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Find a small group that’s right for you

Girlfriend
Getaway

There’s still time to register
for our annual women’s
retreat Jan. 25-27 at
Cathedral Oaks Retreat
Center in Weimar.

Join a Life Group
Our Life Groups begin a new
session the week of Jan. 20.
You can sign up online or
look for a blue form in
worship on Sunday.

W

e believe that as disciples, one of the ways that we grow to know
God more fully is when we study Scripture in small groups. As you
begin this new year, consider signing up for one of our spring classes.
You can find a list of courses that we’re offering on page 5. Watch our
website for more information and registration or contact Elizabeth Bucher at ebucher@stpkaty.org.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

Parents’
Night Out

E

njoy a night out while
your kids have fun at
church with friends and
activities. Our next Parents’
Night Out is Jan. 11 from
5–8 p.m. for children from
birth through fifth grade.
The cost is $20 for the first
child and $30 for two or
more children. Register at
stpkaty.org/parents-nightout. For information, contact Nursery Coordinator
Kimberly Patel at kpatel@
stpkaty.org.

Resolutions
The new year brings new resolutions. For
some, we make a commitment to shed bad
habits: to stop biting fingernails or cut back on
the sweets.
Others resolve to introduce new practices
into their lives. I know people who have set
specific workout goals and others who plan to
read a certain number of books.
No matter what your resolution, we can
probably agree that it’s entertaining to be
swept up in the excitement of new begin-

Parker Zimmerman,
Pastor to The Element

nings.
But there is a darker side to all of this. Any-

one who has ever made a confident commitment in January has eventually

Blood Drive
this Sunday

O

ur first blood drive of
2019 is Jan. 6 from 8
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the
Scout House. Walk-ins are
welcome. All donors at
this drive will receive one
of the popular gray hoodies.
We didn’t make our
goal in 2018, so please help
us start the new year with
lots of donations by giving
your life-saving blood. The
rules for donating have
changed, so even if you
haven’t been able to donate in the past, you may
be eligible now.
For more information
about donating, please
contact Marsha Asplin at
mea1242@aol.com.

faced her counterpart, the one who unravels resolutions: February.
It’s easy to give up sweets when all of your friends and family are on the
bandwagon. However, come February 15, when you’re standing by yourself
in Target and those heart-shaped chocolates are 75 percent off, the struggle
is very, very real.
Maybe you’re like me and have experienced some guilt and shame after
failing in a resolution.
In a way, these New Year’s resolutions can resemble our life of faith.
Many of us can remember the zeal that we experienced early in our Christian walk when, as eager disciples, we made unrealistic resolutions: that
we would completely carve sinful practice out of our lives or that we would
never miss another Sunday morning worship service for the rest of our lives.
Many of us have made the resolutions and failed them. As Paul writes in
his letter to the Romans, “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not
do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.” Even Paul struggled to stay
on the straight and narrow.
However, we can celebrate because we do not journey alone. The Holy
Spirit’s sanctifying grace is doing a perfect work in and through us each day,
aligning our hearts and wills with God’s. Our entire life of faith, even our moments of weakness, are undergirded by divine grace.
So, Church, as we face a new chapter of life together, I hope we resolve
to draw near to God who is rich in mercy and full of grace and to extend
these gifts to one another each day.
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Pastor Parker

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

A great season, a great day

I

t is 2019! I don’t know where all the time has
gone, but I always love the new year. It is a
time of looking forward toward what the year
will hold. New possibilities, new dreams, and
my favorite, New Year’s resolutions. Hopefully
we have not broken them yet since we’re just
four days in!
I also love the new year because it invites
us to pause and reflect. Advent and Christmas
are such a whirlwind. We spend so much time
looking forward to the season of Christmas,
Alex Zeisig,
but as soon as it is over we quickly pivot and
Pastor to the West Campus
look to the next year.
Christmas at St. Peter’s was a great time for me. I loved preaching
through the “Down to Earth” sermon series across all our venues. The Four
Weeks of Giving was a huge success, and Christmas Eve was an amazing day.
I loved worshiping with the West Campus. It was so exciting to put out extra
chairs to make room for the more than 275 people who were able to worship
with us. Then I rushed over to attend the end of the 7 p.m. traditional service
and see Nicki, my wife, play the viola in the orchestra. Then I got to be part of
the 9 and 11 p.m. traditional services. One of my favorite times of the year is
the moment at midnight when we bring in Christmas morning singing “Silent
Night,” lifting our small light up to the Lord. What a great season, what a
great day!
I am so thankful for our St. Peter’s family and the way our church has
invited so many people into worship and community in 2018. And I am so
excited about the possibilities that God has for us in 2019!

