
To say that this summer at St. Peter’s has been busy will be an under-
statement. During this summer, various ministries in the church have 
been very busy with different events and activities. The Children’s 
Ministry and the Student Ministry have invested in around 700 par-
ticipants in all their events. Kids and students are not the only ones 
who benefited from these events, but adults have also been able to 
feel God through the 4 Gs as they have Gathered to celebrate God; 
Grown together knowing God; Gone into the world making God 
known through discipleship; and Gave 
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Dear Friends,

 
The positive feedback I received on the preaching rotation that we are doing 
in worship this month has been very encouraging to me and the clergy. Let 
me tell you, for the clergy it has also been a great experience to be able to 
preach at a different venue every Sunday during this “Unheroed” series. 
 
One of the things that has been said repeatedly is how wonderful our young 
clergy are. I couldn’t agree more. St. Peter’s is blessed to have each of them. 
They each bring a unique set of gifts and abilities and help to lead us in our 
mission to “Connect the World with God’s Love.”  
 
I will also say that the young clergy who serve with us now, and those who 
have served here before, are blessed to experience ministry together with 
this congregation. You are supportive, encouraging, and willing to jump in 
and work alongside our clergy and staff. That is what makes St. Peter’s great. 
And that is what we are seeking to replicate as we expand our ministry into west Katy and Fulshear. St. 
Peter’s has so much to offer those who are moving into our area around Kingsland and now further out 
west. 
 
I am so excited to be in ministry with our young clergy, our excellent staff, and each of you! I am pray-
ing that God will continue to lead us into the future and that we continue to follow where God leads us. 
Please join me in that prayer.
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Dr. Pat Sparks, 
Senior Pastor

Pat

SPARKS' PLUG

STUDENT MINISTRY
S.O.S. Days
Our High Schools students will participate in Summer of Service. 

On Saturday, July 20, 9th-12th grade girls will visit and serve the Krause 
Children’s Center. They will meet at the Wesley Center at 12 p.m. and 
return at 4 p.m.

On Saturday, July 27, 9th-12th grade boys will visit, serve and swim  
at the Brookwood Community. They will meet at 9 a.m. at the Wesley 
Center, and will return at 12 p.m. 

To register for either day, please visit our website.

http://stpkaty.org/student-events


 
 
As we grow in our community, we have created a section in which we will 
share the story of a church member and how they have helped St. Peter's 
grow. In this issue, we will be sharing the story of Holly Gibson.  
 
Holly Gibson and her husband Dale, joined St. Peter's in 2000. They had just 
moved back to Texas from Lafayette, Louisiana and were looking for a Meth-
odist Church where they and their family could grow. After visiting St. Peter's, 

they liked the church and decid-
ed to join shortly after. 
 
"We have loved seeing our chil-
dren grow up at St. Peter's. The 
children's and youth programs 
have been such amazing and 
integral parts of their lives," said 
Holly. "We also love all of the 
adult programs that are available 
at St. Peter's. We have participat-
ed in numerous Bible Studies and 
have been very involved in a Life 
Group for the past five years." 
 

Holly attended Texas A&M where 
she graduated with a degree in 

Management Informational Systems and later attended the University of La-
fayette where she earned Master of Business Administration. For 16 years she 
worked before "retiring" to stay home with her three kids. She is the mother 
to Jarett (21), Sean (17), and Alec (14).  
 
Holly is part of the Building Committee and West Campus team. She also  
helps with the Children's computer check-in, social media, VBS, MYC, and as 
Life Group leader. 
 
"Holly is always willing to help and serve in any capacity. She always approach-
es any task or activity with an optimistic spirit and is unfazed by hard work," 
said Alex Zeisig, Pastor to the West Campus. "Holly loves our church with a 
deep passion and wants the rest of the Katy Fulshear area to experience the 
same love and grace she has come to know here at St. Peter's UMC." 
 
In her time at St. Peter's, Holly and her family have found some of their clos-
est and dearest friends as they have participated in Life Groups. It has been 
at these Groups where they have been able to stay focused on their spiritual 
lives, which has allowed God to work in each of their lives.  
 
