St. Peter’s

CONNECTION
VOL. 9, No. 7
November 2, 2018

Connecting the World with God’s Love

THIS ISSUE:

Trunk or Treat

Katy Thanksgiving
Feast

St. Peter’s is partnering with
other area churches to make
sure those in need have a
Thanksgiving meal.

Family Advent
Night
Families can create projects
for Advent and enjoy a time
of fellowship, cookies, and
hot chocolate.

A little rain didn’t stop Trunk or Treat this year. The festivities were moved inside
so that church members, staff, and our neighbors could enjoy plenty of games and
treats while staying dry!

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

UMCOR helps
with hurricane
recovery

I

f you would like to help
with the recovery from
Hurricane Michael, please
make your check out to St.
Peter’s and put UMCOR
#901670 in the “for” line.
The United Methodist
Committee on Relief will
distribute financial assistance to disaster-affected
areas as they assess the
need. You can also donate
at umcor.org.

Wednesday
Night Dinner

Y

ou are invited to
our Potluck Dinner Wednesdays from
5:45–6:30 p.m. in Lott
Hall. Bring a dish to share
if you can, but you are
welcome even if you can’t
bring food. There’s always
plenty to eat!

First for Food
Sunday, Nov. 4
Bring nonperishable
food items to the
collection box in the
Lobby for the St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry.
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Give thanks
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.
—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

S

everal years ago, I participated in a Gratitude Challenge on Facebook that asked
people to post one thing each day in November they were grateful for. I found the daily
practice helped me recognize many wonderful things in my life I would have otherwise
overlooked!
Cultivating a practice of gratitude in our
Rev. Kim Poer
daily life can remind us, even on difficult days, Pastor of Care Ministry
that we have much to be thankful for. The
practice of gratitude can be an especially powerful antidote for those suffering from grief, anxiety, depression, discontentment, or a countless number
of other human struggles. In the grief recovery groups I work with, we are
reminded often that while we may not be able to change our circumstances,
we can choose how we respond. How we think about and talk to ourselves
and God about our circumstances can make a huge difference in our emotional health and wellness.
Many people I visit with these days are feeling weighed down by the
climate of conflict, divisions, and hostility that is pervasive in our public
discourse, the news of weather disasters across our country and world, and
the accumulated stress of one crisis stacked on top of another.
As we enter the month of November, I am choosing once again to be
intentional in cultivating a daily practice of gratitude. I found two wonderful online resources that I would like to share with you. One site, Gratitude
Challenge, created by our Episcopalian cousins, includes a calendar of
prompts and other resources. The other site, Family Celebration for Thanksgiving, was created by our United Methodist Discipleship Resources. I invite
you to join me this month in cultivating a daily practice of gratitude and
would love to hear about your experiences! Drop me a note or e-mail
(kmpoer@stpkaty.org) to share your journey. I am grateful for each of you
and for the privilege to serve with you!

Kim

Setup workers needed

O

ur Facilities department is looking for people interested in working on
our setup crew. The hours are flexible, either a Saturday or Sunday for
about six hours and/or during the week, as needed. This job involves physical activity and you would be setting up and cleaning up before and after
activities at St. Peter’s. This is an hourly position with no benefits. Please
contact facilities@stpkaty.org for more information.

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Becoming an Elder, part 2

A

while back, I shared about the long
process to become a United Methodist
pastor. Two weeks ago, I got to participate in
one of the more enjoyable parts.
Every year the Cabinet (the pastors who
oversee our different districts who advise the
bishop) takes the group of pastors who are
up for ordination (which I am one of) on a
mission trip down to the Texas-Mexico border
to get to know them better.
Alex Zeisig,
I did not really know what to expect of
Pastor to the West Campus
this trip. It seemed like it would be three days
during which the bigwigs of the conference would watch us and begin to
form a mental picture of each of our strengths and weaknesses.
Nothing could be farther from the truth. The trip was a very enriching
time in which I got to work with my peers alongside the Cabinet in service
to God and in love of
neighbor. I got to know
many of these pastors
on the Cabinet and hear
some of their faith journeys and about some of
the churches that they
have served in their
pastoral ministry. It was
a very blessed time.
It did strike me how
easy it is to enter into something with some fear and trepidation because
we doubt the intentions of the other party. In this world, such a mindset is
sometimes necessary, but oftentimes we default to such a world view when
we should not. The trip reminded me of how easy it is to judge others and
jump to conclusions about what something might be instead of being willing to experience that new thing with an open mind. I am thankful for the
reminder not to jump to conclusions about new experiences without first
being open to what God might be doing in and through that event.

