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The Road to Bethlehem

Christmas Eve
Worship Services

Invite your friends and family
to come with you to one of
our eight worship services on
Christmas Eve.

Register for
Confirmation
All sixth-graders are
encouraged to sign up for
our Confirmation class
starting Jan. 23. Deadline to
register is Jan. 6.

Making pottery was one aspect of life in Bethlehem during Jesus’ time that was demonstrated during The Road to Bethlehem. Participants had the opportunity to experience the foods, jobs, animals, and people who would have been a part of that culture
and time. More photos from The Road to Bethlehem are on page 6.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

Snacks for
Christmas Eve

C

hristmas Eve is a long
day for our clergy,
choirs, musicians, and
staff, with little time for
a meal. We are asking for
volunteers to bring bottled water and food to go
along with the ham that
will be provided for them.
Please bring the food
in disposable containers, and if you would like
to pick up any of your
leftovers, please do so
prior to the 11 p.m. service.
Please bring your item to
the Parlor on Christmas
Eve afternoon or as you
arrive for worship services.
Click HERE to sign up.

Join a Life Group
in January

O

ur winter/spring Life
Group session begins
the week of Jan. 20. Life
Groups are groups of eight
to 14 people doing Christian life deeply together.
They generally meet once
a week to build relationships with other believers
and study the word of
God.
If you are interested in
joining a Life Group, sign
up online at stpkaty.org/
life-groups.
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Real Christmas
I came across a story about the late Senator John McCain. He was a prisoner of war
during the Vietnam War. He was shot down
and held as a prisoner of war in Hanoi for five
and a half years, from 1967-1973, spending
much of it in solitary confinement.
John McCain said this, “When I was being
mistreated by the North Vietnamese, many
times I found myself asking to live just one
more minute rather than one more hour or
one more day. And I know I was able to hang
on longer as a prisoner of war because of the
spiritual help that I received through prayer.
Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
“At Christmas, I was the room chaplain,
not because of my excessive virtue, but because
I knew all the prayers that went with a church service, since I had been in a
boarding school and was an Episcopalian. We asked for a Bible, and the Vietnamese said they didn’t have any. Later we learned that thousands of Bibles
had been sent to us.
“Four days before Christmas, I was told that I could copy prayers and
stories from the only Bible the Vietnamese had available. Our service consisted of a biblical passage read by me, followed by an appropriate song by
the choir. I talked about the birth of Christ and the choir sang ‘Silent Night.’
“I looked around the room and there were tears in those men’s eyes.
They weren’t tears of anger or fright or sorrow or bitterness or even longing for home. They were tears of joy that for the first time in seven years for
some of them there was a celebration of Christmas together shown by their
love for each other.”
Now that’s Real Christmas!
Let your Christmas be about Love, Joy, Peace, Gentleness—the gifts that
prepare you for the King!
Blessings,

Pat

Let’s make 2019 a big year for blood donations

O

ur first blood drive of 2019 is Jan. 6 from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the
Scout House. You can sign up Dec. 23 or 30 in the Lobby or you can contact Marsha Asplin at mea1242@aol.com. All donors at this drive will receive
one of the popular gray hoodies.
We didn’t make our goal in 2018, so please help us start the new year
with lots of donations by giving your life-saving blood. The rules for donating have changed, so even if you haven’t been able to donate in the past,
you may be eligible now. For more information about donating, please
contact Marsha.

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Anticipation and reflection

A

dvent is a season of anticipation, a time
when we look toward the hope that
comes in the birth of a child, but with the reality that we still are living our lives. It invites a
time of reflection, looking back over the last
year, but at the same time inviting us into the
next. It is not a reflection rooted in the past,
but an act of worship, looking for the places
over the past year where we saw God at work
in our lives and in our community.
With this spirit in mind, on Dec. 2 we did
Alex Zeisig,
Pastor to the West Campus
just that at the West Campus. We looked back
and celebrated the places we saw God show
up over the last year.
We rejoiced yet again for the 40 new members at West Campus who have
joined our St. Peter’s family. We reflected on the pain and hurt many experienced last year and how God poured his Grace and Love into the community.
I shared that one of the things I love hearing from our first-time guests when
I follow up with them is the warmth they feel when visiting the West Campus.
I know this is a manifestation of the healthy DNA of St. Peter’s and better
enables us to carry out our mission to connect the world with God’s love.
At the end of service, we took a big “family photo” to celebrate how
much our St. Peter’s family has grown. We also talked about where God is
calling St. Peter’s in 2019 as we continue to live into our vision to share God’s
grace with all of the greater Katy and Fulshear area. I am so humbled by
getting to be a part of what God has done over the last year and have great
anticipation of what God is going to do in 2019!