"I see God working at St. Peter's, especially within the last two years. We have 
overcome adversity as a church and pulled together under one vision. One of 
the neatest things is to see people from both campuses doing setup and tear-
down for West Campus, pulling the trailers and attending service," said Holly. 
"In turn, I know many West Campus families that come to the Kingsland cam-
pus for activities and missions. I have met so many people at St. Peter's, both 
staff and congregation, that love God and give of themselves unconditionally."
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Stephen Ministries

In times of trouble, we look for 
friends to listen to us while we 
work through our feelings. A 
Stephen Minister can be such a 
friend, either to you or to some-
one you know. Stephen Minis-
ters are committed to providing 
Christian care for others going 
through a difficult time. If you 
or someone you know could 
benefit from the trained, caring 
presence and listening ear of a 
Stephen Minister, contact Rev. 
Whitney Peper 281-492-8031.

Get connected to
St. Peter's!

There is a free app that will 
make it easier to connect 
with St. Peter’s through your 
mobile devices. The ACS 
Church Life app allows you to 
access the information in the 
member database found on 
our website. You can search 
through our member directo-
ry, register for events, check 
the church calendar, and give 
online. Once you have down-
loaded the app, use the same 
log-in information that you 
use on our member data-
base. If you have questions or 
don’t have a user name and 
password, contact Ashley 
Eidson.

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH

Holly and her family. Left to right: Sean, 
Alec, Holly, Dale, and Jarett.

mailto:wpeper%40stpkaty.org%20?subject=
mailto:aeidson%40stpkaty.org?subject=
mailto:aeidson%40stpkaty.org?subject=


 
Unheroed
Our pastors will continue visiting all different venues as we study the life of a biblical character. During the series 
they will look at heroes of our faith - iconic biblical characters that you might have learned about in Sunday School 
or in Bible Study. Every week one of the pastors will preach about character, and a moment they were not heroes. 

Preaching Lineup:    Sermon Title:   Scripture:
Traditional Service: Dr. Pat Sparks   "Unheroed: Abraham"  Genesis 20:1-7
The Element: Rev. Whitney Peper  "Unheroed: Martha"  Luke 10:38-42
West Campus: Rev. Alex Zeisig   "Unheroed: Aaron"   Exodus 32
Courage: Rev. Whitney Peper   "Unheroed: Martha"  Luke 10:38-42
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SUNDAY'S INFORMATION

CHURCH BUDGET
OPERATING BUDGET
Projected Giving for 2019  
$3,190,000
Actual Giving through May 2019 
$1,603,456
Expenses through May 2019 
$1,193,060
2019 Apportionments 
Paid $13,110 of $295,713 

RE/MEMBER CAMPAIGN
Starting Loan Balances 
$4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of May 2019 
$2,581,876
Remaining Pledge Balance at the 
End of May 2019 
$560,040
Remaining Opportunity to Give 
$2,021,836

July 7
Traditional Worship
8:30 196     
9:45 210
11:00 302
The Element
9:45 101        
11:00 153
SPLASH      29
Splish Splash 17 
West Campus     88  
West Campus Students/Kids     28
Courage    17 
TOTAL 1,142

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
July 14
Traditional Worship
8:30 113     
9:45 183
11:00 297
The Element
9:45 95      
11:00 93
SPLASH      13
Splish Splash 20
West Campus     83  
West Campus Students/Kids     37
Courage    15 
TOTAL 949  

 LISTEN TO LAST WEEK'S SERMON
Don't ever miss a sermon again! If you were unable to join us on Sun-
day, or want to listen to a sermon from another venue, you can visit 

our website and find every sermon preached at The Traditional 
Service, The Element, and West Campus.

http://stpkaty.org/sermons
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CHURCH INFORMATION

July 22-28
Monday: Matthew 27:1-31, Tuesday: Matthew 27:32-56, 

Wednesday: Matthew 27:57-66, Thursday: Matthew 28:1-15, 
Friday: Matthew 28:16-20, Saturday: 2 Samuel 22:26-51, Sunday: Genesis 6:1-22

Daily Bible
Reading

July 29-August 2 
Monday: Genesis 7:1-24, Tuesday: Genesis 8:1-22, 

Wednesday: Genesis 9:1-29, Thursday: Exdous 3:1-22, 
Friday: Exodus 4:1-17, Saturday: Exodus 4:18-31, Sunday: Exodus 5:1-6:1

Join us this summer as we read through the Gospel of Matthew!
Join our Facebook group to share insight and engage in conversation with your pastors and 

community. 

