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THIS ISSUE:
Get involved
in Missions

Our Missions Committee is 

inviting all  who feel called 

to serve others to join their 

team and help St. Peter’s 

share God’s love.

 

New Student 
Ministry staff

Please welcome staff mem-

bers Chad McElveen and 

Emily Parsons, who will be 

working with our students.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

A big thank you to Francis “Papa” Richards for designing, building, and installing the 
Little Free Library outside of the Children’s Ministry/Early Childhood Development 
Center entrance. Feel free to take a book and leave a book!  

Little Free Library now open



Dear Friends,
Worship is such an important part of our 

life of faith. I thoroughly enjoyed our focus 
on having a “Heart of Worship” during the 
month of August. We explored how we come 
together to truly worship a God who is wor-
thy. We further looked at different elements 
of our worship service. I pray that it was a 
blessing to you and your family. 

One of the exciting events we had in Au-
gust was a “Night of Worship” at Cinco Ranch 
High School on Aug. 12. The service focused 
on just that: worship. We had an extended 
time of music, prayer, and communion. Ste-
phen Walker and the contemporary music 
ministry of St. Peter’s did a wonderful job leading us in praising God through 
music. We had several of our youth step forward to lead us in prayer. They 
led us as we specifically lifted up the students, teachers, and administra-
tors as they were getting ready to begin the school year that next week. It 
was a special moment to reflect on the fact that the space where we were 
worshipping that Sunday evening would soon be filled with high school 
students eating lunch. I am so thankful for those times when we can come 
together as a larger church family to pray for this community into which 
God has placed us. 

There are many upcoming music ministry opportunities that David Galas-
so has planned for our traditional services and Stephen Walker has planned 
for our contemporary worship. I believe we are blessed to have one of the 
best music ministries in the Houston/Katy area. I would encourage you to 
join us for these special events in the future. I know they are a blessing to 
me, and I hope and pray they are a blessing to you as well.

Blessings, 
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The blessing of worship

Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

Pat

Are you wondering 
how you can serve our 

community through mis-
sions? Our Missions Com-
mittee is a place where 
you can answer that 
calling. You are invited to 
attend our next meeting 
on Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. in E225 
to find out how our church 
is involved in missions. 
For more information, 
please e-mail RhondaLBur-
rough@gmail.com. 

Are you called
to serve?

Potluck Dinner
Wednesdays

5:45–6:30 p.m.

Lott Hall

Bring a dish to share

Open Hearts is a sup-
port group for fami-

lies and friends of LGBT 
persons. We offer a safe 
and affirming setting for 
those who desire under-
standing, education, and 
support. We welcome 
anyone to be a part of this 
group, whether you need 
support or can provide 
support. 

Our next meeting is 
Sept. 20 at 7 p.m. in E225. 
For more information, 
please contact Elaine Saun-
ders at esaunders@stp-
katy.org or (281) 492-8031.  

Open Hearts



Life Groups begin this Sunday! As I have 
gotten to know more of the culture here 

at St. Peter’s, it is clear that study and com-
munity have been two core values. I am still 
overwhelmed by the strength of our Sunday 
Schools. They continue to be a place of enor-
mous vitality for so many of our people.

It also is exciting to see these two core 
values take a position of prominence as we 
engage people in discipleship across our 
church at other times and days of the week 
through Life Groups. Life Groups work well 
for those who only spend one hour at church 
on Sunday mornings but are looking for a place to grow closer to other 
Christians and develop a deeper relationship with God.

I have grown to love this model of discipleship. Life Groups have built-in 
on-ramps. If someone does not like the first Life Group they try, there is an 
“easy out” option that allows them to join another group. Also, at the end 
of each 10-week session, people have the option to join another group, stay 
in the same group, or stop if they need too. 

During their time together, most of the Life Groups delve deeper into 
the sermon. Last spring, we decided to have cross-venue Life Groups, 
where people in Traditional could be in a group with someone from the 
West Campus or The Element. With this arrangement, Pat, Kris, and I de-
cided that we would preach from the same scripture so the sermons would 
have the same focus and theme. With Parker now joining us in our sermon 
planning, I can say that all the pastors are excited about the sermon series 
in the coming months.  

One of my favorite moments each fall and spring when Life Groups be-
gin is sitting in the living room at my Life Group and realizing that more than 
100 people are gathering in different living rooms, developing more pro-
found friendships, and studying the Word of God. I would encourage you, if 
you are not in a small group, to explore all the different small group options 
to find what works best for you and your family. Sunday School, Wednesday 
Night Bible study, Life Groups, or any of our other studies during the week 
are great places to get plugged in at our church. I am so thankful for the 
culture of Bible study and fierce community here at St. Peter’s.
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Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Study and community 

Alex

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Tales from the West

Job Search Assistance 
meets Wednesdays for 

anyone looking for employ-
ment or a job change. Join 
us at 6:30 p.m. in S202 as 
we discuss search tactics, 
networking, resumes, and 
interviewing. For informa-
tion, contact John Caudill at 
(281) 600-8138 or j.caudill@
qualitec.com. 