Alex

Preschool registration begins Jan. 9

R

egistration for the 2019-2020 school year for our Early Childhood Development Center is Jan. 9–23. Registration forms will be available starting
Jan. 9 in the ECDC office.
We offer classes that are developmentally and socially appropriate for
children ages 15 months through 5 years. For more information, visit stpkaty.org/childrens-ministry or call (281) 492-0623 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

Paul’s Letter to
the Ephesians

H

ave you ever wondered
if Paul’s letter to the
people at Ephesus was addressed to you also? Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians
was written while he was
in prison in Rome. During this time, Paul’s faith
did not waver nor did his
confidence or vision. He
believed God had acted
decisively in Christ to unify
people and establish the
church as the people of
God set apart and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Find out what Paul has
to say to the Ephesians
and to you by joining us in
a 12-week study Tuesdays
at 9:30 a.m. in E225 beginning Jan. 22. Sign up at the
Information Desk in the
Lobby or at stpkaty.org/
bible-studies--small-groups.

Parents’
Night Out

E

njoy a night out while
your kids have fun at
church with friends and
activities. Our next Parents’
Night Out is Jan. 11 from
5–8 p.m. for children from
birth through fifth grade.
The cost is $20 for the first
child and $30 for two or
more children. Register at
stpkaty.org/parents-nightout. For information, contact Nursery Coordinator
Kimberly Patel at kpatel@
stpkaty.org.
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“Tuesdays With Morrie.”
Come join the KEYS to see
a performance of “Tuesdays With Morrie” by the
AD Players at the George
Theater on Feb. 2. Lunch
will be at Luby’s Post Oak
prior to the 2:30 p.m. performance. Cost is $27, due
at sign up, plus the cost of
your lunch. Sign up at the
Information Desk in the
Lobby starting Dec. 30.
Brown Bag Bridge. Our
winners for December
were Carolyn LaRocca,
high, and Willie Morillon,
second high. Bring your
lunch and join us for our
next play date on Jan. 10 at
10 a.m. in E106.

Join our
Nursery Staff

I

f you know of a loving,
nurturing person who
has experience caring for
babies/toddlers and is at
least 18 years old who
would be interested in
working in the Nursery on
Sunday mornings (typically
9:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. every
Sunday), please have them
contact Kimberly Patel at
kpatel@stpkaty.org for
more details.

4

Please bring your family and friends to worship with us at one of
our Christmas Eve Services as we celebrate Christ’s birth.
3:00 p.m. – Courage Christmas Eve Service, Asbury Hall
5:00 p.m. – West Campus Worship, Cinco Ranch High School
5:00 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and 		
Orchestra, Sanctuary
5:30 p.m. – The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
7:00 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and 		
Orchestra, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. – The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
9:00 p.m. – Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with the Youth 		
Choir, Sanctuary
11:00 p.m. – Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with Combined 		
Choirs, Sanctuary

O

ur Jingle Jam Family Christmas Service is Sunday,
Dec. 23, at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Pastor Pat, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Parker will take us through what
Christmas is all about. There will be games, laughs,
worship, and joy. And please join us for hot cocoa and
cookies in the Lobby following the service.