PRAYERS
Jane Adams, Evelyn Asher, Pam Bergman, Jim Brock, 
Dennis Bowling, Cheryl Boyce, Jeri Brock, Miriam Cabrera, 
Dawn Champagne, Maria & John Drews, Jim Ficalora, 
Camillia Fenner, Dolores Gorski, Judy Gosnell, 
Art Henderson, Nancy Holden, Heather James, 
Marilyn Joyner, Mary & Bill Jones, Oscar Jones, Cheryl 
Kelley, Steve Kerlick, Lu Lane, Betty Langley, Billie Lewis, 
Ralph Lovell, Phyllis Mooney, Maybelle Mullen, Joy Nall, 
Emily Makhlouf, Mark Mullen, Kate & Eric Muller, Jim 
Pierce, James Plummer, Doug Potter, Kathy Powell, Jan 
Sidle, Scott Rando, Georgiana Simmons, 
Jeremy Sturgeon, Laurel Tate, Mary Beth Thibodeaux, 
Dorothy Underwood, Ruth Wade, Rachel Wadkins, Pat 
Walker, Janice Webb Skillman.

PRAYERS continued
Lynette Whiddon, Alice Elaine White, Merle 
Williams, Michaela Williams, Gladys Wilson, 
Mary Zavesky, Carolyn Zerger.

JOY
To Kenneth & Emily Regetz on the birth of 
their daugther, Charlotte Blair.

SYMPATHY
To Beverly Bowen and family on the death 
of their cousin, N.C. “Doc” Bowen.
To Bronda & Neal Goates on the death of 
her mother, Betty McCoy.

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY
Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim and Alison Batig, John Belsha, John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, Sterling 
Burdette, Daniel Clarke, Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, Westley Freeze, Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, 
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis Harding, Anthony Harris, Adam Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, 
Matthew Moses, Blake Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Ken-
neth Perry, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin, Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, 
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, Theo Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor, Jacob Wilke, and Jasen 
Wilson.
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Brown Bag Bridge
In July, there were three and a half tables of bridge players. The winners for the month are Trudy Sinclair, 
high with a score of 6,010. Second high was Martha McKitterick with a score of 6,000. The score set a 
record for close. Bring your lunch and join them for their next play date on August 8 at 10 a.m. in Room 
E-106.

Cookies for Teachers
Help us show our appreciation for Katy ISD teachers with a plate of 
cookies. We need people to bake cookies and bring them to the Lobby 
on Sunday, August 11, by 1 p.m. We also need people to help plate 
the cookies on trays that day starting at 1:30 p.m. Lastly, we will need 
people to deliver cookies to the schools on Monday, August 12. If you 
want to deliver to a specific school, text Kitty Clark at (832) 567-5302.

Help YMCA Collect School Supplies 
Join us as we partner with our local YMCA as they are gearing up to provide 
backpacks with school supplies for children in our community. We will be col-
lecting supplies until Sunday, August 4th. These backpacks go to School Coun-
selors who will pass them out to children. Items include pens, # 2 pencils, 
erasers, 24 pack of crayons, eight packs of markers, 12” ruler, pocket folders, 
glue bottle, glue stick, among many other things. To see the full list, please 
visit their website.   

Open Hearts Support Group
Open Hearts is a support group for families and friends of LGBTQ persons. They offer a safe and affirming 
setting for those who desire understanding, education, and support. They welcome anyone to be a part of 
this group, whether you need support or can provide support. They meet from September through May, 
but can meet with you in the summer if you need immediate support. For more information, please email 
Elaine Saunders.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Starting Tuesday, September 10, at 9:30 a.m. St. Peter’s will offer a class on the book of Isaiah. The course 
will explore Isaiah 56-66 and why God wants to make salvation available to His people. You may register 
online at bit.ly/TuesMornIsaiah, or on the sign-up sheet at the Information Desk in the Lobby on Sunday. 
Those who register by August 20 will be assured a copy of the book by the first day. The book for this class 
costs $10. For more information, please email Karen Palfreyman.