Job Search 
Assistance

Join us Tuesdays for Beth 
Moore’s “Stepping Up: 

A Journey Through the 
Psalms of Ascent” begin-
ning Sept. 18. The morning 
class meets at 9:30 a.m. in 
S201, and the evening class 
meets at 6:30 p.m. in E225. 
Register at stpkaty.org/
events.

Journey through 
Psalms of Ascent

This women’s Bible 
group will begin a four-

week study of the book of 
Esther beginning Sept. 10 
at 9:30 a.m. in E225. The 
group meets throughout 
the school year, and you 
can join it at any time. We 
have monthly lunches 
and participate in several 
mission projects. For more 
information, contact Mary-
ann Fanty at (281) 395-1719.

Monday 
Morning Bible 
Study
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St. Peter’s is pleased to welcome our new Director of Student Ministry 
Chad McElveen and Associate Director of Student Ministry Emily Par-

sons. Chad will join us Oct. 1.
Chad has been in student ministries for more than 12 

years. This May he was recognized by the Texas Annual 
Conference and was certified in Youth Ministry. He grew 
up in the United Methodist Church in Lufkin and is mar-
ried to Sable, who has been his best friend since seventh 
grade. He graduated from Stephen F. Austin State Uni-
versity as a theatre major, but felt a calling and passion 

to be in ministry with students. He is 
looking forward to meeting everyone 
and being a part of St. Peter’s.  

Emily grew up at St. John’s UMC where Alex Zeisig 
was her youth director. Her youth group was a place 
of formation for her, and she is passionate about help-
ing create the same kind of formational opportunities 
for other students at St. Peter’s. She has worked as a 
Student Ministry intern for three summers at First UMC, 
Missouri City. She also worked as an intern at St. Peter’s 
this past summer. Emily just graduated from Texas A&M 

with a degree in Communication. She is very happy to be joining the St. Pe-
ter’s Student Ministry staff and is excited to get to know each student.

Student Ministry Director, Associate named

Heights Tour. We will 
tour the historic Houston 
Heights area on Oct. 2. 
The bus will leave church 
at 8:15 a.m. and arrive at 
Hickory Hollow restaurant 
for coffee, a look at the 
menu for lunch, and an 
introduction to our guide 
who will outline our day.  
Most of the tour will be 
from the bus with a few 
stops to tour some build-
ings. A stop at Penzeys 
spice shop will conclude 
our tour. We should be 
back at the church by 3:30 
p.m. Cost is $10 due at 
signup plus lunch. You can 
sign up at the Information 
Desk in the Lobby. For 
more information, contact 
PK Loeffler at (713) 557-
2851.

Flourish is a new group for women of all ages that gives them the op-
portunity to make new friends, engage in fun activities, and learn how 

incorporating virtues into their everyday life can have a lasting impact on 
their families and relationships. Women can experience personal growth 
through informative speakers, activities, games, crafts, and service and 
giving projects. Please join us Wednesdays beginning Oct. 3 from 9:30-11:30 
a.m. in S201. Cost is $50 for the year, and scholarships are available. You can 
register for Flourish and for child care at stpkaty.org/events. 

The Prayer Quilt Ministry 
invites you to join them 

Sept. 12 in E221 from 9 a.m. 
to noon. This ministry has 
created more than 1,000 
quilts to give to those 
needing comfort. Quilting 
experience is not required. 
For more information, 
contact Tereasa Reimer at 
(281) 468-9367.

Do you long for a genuine encounter with God? In “The Organic God,” 
Margaret Feinberg explores breathtaking glimpses of God’s charac-

ter—his big-heartedness, kindness, beauty, mystery, and more—inviting 
you to discover God in a healthy, refreshing way. 

Through personal stories and scriptural insights, Margaret invites you 
to experience a spiritual renewal. Grab a friend and join us Mondays, be-
ginning Oct. 1, at 9:15 a.m. in E106. Child care is available. Please register 
at stpkaty.org/organic-god. 

Discovering God’s character

Gather, grow, and thrive in Flourish

Prayer Quilt 
Ministry
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PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, 
Dennis Bowling, Sharon Brown, 
Gordon Buffington, David Bur-
rough, Don Davies, Lorkeshia 
Davis, Jamison Doehring, Jenifer 
Franklin, John Freeman, Delores 
Gorski, Art Henderson, Brian 
Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, 
Ralph Lovell, Maybelle Mullen, 
Kathy Powell, Carey Reid, Virginia 
Reper, Judy Scearce, Fay Smith, 
Leslie Smuts, Barbara Thoen, 
Annabelle Turner, Sharon Van 
Huss, Joe Waterman, Harvey 
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and 
Bill Wright. 