Alex

Quilts provide comfort during difficult times

Y

ou are invited to join the Prayer Quilt Ministry Jan. 9 in E221 from 9 a.m.
to noon. This ministry has created more than 1,000 quilts to give to

Join a Life Group
in January

O

ur winter/spring Life
Group session begins
the week of Jan. 20. Life
Groups are groups of eight
to 14 people doing Christian life deeply together.
They generally meet once
a week to build relationships with other believers
and study the word of
God.
If you are interested in
joining a Life Group, sign
up online at stpkaty.org/
life-groups.

Spring Parent
Open House

S

pring is fast approaching and with it another
semester of activities to
help you and your family
continue to grow more like
Christ. The Spring Parent
Open House is an event for
the parents of children and
students who are interested in or are currently active
in Children’s, Student, or
Family ministries.
Join us in Lott Hall on
Jan. 16 at 6 p.m. to discuss
the exciting events we have
planned in our program
areas. Your family is invited
to join us for dinner, beginning at 6 p.m. Childcare will
be provided. Please register
at stpkaty.org/events.

those needing comfort during an illness or after a loss. After each quilt is
completed, the group prays over it for the recipient. Quilting experience is
not required, and there are tasks that don’t involve sewing. For more information, contact Tereasa Reimer at (281) 468-9367.
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Trip to Flatonia. The KEYS
will travel to Flatonia on
Jan. 22, leaving the church
parking lot at 8 a.m. and
returning by 5:30 p.m. We
will visit three Flatonia museums, tour the town by
bus with a local historian,
eat lunch at Red Vault Bistro, and tour the famous
and recently renovated
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Schulenburg, known
as “Queen of the Painted
Churches” and listed in the
National Registry of Historic Places. Cost for the trip,
including lunch, is $30. Sign
up at the Information Desk
in the Lobby for this funfilled day with your fellow
SPUMC seniors.
“Tuesdays With Morrie.”
Come join the KEYS to see
a performance of “Tuesdays With Morrie” by the
AD Players at the George
Theater on Feb. 2. Lunch
will be at Luby’s Post Oak
prior to the 2:30 p.m. performance. Cost is $27, due
at sign up, plus the cost of
your lunch. Sign up at the
Information Desk in the
Lobby.
Brown Bag Bridge. Bring
your lunch and join us for
our next play date on Jan.
10 at 10 a.m. in E106.
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O

ur annual chili competition benefitting our high school seniors’ mission trip to Jamaica is coming up Feb. 3 at noon in the Wesley Student
Center. Now’s the time to put together a team, fine tune your favorite chili
recipe, and show us who makes the best chili at St. Peter’s. Register your
team by Jan. 20 at stpkaty.org/students-events. Even if chili isn’t your specialty, please plan to come out to taste the entries and bid on a dessert in
our dessert auction.

A faith that did not waiver

H

ave you ever wondered if Paul’s letter to the people at Ephesus was
addressed to you also? Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was written while
he was in prison in Rome. During this time, Paul’s faith did not waver nor
did his confidence or vision. He believed God had acted decisively in Christ
to unify people and establish the church as the people of God set apart and
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Find out what Paul has to say to the Ephesians and to you by joining us in a 12-week study Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in
E225 beginning Jan. 22. Sign up at the Information Desk in the Lobby or at
stpkaty.org/bible-studies--small-groups.

Communion helpers needed

W

e need volunteers to help set up and clean up communion in traditional
worship the first Sunday of each month at the 9:45 a.m. service and
the fourth Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. service. If you can help with one of these,
please contact Mark Liles at (281) 578-1321.

FreedHearts founder to speak at Open Hearts

O

pen Hearts is a support group for families and friends of LGBTQ persons. We offer a safe and affirming setting for those who desire understanding, education, and support. We welcome anyone to be a part of this
group, whether you need support or can provide support.
Our next meeting is Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. in E225. Our guest speaker will be
Susan Cottrell of FreedHearts. For more information or to RSVP, please contact Elaine Saunders at OpenHeartsStpkaty@gmail.com.

Spring classes at St. Peter’s
Monday
Monday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday
Beth Moore Women’s Study
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
Women of Joy

Wednesday (plan to join us for
our potluck dinner starting at 5:30
p.m.)
Christian Apologetics
Family Bible Study

Fast Track Disciple: New Testament
Financial Peace University
Methodism 101
No Labels, Just Faith
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
Spiritual Gifts
Theological Readings
Wednesday Night Bible Study
(We also hope to offer a study on
marriage)

Thursday and Friday
Mothers of Young Children

More information, including times and how to register, is coming soon.