During the Early Childhood Development Center’s Family Christmas Chapel, families
gathered together to hear the Christmas story read by Pastor Pat and Pastor Jamison and
to celebrate the season with caroling led by Pastor Parker and Stephen Walker.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers

P

owerful Tools for Caregivers will give family caregivers tools they need
to reduce stress, improve self-confidence, better communicate feelings,
balance their lives, increase their ability to make tough decisions, and locate
helpful resources. The six-week program meets in Asbury West from 4–6
p.m. beginning Jan. 23. Class size is limited; preregistration is required at
stpkaty.org/bible-studies--small-groups. Cost for the workbook is $25.

Beyond the Broken Heart

O

ur Grief Support Group will begin Jan. 24 from 6:30–8 p.m. in E225. Our
curriculum is the eight-session “Beyond the Broken Heart.” This study
will help you find comfort, guidance, and spiritual support on your journey
through grief. For more information, please contact Kim Poer at kmpoer@
stpkaty.org.

Something for everyone on Wednesday Nights

W

ednesday Nights at St. Peter’s, which resumes Jan. 23, features a
potluck dinner in Lott Hall from 5:30–6:30 p.m. and small groups for
all ages, including adult studies, Rooted for students, KIDS JAM Children’s
Choirs, and Wednesday Night Kids. Watch our newsletter and bulletin for
information about specific groups.

Welcome to our new members
Taylor and Melissa Neill
Travis and Becca Payne
Joe and Wanda Teas

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
December 9
Traditional Worship
8:30
178
9:45
277
11:00
411
The Element
9:45
125
11:00
87
SPLASH
53
West Campus
97
West Campus Students/Kids 40
TOTAL
1,268

December 16
Traditional Worship
8:30
9:45
11:00
The Element
9:45
11:00
SPLASH
West Campus
West Campus Kids
Courage
TOTAL

141
360
545
105
90
49
120
35
36
1,481

In Our Prayers

PRAYERS
Evelyn Asher, Marci Barnes, Jim
Basham, Dennis Bowling, Jim
Brock, Sharon Brown, David
Burrough, Nancy Calderone,
Lorkeshia Davis, Jenifer Franklin,
John Freeman, Delores Gorski,
Art Henderson, Brian Jones,
Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph
Lovell, Carol Matkin, Maybelle
Mullen, Gwynne Nelson, Kathy
Powell, Carey Reid, Virginia
Reper, Judy Scearce, Trent Skillman, Fay Smith, Leslie Smuts,
Barbara Thoen, Annabelle
Turner, Sharon Van Huss, Harvey
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and
Bill Wright.
JOY
To Jeffery and Hilary Cook on the
birth of their son Charles Jeffery.
To Stephen and Heather Walker
on the birth of their daughter
Jane.
SYMPATHY
To Gloria Cullins and family on
the death of her sister.
To Nanci McFarland and family
on the death of her mother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim
and Alison Batig, John Belsha,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer,
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis
Harding, Anthony Harris, Adam
Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn,
Blake Nunes, Cameron Nunes,
Ryan O’Quinn, Tyler O’Quinn,
Melissa Ouellette, Matthew
Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz,
Kevin Quentin, Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, Theo
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor,
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.
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Spring Parent
Open House

S

pring is fast approaching and with it another
semester of activities to
help you and your family
continue to grow more like
Christ. The Spring Parent
Open House is an event for
the parents of children and
students who are interested in or are currently active
in Children’s, Student, or
Family ministries.
Join us in Lott Hall on
Jan. 16 at 6 p.m. to discuss
the exciting events we have
planned in our program
areas. Your family is invited
to join us for dinner, beginning at 6 p.m. Childcare will
be provided. Please register
at stpkaty.org.

Girlfriend
Getaway

M

ark your calendars
for our annual Girlfriend Getaway Jan. 25-27
at Cathedral Oaks Retreat
Center in Weimar. This
year our retreat theme is
“Seaside Escape” and our
focus will be on fellowship
and building relationships.
We will have small group
time, worship, music, mission opportunities, crafts
and games, Bible journaling, and other activities
designed to bring us closer
together as women of God.
Registration is at stpkaty.
org/events, and the cost is
$150.
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ADVENT

Daily
Bible
Reading

O

ur annual chili competition benefitting our high school seniors’ mission trip to Jamaica is coming up Feb. 3 at noon in the Wesley Student
Center. Now’s the time to put together a team, fine tune your favorite chili
recipe, and show us who makes the best chili at St. Peter’s. Register your
team by Jan. 20 at stpkaty.org/students-events. Even if chili isn’t your specialty, please plan to come out to taste the entries and bid on a dessert in
our dessert auction.