SYMPATHY
To Elise Bortka and family on the 
death of her father.
To Carolyn, Brian, and Carrie 
Gane and family on the death of 
their husband and father, Dennis 
Gane.
To Becky Gunderson and family 
on the death of her mother.
To Andy Rike and family on the 
death of his mother, Margie Rike.
To Kay Tomlinson and family on 
the death of her mother, Daphne 
Large.
To Dale Wunder and family on 
the death of his mother.
 

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim 
and Alison Batig, John Belsha, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, 
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis 
Harding, Adam Higdon, Tyler 
Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes, 
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, 
Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa Ouel-
lette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, 
Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin, 
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, 
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob 
Shinkle, Justin Simon, Theo 
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor, 
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

August 19
Traditional Worship
8:30 151      
9:45 226
11:00 308
The Element
9:45 90      
11:00 116
SPLASH      56 
West Campus     97  
West Campus Students/Kids     43
Korean Service    6
TOTAL 1,093  

August 26
Traditional Worship
8:30 156 
9:45 233 
11:00 394
The Element
9:45 112       
11:00 116  
SPLASH      77 
West Campus     103  
West Campus Students/Kids     49
Korean Service    6
Courage Service     35
TOTAL 1, 281    

September 2
Traditional Worship
8:30 157 
9:45 183 
11:00 299
The Element
9:45 76       
11:00 92  
SPLASH      38 
West Campus     83   
West Campus Students/Kids     28
Korean Service     6
TOTAL 962  

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

Christ Clinic, one of our mission part-
ners, needed a new bariatric phlebot-
omy chair for its onsite lab. Thanks to 
St. Peter’s $1,500 donation, Christ Clinic 
was able to purchase the chair, a pair of 
specialized shoes for a diabetic patient 
who lost part of his foot, and addition-
al wound care supplies. To continue 
to provide quality healthcare to thou-
sands who are uninsured, serving those 
in need with love, compassion, dignity, 
and respect, Christ Clinic is holding 
its annual fundraiser Breakfast for a 
Blessing on Oct. 5 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
at CrossPoint Church. The speaker will 
be Dr. Elizabeth McIngvale. For ticket 
and table sponsorship information, 
visit christclinickaty.org/news-events/
breakfast-for-a-blessing.

Welcome to 
our new members

Gordon and Lindsey Good-
ing, Maurine Hutchison, Terri 
Moeller, Christilynn Price-Os-

borne and Summer Lynn Price, 
and Billy and Pat Tumlinson

ECDC Fall 
Family Festival
Oct. 13, 3-6 p.m.

http://christclinickaty.org/news-events/breakfast-for-a-blessing
http://christclinickaty.org/news-events/breakfast-for-a-blessing
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Projected Giving for 2018 – $3,170,000
Actual Giving through July 2018 – $1,639,780
Expenses through July 2018 – $1,675,909 
2018 Apportionments – Paid $53,121 of $326,261

Financial report through July 2018
Operating Activity

Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of July 2018 – $2,991,009
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of July 2018 – $1,058,525
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,932,484

Capital Campaign

After a summer break, 
the United Methodist 

Women met on Aug. 15 to 
assemble UMCOR school 
kits. Enough school sup-
plies were collected to 
furnish 109 kits.

Our first monthly meet-
ing after the break was 
held Sept. 5. Russell La-
Grone, Associate Pastor at 
St. Mark’s UMC, Houston, 
was the guest speaker. He 
presented a program about 
his Heights neighborhood 
mission work.
Mission Conferences. Our 
next unit meeting is Oct. 
3 at 10 a.m. in E106. Dr. 
Glenna Kyker Braxton, 
former member of First 
United Methodist Church, 
Katy, will present the UMW 
Mission U study “Our Mis-
sionary Conferences.” Com-
ing to us from her home 
in Colorado, Glenna brings 
firsthand information about 
all three conferences: 
Oklahoma Indian, Alaska, 
and Red Bud. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for this 
interactive study about the 
United Methodist Church’s 
missions and ministries. For 
more information, contact 
Kathy Ernest at (281) 574-
9947. 

Throughout the year, St. Peter’s partners with several groups that are 
working to meet the needs of people in our community. One of those 

groups is Hope Impacts. Hope Impacts seeks to provide hope to homeless, 
helpless, and under-resourced people in the Katy area through tangible acts 

of love. By creating a net-
work of caring people, Hope 
Impacts provides partner-
ships, information, and 
resources to address the 
physical, emotional, finan-
cial, and spiritual needs of 
those who are struggling.