Job opening for Children’s Choir Coordinator

W

e are looking for someone who loves music and children to serve as
our Children’s Choir Coordinator. In this part-time paid position, you
will oversee children’s choirs for ages 4 through fifth grade, organize a summer Music Theater Camp, lead children’s musicals and special music events
throughout the year, prepare the choirs to sing in worship during the year,
conduct rehearsals, and assist the Music Ministry director with special concerts and presentations.
Applicants should have at least two years’ experience leading children’s
choirs and the ability to interact with volunteers. For a complete list of
requirements and to submit your resume, please e-mail Ann Nix at anix@
stpkaty.org.

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
December 23
Traditional Worship
8:30
166
9:45
198
11:00
320
The Element
9:45
80
11:00
87
SPLASH
27
West Campus
96
West Campus Students/Kids 26
Courage
26
Jingle Jam Children’s Service 444
TOTAL
1,470

December 24
Traditional Worship
5:00
7:00
9:00
11:00
The Element
5:30
7:30
West Campus
Courage
TOTAL

1,255
692
350
164
242
95
278
96
3,172

In Our Prayers

PRAYERS
Evelyn Asher, Marci Barnes, Jim
Basham, Dennis Bowling, Jim
Brock, Sharon Brown, David
Burrough, Nancy Calderone,
Lorkeshia Davis, Wanda Foster,
Jenifer Franklin, John Freeman,
Delores Gorski, Art Henderson,
Jim Herzberg, Brian Jones, Oscar
Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph Lovell,
Carol Matkin, Maybelle Mullen,
Gwynne Nelson, Kathy Powell,
Virginia Reper, Judy Scearce,
Trent Skillman, Fay Smith, Leslie
Smuts, Barbara Thoen, Annabelle
Turner, Sharon Van Huss, Harvey
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and
Bill Wright.
SYMPATHY
To Wanda Foster and John Foster
and family on the death of their
daughter and sister.
To Dale Gibson and Rex Gibson
and family on the death of their
father.
To Kelli Pappas and family on the
death of her father.
To Steve, Brooke, and Liam Reid
and family on the death of their
wife and mother Carey Reid.
To Rick Smuts and family on
death of his father.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim
and Alison Batig, John Belsha,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer,
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis
Harding, Anthony Harris, Adam
Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn,
Blake Nunes, Cameron Nunes,
Ryan O’Quinn, Tyler O’Quinn,
Melissa Ouellette, Matthew
Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz,
Kevin Quentin, Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, Theo
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor,
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.

5

Unit Meeting. We will meet
Jan. 9 at 10 a.m. in E106 for
a program on women and
finances. All are invited to
attend.

Girlfriend
Getaway

M

ark your calendars for
our annual Girlfriend
Getaway Jan. 25-27 at Cathedral Oaks Retreat Center
in Weimar. This year our
retreat theme is “Seaside
Escape” and our focus will
be on fellowship and building relationships. We will
have small group time, worship, mission opportunities,
crafts, Bible journaling, and
other activities designed to
bring us closer together as
women of God. Registration
is at stpkaty.org/events, and
the cost is $150.

The United Methodist Women installed new officers for 2019 at their December meeting.
UMW, which fosters spiritual growth, leadership, and service, has monthly unit meetings and circle meetings and participates in our Mission Ministry. Women of all ages are
invited to join us as we put our faith, hope, and love into action.

STUDENT MINISTRY
Confirmation. Our Confirmation program teaches students about

their faith so that they can articulate and affirm their relationship with God
within themselves, to their families, and to their church community. We
offer Confirmation for students who are currently in the sixth grade, but
do allow older students to participate as well if they have not already gone
through the confirmation process. Confirmation runs from Jan. 23 through
April 28 during our weekly Rooted time on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Please
register at stpkaty.org/students-confirmation by Jan. 6. For more information, contact Chad McElveen at cmcelveen@stpkaty.org.

Ignite Midwinter Retreat. Students in 7th–12th grades are en-

couraged to attend our retreat Feb. 22–24 at Carolina Creek Camp in Huntsville. Register at stpkaty.org/students-events by Jan. 16. Cost is $125.