STUDENT MINISTRY
Confirmation. Our Confirmation program teaches students about

their faith so that they can articulate and affirm their relationship with God
within themselves, to their families, and to their church community. We
offer Confirmation for students who are currently in the sixth grade, but
do allow older students to participate as well if they have not already gone
through the confirmation process. Confirmation runs from Jan. 23 through
April 28 during our weekly Rooted time on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Please
register at stpkaty.org/students-confirmation by Jan. 6. For more information, contact Chad McElveen at cmcelveen@stpkaty.org.

6th- to 8th-Grade Lunch. Join us Jan. 2 at Cici’s Pizza (21931 Katy
Freeway) from noon to 1:30 p.m. Bring money for food and games.

9th- to 12th-Grade Lunch. High school students are invited to

Dec. 24 – 30
MONDAY
Exodus 40:34-38
TUESDAY
John 1:1-14
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 9:2-7
THURSDAY
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
FRIDAY
Psalm 148
SATURDAY
Colossians 3:12-17
SUNDAY
Luke 2:41-52
Dec. 31 – Jan. 6
MONDAY
Numbers 6:22-26
TUESDAY
Matthew 25:31-46
WEDNESDAY
Micah 5:2-5
THURSDAY
Isaiah 60:1-7
FRIDAY
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
SATURDAY
Ephesians 3:1-12
SUNDAY
Matthew 2:1-12

lunch at Chick-fil-A (369 S. Mason Rd.) on Jan. 3 from 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. Bring
money for food.

Ignite Midwinter Retreat. Students in 7th–12th grades are en-

couraged to attend our retreat Feb. 24–26 at Carolina Creek Camp in Huntsville. Register at stpkaty.org/students-events by Jan. 16. Cost is $125.

Summer Camp Dates
Camp Connect, June 17-20
Lakeview Camp, June 30–July 5
U.M. ARMY, July 7–13
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S u nday
Worship
8:30 a.m.8 only)
(Oct.
Traditional Worship
with Holy Communion

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
Combined
Traditional, The
Traditional Worship
Element, and West Campus
The Element
Worship
in the Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship

Sunday
School for All Ages
11:00 a.m.

Combined
Traditional, The
10:30 a.m.
St. Peter’s West
Element,
and Campus
West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship

Sunday School for ages 2
to
only at 9:00 a.m. and
The5Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00
a.m. 			
Korean Worship Service

The Nursery is available for
SPLASH Children’s Worship
children younger than 2.
Sunday School for Adults
5:00 p.m.
Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 23
4:00 p.m.
Jingle Jam Family Christmas
Monday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve
Church offices open 9 a.m.–noon
Tuesday, Dec. 25
Christmas Day
Church offices closed
1:00 p.m.
Poinsettia Pick-up
Wednesday, Dec. 26
Christmas holiday
Church offices closed
Sunday, Dec. 30
Family Worship Sunday at all services
Monday, Dec. 31
Church offices open regular hours
Tuesday, Jan. 1
New Year’s Day
Church offices closed
Sunday, Jan. 6
8:00 a.m.
Blood Drive
12:15 p.m.
Pizza With the Pastors
4:00 p.m.
Women’s Cancer Support Group

Sanctuary

Share your
musical talents

O
Sanctuary

Scout House
E106
S205

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.

ur Music Ministry has open
enrollment for all music
areas, and January is a great
time to join one of our music
ensembles.
We are in special need of
instrumentalists to play in the
orchestra and singers in the
Men’s Ensemble and the Youth
Choir. We also have openings
for ringers or singers in our
handbell groups and in any of
our other singing groups.
We would love to have you
consider being a part of the
wonderful music program at St.
Peter’s. Contact David Galasso
at dgalasso@stpkaty.org for
information.

