
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH

For over 10 years the Prayer Quilt Ministry at 
St. Peter's has been making quilts for those 
who need some extra comfort in moments of 
need.

Learn how they help St. Peter's connect the 
world with God's love in this issue's article. 
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Connecting the World with God’s Love

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

You and your family are invited to celebrate 
the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, with us 
this Christmas Eve at any of our eight different 
services.

20775  K ings land  B lvd . ,  Katy ,  Texas  77450
     (281)  4 92-8031        www.stpkaty .org



Dear Friends,

Christmas is such a holy time for us to spend getting closer to God, friends, 
family, and neighbors. It seems like everyone is a little more kind and gentle 
with each other. Well, almost everyone. Sometimes we let the hecticness of 
buying gifts and rushing around preparing for special meals and parties and 
other events get to us. However, in general, I seem to see many more acts of 
kindness and generosity.

Perhaps the message of Christmas is the reason for people to be more loving. 
When we stop to consider that God gave us the greatest gift ever when Jesus 
came into the world on that first Christmas, it is reason enough to transform 
our attitudes and actions. When we allow ourselves to be affected by the holi-
ness of Christmas, there is hope for that spirit to continue into the rest of the 
year. 

This Christmas, let’s look for ways to show that we have allowed the Christ-
mas message to influence the way we live and act. Let’s use this time to share the Christmas message with 
others. Let’s use this time to “Connect the World with God’s Love.” Let’s do that through our words and 
actions. What are some ways you can share the Christmas message with those around you? Look for oppor-
tunities at work, school, stores, home, and other places in which you interact with others. You may be the 
one God is sending to share some Christmas joy with another person. Just be open to see how God can use 
you to do that.

I hope you and your family will take part in our Advent activities and our worship celebrations. And I wish 
for you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Blessings,
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Dr. Pat Sparks, 
Senior Pastor

Pat

SPARKS' PLUG



PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY
For many, sewing might seem like a lost art, but for many more, sewing has 
become a way to show love and extra comfort to those who need it. For over 
10 years, the Prayer Quilt Ministry at St. Peter's has taken the task of creating 
quilts as a tangible reminder of God's love, comfort, and healing.

The ministry has already done over 1,400 quilts, which have been sent all over 
the country. The hard work this ministry 
does monthly has not gone unnoticed, 
and they have even received requests 
to have their quilts shipped overseas, 
plus the several thank you notes from 
recipients describing how they feel 
God's love and His presence when the 
quilts cover them.

"At St. Peter's, we are very blessed to 
have our own Prayer Quilt Ministry," 
said Whitney Peper, Pastor of Care Ministry. "It is not uncommon for me to 
visit a church member at the hospital and see them holding a quilt made by the 
Prayer Quilt Ministry. Those quilts are a tangible reminder to those who receive 
them that someone is praying for them and cares about them."

The ministry got started after Tereasa Reimer and her friend, Ruth Grimes, saw 
an article in the newspaper talking about a Prayer Quilt Ministry and the posi-
tive impact it has had in another local church. That article prompted Tereasa 
and Ruth to act and replicate that as an extension of St. Peter's Care Team 
Ministry.

"I saw an article in the Houston Chronicle highlighting a Prayer Quilt ministry in 
another church on the north side of 
Houston. I talked to a friend of mine, 
Ruth, and she had seen the article as 
well," said Tereasa. "When we talked 
together, we decided we would get 
it started at St. Peter’s. We saw it as 
an extension to our Care Team min-
istry."

During their meetings, this group has 
some time to fellowship while they 
work on the quilts. Once the quilts are done, they pray over them before being 
sent to the recipient. Some members bring their machines, while some prefer 
to do it by hand. Some of the ladies take the quilt tops home to do the machine 
quilting on them, then return them for the ladies who do the final handwork of 
sewing down the binding. Once the quilt is done, Jane Hubbell, Coordinator of 
Distribution, works with the Care Team 
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Stephen Ministries

In times of trouble, we look 
for friends to listen to us 
while we work through our 
feelings. A Stephen Minister 
can be such a friend, either to 
you or to someone you know. 
Stephen Ministers are com-
mitted to providing Christian 
care for others going through 
a difficult time. If you or 
someone you know could 
benefit from the trained, car-
ing presence and listening ear 
of a Stephen Minister, con-
tact Rev. Whitney Peper at 
 281-492-8031.

Girlfriend Getaway
Women's Retreat

St. Peter’s Girlfriend Getaway 
is January 17-19, 2020, at Ca-
thedral Oaks Retreat Center 
in Weimar, Texas. This year 
our theme is WonderFull 
World, and our focus this 
year will be on growing our 
relationship with God and de-
veloping lasting friendships. 
At the retreat, there will be 
time for games, mission proj-
ects, shopping in the local 
stores, walking the beautiful 
grounds, or even taking naps. 
Registration is now open on 
our website. The cost of the 
retreat is $150, but there are 
scholarships available. For 
more information, please 
contact 
Tiffany Lovell.

