathing. Tears again 
filled her eyes as she realized her kindness had been the last kindness shown to 
the old woman before she passed away that night.

There is a Chinese proverb that says “A bit of fragrance always clings to the 
hand that gives roses.” How true this is, for we never touch the life of another 
without also touching our own.

How many of us would have felt any compassion when faced with someone 
usually so unpleasant to deal with? How many of us would have felt sympathy 
for her but in the end done nothing to help? Would we have had the courage 
to risk our jobs to help a dying stranger?

True compassion does not stand and offer only words in time of need. Real 
compassion does not only look, it sees. The eyes of compassion see the pain 
and suffering of the other person and have the courage not only to look, but to 
look for ways to help, however small those ways might be.

“Beginning today, treat everyone you meet as if they were going to be 
dead by midnight. Extend to them all the care, kindness and understanding 
you can muster, and do it with no thought of any reward. Your life will never 
be the same again.” —Og Mandino

Blessings, 

Pat

Job Search Assistance 
meets Wednesdays for 

anyone looking for em-
ployment or a job change. 
Bring your resume and join 
us at 6:30 p.m. in S202 as 
we discuss search tactics, 
networking, resumes, and 
interviewing. For informa-
tion, contact John Cau-
dill at (281) 600-8138 or 
j.caudill@qualitec.com. 

Job Search

All sixth- through 12th-grade 
students are invited to 

Rooted, a weekly time of wor-
ship and fellowship. We meet on 
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
the Wesley Student Center. Bring 
your Bible and $3 for pizza. 

This semester, we are excited to announce a few changes that we 
believe make Rooted more accessible to all junior high and high school 
students. Traditionally, Rooted has been a junior high program led by a high 
school leadership team. We do not want to do away with that, but we do 
want to create a welcoming time of worship and fellowship for high school 
students who can’t commit to being on a leadership team.

We are still going to depend on our high school students to lead by ex-
ample at dinner, in worship, and during game time. Also, high school stu-
dents who have a desire to lead will have opportunities to do so by organiz-
ing games, leading worship, and teaching the junior high class.

We are adding a time of Bible study for high school students. We want to 
provide a space that is unique and appropriate for both junior high and high 
school groups. Students will study the Bible and participate in discussions 
that are relevant to their age. 

Please join us and contact Emily Parsons, Associate Director of Student 
Ministry, at eparsons@stpkaty.org if you have any questions.

Rooted welcomes junior, senior high students
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PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Den-
nis Bowling, Sharon Brown, Gor-
don Buffington, David Burrough, 
Nancy Calderone, Don Davies, 
Lorkeshia Davis, Jamison Doeh-
ring, Jenifer Franklin, John Free-
man, Delores Gorski, Art Hender-
son, Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, 
Ann Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Maybelle 
Mullen, Kathy Powell, Carey Reid, 
Virginia Reper, Judy Scearce, 
Fay Smith, Leslie Smuts, Barbara 
Thoen, Annabelle Turner, Sharon 
Van Huss, Joe Waterman, Harvey 
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and 
Bill Wright. 

SYMPATHY
To Terese Landry and family on 
death of her father.
To Robin Steele and family on the 
death of her father.
To Barbara Thoen and family on 
the death of her son.
 

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim 
and Alison Batig, John Belsha, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, 
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis 
Harding, Adam Higdon, Tyler 
Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes, 
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, 
Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa Ouel-
lette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, 
Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin, 
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, 
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob 
Shinkle, Justin Simon, Theo 
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor, 
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

September 9
Traditional Worship
8:30 178      
9:45 178
11:00 346
The Element
9:45 94      
11:00 89
SPLASH      60 
West Campus     110  
West Campus Students/Kids     36
Korean Service    6
Courage Service     28
TOTAL 1, 125  

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

Welcome to our new member
Jason Comer 

September 16
Traditional Worship
8:30 173 
9:45 184 
11:00 342
The Element
9:45 93       
11:00 102  
SPLASH      57 
West Campus     107  
West Campus Students/Kids     30
Korean Service       6
TOTAL 1,094    

At St. Peter’s, we want those who attend our worship services or other activities to be 
comfortable in our facility. As with any large campus, we have several maintenance 
and repair items that need attention. Would you or your Sunday School class, Life 
Group, or other small group like to sponsor one of these items through a donation 
of money, materials, or labor? Please contact Rev. Jamison Doehring at jdoehring@
stpkaty.org or (281) 492-8031 if you would like to sponsor one any the items below.