One of the ways they 
accomplish this mission 
is by packing lunches for 

people in need of a healthy meal. This summer 12 of our students and four 
adults joined together to pack lunches for Hope Impacts. The students not 
only gathered the items for the lunches and packed them, but also included 
notes of encouragement and prayer. These lunches were then delivered to 
Hope Impacts to be dispersed to homeless and under-resourced people in 
our area. 

Through their generosity of spirit and time, these students and adults 
fully lived into the vision of St. Peter’s to offer the grace of God to all of 
Katy and Fulshear. If you would like more information about Hope Impacts, 
please visit their website at hopeimpacts.net.

Thank you, 
St. Peter’s Mission Committee

Lunches packed with encouragement, prayer
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Sept. 10 – 16
MONDAY

Jeremiah 38:1-13
TUESDAY

Hebrews 12:1-13
WEDNESDAY
1 Peter 3:13-22

THURSDAY
Proverbs 1:20-33

FRIDAY
Psalm 116:1-9
SATURDAY

James 3:1-12
SUNDAY

Mark 8:27-38

Sept. 17 – 23
MONDAY

Proverbs 1:2-7
TUESDAY

1 Corinthians 12:14-26
WEDNESDAY
1 Peter 5:1-11
THURSDAY

Proverb 31:10-31
FRIDAY

Psalm 54
SATURDAY

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
SUNDAY

Mark 9:30-37

Daily 
Bible

Reading
St. Peter’s has created the Program Team as part of an effort to ensure 

vibrant age-level ministries. This is a team composed of Children’s, Stu-
dent, and Family Ministries, now meeting as one Program Team to calen-
dar together and plan events like the Fall Family Kick-Off. We currently are 
working on some creative ways to partner with parents to help them be 
spiritual leaders at home. We believe that we can do far more together than 
we ever could alone.

One of the benefits of bringing these ministries together is having an 
easily understandable, streamlined schedule for our weekly events. To maxi-
mize our impact, we are focusing on making Wednesday night and Sunday 
morning programming excellent for all ages, paying special attention to mo-
ments of transition, such as confirmation, to make sure no one falls through 
the cracks.

The program team has realized that focusing on parents will have a big 
impact on the lives of children and youth. On average, St. Peter’s gets 40 
hours a year with the children and youth who walk through our doors. Par-
ents on average get 4,000 hours a year with their children and youth. That’s 
a considerable difference. So we will be partnering with parents, offering 
the necessary tools for them to become confident, competent spiritual 
leaders in the home. 

Parents are invited to attend our Faith-Filled Families class on Wednes-
day nights at 6:30 p.m. in Asbury East. You will hear from experts in parent-
ing, meet with other parents to share your parenting struggles and success-
es, and we might even give you a few nights off for some time with your 
friends or special someone. Register at stpkaty.org/events or just show up!

Two other resources we want to share with you are the Parent Cue App 
and the Remind App, both downloadable on your phone. The Parent Cue 
App is a resource that sends you developmentally appropriate cues to con-
nect with your child and talk about your faith. The second resource is the 
Remind App. This is an app that you can opt in to and receive regular up-
dates about what is going on in Children’s or Student Ministry. Download it 
and use the codes in the image below to get into the appropriate channel.

Time with our children is limited. From birth to high school graduation, 
there are 936 weeks. Let’s make every moment count.

Program team focuses on parent leadership



 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Korean Worship Service

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

 (2nd & 4th Sundays) 5:00 p.m.
 Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Sept. 9
12:15 p.m. Pizza With the Pastors E106
  Safe Sanctuary Asbury West
Monday, Sept. 10
9:30 a.m. Monday Morning Bible Study E225
Tuesday, Sept. 11
4:00 p.m. Powerful Tools for Caregivers Asbury East
7:00 p.m. Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, Sept. 12
9:00 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry E221
9:30 a.m. Human Trafficking Phone Bank E225
10:00 a.m. UMW Board Meeting E106
5:45 p.m. Potluck Dinner Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s Various
Thursday, Sept. 13
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag Bridge E106
Sunday, Sept. 16
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support Group S205
Monday, Sept. 17
6:00 p.m. Adoption Support Group E225
7:00 p.m. Trustees Conference Room
Tuesday, Sept. 18 
9:30 a.m. Stepping Up Bible Study S201
6:30 p.m. Stepping Up Bible Study E225
Wednesday, Sept. 19
10:00 a.m. UMW Agape-Miriam Circle E106
5:45 p.m. Potluck Dinner Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s Various
Thursday, Sept. 20
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee Conference Room
 Open Hearts Support Group E225

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

If you have a U.S. flag that needs to 
be retired because it is torn, tattered, 
or faded, you can place it in the new 
Flag Retirement Box in front of the 
Scout House and it will be disposed 
of respectfully. The box is the Eagle 
Scout project of Zachary Hinds of 
Troup 209.

Do you have 
a damaged flag?