HAPPENING AT ST. PETER'S

http://ymcahouston.org/operation-backpack/school-supply-list
mailto:OpenHeartsStpkaty%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kjpalfreyman%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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their time and talents in the discipleship of the children and youth. 

“This summer has been one to remember! We've organized and hosted five camps so far this summer, and have 
three more to go before school starts again in August. Every camp, from VBS to 
Sunny Days to T Bar M, has been a huge success, and it's so rewarding to see all 
the hard work put in by everyone pay off in the kids' happiness and growth,” 
said Alyssa Sandlin, Director of Children’s Ministry. “Summer camps have such 
a positive impact on our campus and the children, and we wouldn't be able to 
put them on at all without our amazing volunteers who graciously give their 
time, money, and energy to the success of the camps. We're so grateful for 
everyone who has helped to give our kiddos a 
fantastic summer!”

“Through the many different serving opportunities, students were able to grow 
closer together as a community and gained a better understanding of what it 
means to be a servant in Christ,” said Chad McElveen, Director of Student Minis-
try.

The Mission Ministry was also very active during the summer as they walked 
alongside the Children’s and Student Ministries. During the VBS, the children and 
adults collected supplies to fill over 140 backpacks for First Night backpacks for 
children and teens entering foster care. The Baby Bottles campaign was an excel-
lent opportunity to see the church come together to help the Pregnancy Help Center and their labor to provide 
mentoring and support for parents facing complicated or unexpected pregnancies. Through the alliance with Katy 
Responds St. Peter’s has sent members to help in the rebuilding efforts to those affected by Hurricane Harvey. 

“Missions wants to continue to provide opportunities for families to partici-
pate in hands-on mission together. The First Night Foster Care bags were a 
great opportunity for our church to do just that,” said Alex Zeisig, Pastor of 
the West Campus. “Thank you for all the kids at VBS and church members that 
donate supplies to make it all possible and everyone that packed a bag and 
prayers for the children who would receive them.”The Gen Acts Sunday School getting 

backpacks ready for First Night 
backpacks

Summer at St. Peter's continued from page 1

UM ARMY posing together 
after week of work

Rev. Jamison Doehring during VBS

HAPPENING AT ST. PETER'S

Men’s Ensemble Choir 
The Men’s Ensemble Choir is looking for any men who like to sing and can spare one hour a week on 
Monday nights from 8-9 p.m.  This is a group of guys who enjoy singing and fellowship while providing 
a wonderful ministry to the congregation of St. Peter’s. Their rehearsals are filled with fun and laughter 
and they sing once a month throughout the year, except during summer. Won’t you please consider join-
ing the Men’s Ensemble Choir and “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”?  No audition is necessary. There 
is strength in numbers so come on out. If you are interested, please email David Galasso.

mailto:dgalasso%40stpkaty.org.?subject=


 S u n d ay 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 9:45
 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 11:00 a.m. 
 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 11:00 a.m.
 Korean Worship Service

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

 5:00 p.m.
 Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

Men’s Breakfast
Thursdays

7:30 a.m.

Whataburger

23540 Westheimer

Join us!

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Saturday, July 20
9:00 a.m. Krause Children Center Mission Off Campus
Sunday, July 21
12:00 p.m. Incoming 6th grade Ice Cream Social Wesley 
1:00 p.m. Theater Camp Auditions E221/E222
Monday, July 22
9:00 a.m. Triumph Sports Camp The Quad
6:00 p.m. Care Team E106
Wednesday, July 24
5:00 p.m. Student Hangout Wesley
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Ellis Music Suite
Thursday, July 25
9:00 a.m.  Mystery Trip for Student Ministry  Off Campus
Saturday, July 27
9:00 a.m. Brookwood Community Guy's Mission Off Campus
Wednesday, July 31
5:00 p.m. Student Hangout Wesley
July 29-August 2
9:00 a.m. Sunny Days (Session 2) Splash Theatre
9:00 a.m. Theatre Camp Wesley

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.