St. Peter’s Wish List 2018

Item Unit Cost  Priority

Emergency Lighting (50 needed) $35 Must

Install 7 Approved Video Security Cameras $220–$250 Must

Powerwashing $1,000 Should

Window Cleaning $750 Should

Floor Cleaning $1,000 Should

Purchase and Install Additional 
Security Video Cameras (20 needed) $220-$250 Should

Purchase Additional Switch Box for 
Security Video Camera Monitoring $3,000 Should

Replace Damaged Pew Upholstery in Sanctuary $750 Should

Repair or Replace Chairs in Classrooms
(125–150 needed) $28–$35 Should
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Mission Conferences. 
Our next unit meeting is 
Oct. 3 at 10 a.m. in E106. 
Dr. Glenna Kyker Brayton, 
former member of First 
United Methodist Church, 
Katy, will present the UMW 
Mission U study “Our Mis-
sionary Conferences.” Com-
ing to us from her home 
in Colorado, Glenna brings 
firsthand information about 
all three conferences: 
Oklahoma Indian, Alaska, 
and Red Bud. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for this 
interactive study about the 
United Methodist Church’s 
missions and ministries. For 
more information, contact 
Kathy Ernest at (281) 574-
9947. 

Are you wondering 
how you can serve our 

community through mis-
sions? Our Missions Com-
mittee is a place where 
you can answer that 
calling. You are invited to 
attend our next meeting 
on Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. in E225 
to find out how our church 
is involved in missions. 
For more information, 
please e-mail RhondaLBur-
rough@gmail.com. 

Are you called
to serve?

Potluck Dinner
Wednesdays

5:45–6:30 p.m.
Lott Hall

Bring a dish to share and enjoy time 
together with your St. Peter’s family.
If you don’t have time to make or buy 

something to bring, come anyway. 
There’s always plenty to eat! 

The Fall Family Festival, benefiting the Early Childhood Development 
Center, is Oct. 13 from 3–6 p.m., rain or shine. The event features pony 

rides, a petting zoo, balloon artists, face painting, inflatables, games, food 
and more. Cash and credit cards will be accepted for all attractions. Bring 
your family for a day filled with fall fun, which raises money for the children 
of ECDC!

We need baked items for the Cake Walk and Bake Sale. If you can help, 
please bring baked or bought goods to Asbury Hall on Oct. 12 during school 
hours or Oct. 13 from noon to 2 p.m. Items should be labeled and wrapped 
in sturdy and disposable packaging. We need single cakes and brownies, 
cupcakes, and cookies in sets of 12 and six. For more information, contact 
Samantha Martin at (512) 626-6934 or samanthamartin19@gmail.com.

Fall Family Festival

Student Ministry’s annual Pumpkin Patch begins Oct. 7 when a truckload 
of pumpkins arrives. The proceeds from the Pumpkin Patch make it 

possible for our high school seniors to continue our decades-long mission 
relationship with churches and schools in Jamaica during Spring Break. 

We need your help to make the Pumpkin Patch a success. We need 
helpers, and wheelbarrows, to unload the pumpkins on Oct. 7 at 2 p.m. We 
will provide refreshments. We’re also 
asking for volunteers to staff the Pump-
kin Patch, greet visitors, and handle 
pumpkin sales from Oct. 8–31. We have 
a variety of shifts each day of the week. 
Please sign up at stpkaty.org/pumpkin-
patch. If you have questions, contact 
Emily Parsons at eparsons@stpkaty.