Alex

No Labels,
Just Faith

N

o Labels, Just Faith Bible Study meets at the
No Label Brewing in Katy
(5351 1st St.) on Wednesday
nights at 7:15 p.m. There is
no homework! We select
a chapter from the Bible,
read it individually, and
then discuss it.
Participants arrive
between 7 and 7:30 p.m.
Some order dinner from
whichever food truck might
be there that Wednesday.
Some bring their own beverages and/or food. Some
purchase beverages from
No Label. We usually wrap
up discussion by 8:30 p.m.,
but some stay to visit after
that.
Please bring a Bible or
have one on your phone or
tablet. All ages, genders,
or denominational backgrounds are welcome; we
are a small, diverse group
wanting to include more
people. We will begin 1
Corinthians on Nov. 7.
Participants can come as
their schedules permit. If
you have questions, e-mail
tracialbosta@gmail.com.
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Brown Bag Bridge. Our
winners for October were
Barbara Young, high, and
Willie Morillon, second
high. Please join us for our
next play date on Nov. 8 at
10 a.m. in E106.

Understanding
the Old
Testament

T

he Abide Sunday
School class begins
the study “Epic of Eden—
Understanding the Old
Testament” Nov. 4 at 11
a.m. If you are interested
in understanding Jesus
and his disciples, how they
thought, and their cultural
background, please join us
in S203.

A

dvent is a joyous and busy season at St. Peter’s. We hope you’ll look
through this list of events and worship services to find ways to anticipate and celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Dec. 1 – Breakfast with Santa, 8–10 a.m.
Dec. 1 – Treasures in the Attic, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Dec. 2 – Messiah Singalong, 7 p.m.
Dec. 7 – Carols on the Green at LaCenterra, 6 p.m.
Dec. 9 – Youth Choir Concert, 9:45 and 11 a.m.
Dec. 9 – KIDS JAM Christmas Musical, 3 p.m.
Dec. 9 – Road to Bethlehem, 4–6 p.m.
Dec. 16 – Chancel Choir, Orchestra, and Handbells Concert, 9:45 and 11 a.m.
Dec. 17 – Night of Hope, 7 p.m.
Dec. 23 – Jingle Jam Family Christmas Service, 4 p.m.
Dec. 24 – Courage Christmas Eve Service, 3 p.m.
Dec. 24 – Traditional Christmas Eve Services; 5, 7, 9, 11 p.m.
Dec. 24 – The Element Christmas Eve Services; 5:30, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 24 – West Campus Christmas Eve Service, 5 p.m.

Financial report through September 2018
Job Search
Assistance

T

he final Job Search Assistance session for the
fall will be this Wednesday,
Nov. 7. This group is for
anyone looking for employment or a job change.
Join us at 6:30 p.m. in S202
as we discuss search tactics, networking, resumes,
and interviewing. For
information, contact John
Caudill at (281) 600-8138 or
j.caudill@qualitec.com.
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Operating Activity
Projected Giving for 2018 – $3,170,000
Actual Giving through September 2018 – $2,093,164
Expenses through September 2018 – $2,132,400
2018 Apportionments – Paid $58,174 of $326,261

Capital Campaign
Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of September 2018 – $2,971,009
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of September 2018 –
$1,034,381
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,936,628

Family Advent Night

A

ll families are invited to Family Advent Night on Nov. 29 from 6:30–8
p.m. in Asbury Hall. Your family will get to work together to create a
“Names of Jesus” Advent banner, your own Advent wreath, and other activities designed to help you celebrate the joyful season of Advent. We also
will decorate Christmas cookies and have hot chocolate.
At the end of the night your family will get to take their box of activities
home and also take a box to a family they know so they too can celebrate
the season of Advent. For more information, please contact Whitney Peper
at wpeper@stpkaty.org.