Summer Camp Dates

Singing Cadets
Concert Sunday

Camp Connect, June 17-20, 6th–8th grade
Lakeview Camp, June 30–July 5, 6th–12th grade
U.M. ARMY, July 7–13, 9th–12th grade

T

exas A&M University’s
Singing Cadets will present a concert Sunday, Jan.
6, at 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Tickets are available at
the door for $15 for adults
and $10 for students. Click
HERE for more information.
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Handbell choir welcoming new members

G

enesis Ringers, our handbell choir for students in 3rd–7th grades, will be
starting a new season Jan. 9. We meet every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. There will be new music and new friends waiting. Please join
us. No music skills necessary. For more information, contact Carol Mungavin
at camungavin@gmail.com or (281) 546-8317.

At our Night of Hope
service on Dec. 17, we lit
candles in memory of our
losses and struggles and
as reminders of our faith
in the light of Christ that
will never be overcome by
darkness and of the Divine
light that dwells within
each of us. If you are experiencing grief and are looking for comfort, guidance,
and spiritual support,
please consider joining
our Grief Support Group,
which will begin meeting
Jan. 24 from 6:30–8 p.m. in

Daily
Bible
Reading
Jan. 7 – 13
MONDAY
Matthew 2:13-23
TUESDAY
Luke 4:1-15
WEDNESDAY
Luke 4:16-30
THURSDAY
Luke 4:31-44
FRIDAY
Luke 5:1-16
SATURDAY
Luke 5:17-32
SUNDAY
Luke 5:33-6:11

E225 (see below).

Beyond the Broken Heart

O

ur Grief Support Group will begin Jan. 24 from 6:30–8 p.m. in E225. Our
curriculum is the eight-session “Beyond the Broken Heart.” This study
will help you find comfort, guidance, and spiritual support on your journey
through grief. For more information, please contact Kim Poer at kmpoer@
stpkaty.org.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers

P

owerful Tools for Caregivers will give family caregivers tools they need
to reduce stress, improve self-confidence, better communicate feelings,
balance their lives, increase their ability to make tough decisions, and locate
helpful resources. The six-week program meets in Asbury West from 4–6
p.m. beginning Jan. 23. Class size is limited; preregistration is required at
stpkaty.org/bible-studies--small-groups. Cost for the workbook is $25.

Jan. 14 – 20
MONDAY
Luke 6:12-26
TUESDAY
Luke 6:27-49
WEDNESDAY
Luke 7:1-17
THURSDAY
Luke 7:18-35
FRIDAY
Luke 7:36-8:3
SATURDAY
Luke 8:22-39
SUNDAY
Luke 8:40-56

Preschool registration begins Jan. 9

R

egistration for the 2019-2020 school year for our Early Childhood Development Center is Jan. 9–23. Registration forms will be available starting
Jan. 9 in the ECDC office.
We offer classes that are developmentally and socially appropriate for
children ages 15 months through 5 years. For more information, visit stpkaty.org/childrens-ministry or call (281) 492-0623 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
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St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

S u nday
Worship
8:30 a.m.8 only)
(Oct.
Traditional Worship
with Holy Communion

9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
Combined
Traditional, The
Traditional Worship
Element, and West Campus
The Element
Worship
in the Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship

Sunday
School for All Ages
11:00 a.m.

Combined
Traditional, The
10:30 a.m.
St. Peter’s West
Element,
and Campus
West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship

Sunday School for ages 2
to
only at 9:00 a.m. and
The5Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00
a.m. 			
Korean Worship Service

The Nursery is available for
SPLASH Children’s Worship
children younger than 2.
Sunday School for Adults
5:00 p.m.
Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Jan. 6
8:00 a.m.

Blood Drive

Scout House

12:15 p.m.

Pizza With the Pastors

E106

4:00 p.m.

Women’s Cancer Support Group

S205

5:00 p.m.

Singing Cadets Concert

Sanctuary

Women of Joy

S203

9:00 a.m.

Prayer Quilt Ministry

E221

9:30 a.m.

Human Trafficking Phone Bank

E225

11:30 a.m.

UMW Board Meeting

E106

Brown Bag Bridge

E106

Parents’ Night Out

Nursery

Spring Parent Open House

Lott Hall

Finance Committee

Conference Room

Open Hearts Support Group

E225

Leadership Conf./Church Council

Asbury Hall

Tuesday, Jan. 8
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 9

Thursday, Jan. 10
10:00 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 11
6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 16
6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 17
7:00 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 19
9:00 a.m.

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.

Men’s Breakfast
Thursdays
7:30 a.m.
Whataburger
23540 Westheimer

Join us!