Pumpkin Patch



7

Sept. 24 – 30
MONDAY

Amos 5:10-17
TUESDAY

Galatians 5:2-15
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 25:6-10a

THURSDAY
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22

FRIDAY
Psalm 19:7-14

SATURDAY
James 5:13-20

SUNDAY
Mark 9:38-50

Oct. 1 – 7
MONDAY

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 30-32
TUESDAY

1 Timothy 1:12-17
WEDNESDAY

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14
THURSDAY

Job 1:1, 2:1-10
FRIDAY
Psalm 8

SATURDAY
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12

SUNDAY
Mark 10:2-16

Daily 
Bible

Reading

On Oct. 24, St. Peter’s parking lot will become the candy and fun head-
quarters of Katy as we host our annual Trunk or Treat. We will have lots 

of free fun with decorated trunks, games, face painting, a rock wall, pop-
corn, and a costume contest. We are excited to welcome three food trunks 
this year:  Soul Cat, Tila’s Tacos, and Off Beatz Eats, as well as Kona Ice Sno 
Cone Bus. You will need to bring cash or a credit card for the food trucks 
and sno cones. 

Back by popular demand is the dunking booth where you will have the 
chance to dunk your favorite male pastor or ministry leader. And we will be 
collecting small items for Operation Christmas Child, which can be dropped 
off near the food trucks. 

We would love to have Sunday School classes, Life Groups, ministries 
and individuals host trunks. E-mail Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.
org to let her know you’ll sponsor a trunk, pick a family-friendly theme and 
game for your trunk, buy candy, and come and spread joy to thousands of 
Katy kids. For more information or to donate candy, contact Whitney. 

The KEYS senior adult group recently visited the Hemi Hideout near Brookshire, which 
houses a unique collection of vintage cars and auto-related memorabilia. Information 
about other KEYS trips is in this newsletter and in the worship bulletin. You can sign up 
at the Information Desk in the Lobby on Sundays.

Trunk or Treat

Pick-a-dilly Craft Fair

Our Missions Ministry is sponsoring the 28th annual Pick-a-dilly Craft Fair 
Oct. 20 from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. just in time for Halloween, Thanksgiving, 

and the Christmas holidays. About 100 vendors bring home décor and holi-
day items, food, clothes, jewelry, and more to this event that benefits our 
Missions Ministry. There also will be a silent auction, bake sale, food, and 
the Student Ministry Pumpkin Patch. Admission is free. 



 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Korean Worship Service

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

 (2nd & 4th Sundays) 5:00 p.m.
 Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Tuesday, Sept. 25
7:00 p.m. Church Council E106
 Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, Sept. 26
10:00 a.m. The Gathering Asbury Hall
5:45 p.m. Potluck Dinner Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s Various
Friday, Sept. 28
6:00 p.m. Friday Night Friends E221
Sunday, Sept. 30
9:45, 11:00 a.m. Chancel Choir Gospel Mass Sanctuary
Monday, Oct. 1
9:15 a.m. The Organic God begins E106
Tuesday, Oct. 2 
6:30 p.m. Smocks for Life Asbury West
Wednesday, Oct. 3
9:30 a.m. Flourish Women’s Group S201
10:00 a.m. UMW Unit Meeting E106
5:45 p.m. Potluck Dinner Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s Various
Friday, Oct. 5
5:00 p.m. Parents Night Out Nursery

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

In this study focusing on 

what’s really important in life, 

John Ortberg uses games as a 

metaphor to help us recognize 

and play for life’s real prize: be-

ing rich toward God. 

This six-week class, which 

begins Sept. 26 at 6:30 p.m. 

in S209, will help you sort out 

what’s fleeting and what’s per-

manent in God’s kingdom. Child 

care is provided. The workbook 

costs $9. Register at stpkaty.

org/bible-studies--small-groups.

When the Game 
Is Over, It All Goes 
Back in the Box