In Our Prayers
PRAYERS

Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Dennis Bowling, Jim Brock, Sharon
Brown, David Burrough, Nancy
Calderone, Lorkeshia Davis,
Jamison Doehring, Jenifer Franklin, John Freeman, Delores Gorski, Art Henderson, Brian Jones,
Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph
Lovell, Carol Matkin, Maybelle
Mullen, Kathy Powell, Carey Reid,
Virginia Reper, Judy Scearce,

Breakfast With Santa

Fay Smith, Leslie Smuts, Barbara

G

et your picture taken with Santa Claus and enjoy breakfast and North
Pole fun as a family at Breakfast With Santa Dec. 1 from 8–10 a.m. in
Lott Hall.

Thoen, Annabelle Turner, Sharon
Van Huss, Joe Waterman, Harvey
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and
Bill Wright.
SYMPATHY

Operation Christmas Child

O

ur goal this year for Operation Christmas Child is to send off 500 boxes
to boys and girls around the world. Boxes, packing information, and
details are available in the lobbies of all St. Peter’s venues and in the Wesley
Student Center and at the Children’s Ministry Desk. We will be collecting
filled boxes through Nov. 12. They can be left at the church office or at the
Operation Christmas Child table in the main Lobby.

Welcome to our new member
Mary McCauley

To Ralph Long and family on the
death of his sister.
To Carolyn Simmons and family
on the death of her mother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim
and Alison Batig, John Belsha,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer,
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
October 21
Traditional Worship
8:30
182
9:45
167
11:00
302
The Element
9:45
74
11:00
80
SPLASH
37
West Campus
96
West Campus Students/Kids 34
TOTAL
972

October 28
Traditional Worship
8:30
151
9:45
163
11:00
274
The Element
9:45
99
11:00
61
SPLASH
46
West Campus
98
West Campus Students/Kids 37
Courage
12
TOTAL
941

Harding, Adam Higdon, Tyler
Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes,
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn,
Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz,
Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin,
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie,
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob
Shinkle, Theo Speas, Jason
Steele, Kyle Taylor, Jacob Wilke,
and Jasen Wilson.
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Katy Thanksgiving Feast

O
Gratitude. We will join
with the Flourish women’s
group on Nov. 7 at 10 a.m.
in E106. Pastor Parker Zimmerman will be speaking on
“Gratitude.” Refreshments
will be served. Everyone is
welcome and encouraged
to attend. All UMW members are reminded to bring
their World Thank Offering.

T

he Chancel Choir and
Orchestra invite you
to our annual Community
Messiah Singalong Dec. 2 at
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
The performance will
include the Christmas portion of the Messiah, the
Hallelujah Chorus, and the
Amen. You can sing along
or choose just to listen to
this amazing music. You
may borrow a score at no
cost or you may purchase
one for $10.
Child care is available.
Please invite your friends
and neighbors to join us.
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nce again St. Peter’s will be partnering with other churches to provide
Thanksgiving meals to those in need throughout the Katy area through
the Katy Thanksgiving Feast.
This year, St. Peter’s has been asked to supply the dressing/stuffing.
You do not need to sign up to make this. Just pick up a pan and instructions
in the Lobby Nov. 11 or 18. We also will be collecting coats/jackets (new
please), nonperishable food items (canned goods, rice, beans), blankets,
and diapers in the Lobby. And we are asked as a church to donate three
large cases of bottled water. Items can be dropped off in the Lobby in the
bins marked Thanksgiving Feast.

There was a record turnout for the Early Childhood Development Center’s annual Fall
Family Festival. Families from the community joined our Early Childhood Development
Center families for a fun afternoon of games and activities geared for young children.
Proceeds from the festival will go to upgrading the classrooms and playgrounds.

Family, friends, and current and former Early Childhood Development Center students
celebrated with David Dworaczyk, from Troop 209, at the dedication of his Eagle Project.
David planned and oversaw the construction of a children’s musical area on the school
playground.

Daily
Bible
Reading

Jingle Jam Family Christmas Service Dec. 23

C

hristmas will be here soon, and we are excited to invite you to join us for
our Jingle Jam Family Christmas Service. This is a special kind of service;
think of it as a party big enough for the whole family! Please note that this
service will be on Sunday, Dec. 23, at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Pastor Pat, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Parker will take us through what
Christmas is all about. There will be games, there will be laughs, there will
be worship, and there will be joy. So, invite your whole family, your friends,
and your neighbors to a service that engages your senses and warms your
spirit as we celebrate the arrival of baby Jesus. Join us for hot cocoa and
cookies in the Lobby following the service.

Treasures in the Attic

T

reasures in the Attic is Dec. 1 from 9 a.m.–12 p.m. in the Wesley Student
Center. This is an opportunity for kids to “shop” for gifts for their parents and siblings.
We are collecting donations of used “treasures” a mom, dad, or sibling
might like, such as key chains, jewelry, purses, wallets, golf items, holiday
gifts, candles, and kids’ gifts. We also are accepting donations of wrapping
supplies. All proceeds will go to Raising Up Families, which works with families at risk of homelessness. Donations can be dropped off in the labeled
bins outside of the ECDC office and in the Lobby from Nov. 1 through Dec. 1.
Please contact Jenny Fried at Jenniferlfried@gmail.com with any questions.

Nov. 5 – 11
MONDAY
1 Peter 4:1-11
TUESDAY
Ruth 2:1-13
WEDNESDAY
Ruth 2:17-23
THURSDAY
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17
FRIDAY
Psalm 146
SATURDAY
Hebrews 9:24-28
SUNDAY
Mark 12:38-44
Nov. 12 – 18
MONDAY
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
TUESDAY
Amos 8:1-8
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 2:1-4
THURSDAY
1 Samuel 2:1-10
FRIDAY
Psalm 16
SATURDAY
Hebrews 10:11-25
SUNDAY
Mark 13:1-8

Rooted worship, fellowship, and Bible study

O

n Wednesday nights, all sixth- through 12th-grade students are invited
to Rooted, a weekly time of worship and fellowship. We meet from 6–8
p.m. in the Wesley Student Center. Bring your Bible and $3 for pizza. Students will meet together for dinner, worship, and games, and then junior
high and high school students will gather for their own Bible study groups.
For information, contact Emily Parsons at eparsons@stpkaty.org.
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S u nday
Worship
8:30 a.m.8 only)
(Oct.
Traditional Worship
with Holy Communion

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
Combined
Traditional, The
Traditional Worship
Element, and West Campus
The Element
Worship
in the Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship

Sunday
School for All Ages
11:00 a.m.

Combined
Traditional, The
10:30 a.m.
St. Peter’s West
Element,
and Campus
West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship

Sunday School for ages 2
to
only at 9:00 a.m. and
The5Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00
a.m. 			
Korean Worship Service

The Nursery is available for
SPLASH Children’s Worship
children younger than 2.
Sunday School for Adults
5:00 p.m.
Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Nov. 4
All Saints Sunday, Commitment Sunday
Daylight Saving Time ends
12:15 p.m.
Pizza With the Pastors
4:00 p.m.
Women’s Cancer Support
Tuesday, Nov. 6
Election Day
6:30 p.m.
Smocks for Life
Wednesday, Nov. 7
10:00 a.m.
United Methodist Women/Flourish
5:45 p.m.
Potluck Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s
Thursday, Nov. 8
10:00 a.m.
Brown Bag Bridge
Tuesday, Nov. 13
7:00 p.m.
Women of Joy
Wednesday, Nov. 14
9:00 a.m.
Prayer Quilt Ministry
9:30 a.m.
Human Trafficking Phone Bank
11:30 a.m.
UMW Board Meeting
5:45 p.m.
Potluck Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s
Thursday, Nov. 15
7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee
Open Hearts Support Group

E106
S205

Asbury West
E106
Lott Hall
Various
E106
S203
E221
E225
E106
Lott Hall
Various
Conference Room
E225

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.

The Courage
Worship Service is
now meeting every
Sunday at 5 p.m. in
Asbury Hall.
All are welcome!