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH

Getting to know your church continued on page 7

The Prayer Quilt Ministry poses with some the 
quilts they are currently working on.

The Prayer Quilt Ministry prays over the 
quilts before they finish their meeting.

mailto:wpeper%40stpkaty.org?subject=Stephen%20Ministry
http://stpkaty.org/girlfriend-getaway
mailto:tlovell1228%40gmail.com?subject=Girlfriend%20Getaway


 This Sunday at St. Peter's...
We will continue our series, “The Jesse Tree.” 

Throughout this series, we will be focusing our mind and heart on experiencing again, the awe of Christ coming 
into the world.

On Sunday, we will look at the story of Mary and her faithfulness to God. When the angel Gabriel told Mary she 
was going to concieve a son, she could have said no since this decision could make her face disownment from her 
family and society, but she remained faithful.     

Title: The Jesse Tree: Mary   Scripture: Luke 1:26-33

Preaching Lineup:
Traditional Service: Dr. Pat Sparks
The Element: Rev. Jamison Doehring
West Campus: Rev. Alex Zeisig
Courage: Rev. Whitney Peper
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SUNDAY'S INFORMATION

CHURCH BUDGET
OPERATING BUDGET
Projected Giving for 2019  
$3,190,000
Actual Giving through November 
2019 
$2,830,806*
Expenses through November 2019 
$2,606,593
2019 Apportionments 
Paid $13,110 of $295,713

* Includes $236,533 Gain on Sale of 
West Campus Right of Way Des-
ignated to West Campus Capital 
Campaign

RE/MEMBER CAMPAIGN
Starting Loan Balances $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of 
November 2019 
$2,481,876
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End 
of November 2019 
$331,707
Remaining Opportunity to Give 
$2,150,169

Note: Transition in reporting from 
Re/Member campaign to the Rooted 
in Christ campaign will take place in 
2020.

December 8
Traditional Worship
8:30 160     
9:45 228
11:00 328
The Element
9:45 84        
11:00 103
West Campus     115  
West Campus Students/Kids     39
SPLASH      41
Splish Splash 25
Korean Service 16
Courage    115
Messiah Singalong 375
TOTAL 1,629

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
December 15
Traditional Worship
8:30 146    
9:45 364
11:00 480
The Element
9:45 117        
11:00 95
West Campus     88  
West Campus Students/Kids     41
SPLASH      45
Splish Splash 28
Korean Service 19
Road to Bethlehem 408
KIDS JAM Concert 367
TOTAL 2,198

 
LISTEN TO LAST WEEK'S SERMONS

 If you were unable to join us on Sunday, or want to listen to a sermon from an-
other venue, please visit 

our website for sermons preached at 
The Traditional, The Element, and West Campus services.

http://stpkaty.org/sermons
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CHURCH INFORMATION

December 23-29
Monday: Luke 1:57-80, Tuesday: Luke 2:1-21, 

Wednesday: John 1:1-18, Thursday: Luke 2:22-52, 
Friday: Titus 1:1-16, Saturday: Titus 2:1-15, 

Sunday: Titus 3:1-15

Daily Bible
Reading

December 30- January 5
Monday: Revelation 21:1-27, Tuesday: Revelation 22:1-21, 
Wednesday: Matthew 5:1-20, Thursday: Matthew 5:21-48, 

Friday: Matthew 6:19-34, Saturday: Matthew 7:14, 
Sunday: Matthew 7:15-29

  

PRAYERS

Tami Able, Marci Barnes, Les Barlett, Cheryl Boyce, 
Jeri Block, Sharon Brown, Tera Christian, Jack De-
Wees, Mitchell Eck, Erin Evans, Ritchey Faulk, Jenifer 
Franklin, Barabra Freeman, Carrie Fusher Horgan, John 
Hunt, Cheryl Kelley, Carol Laufenberg, Frank Litchauer, 
Ralph Lovell, Dwayne Martin, Richard McSwain, Carol 
Mungavin, Thelma Neufeld, David Norton, Kimberly 
O’Farriell, Peggy Patterson, Patty Pierce, Doug Potter, 
Barbara Russell, Lisa Sanderson, Judy Scearce, Mike 
Shushtari, Jan Sidle, Leslie Smuts, Kate Wagner, Kevin 
Walsh, Jennifer Warren, Judy Weekley, Lynette 
Whiddon, & Bill Wright.

SYMPATHY

-To Nelda & Craig Brooks on the death of 
her mother.

-To Kay Gordon on the death of her 
mother.

-To Phyllis Kleiber and her family on the 
death of her husband, W.C. Kleiber.

-To Nanci & Cory McFarlan on the death 
her father, Bill Dunn.

- To Debbie Vespa on the death of her hus-
band, Vern Vespa.

-To John & Margie Voll on the death of 
their nephew, Michael Oppenheim.

-Kevin & JoAnn Weber on the death of her 
father, Jose Chavez.

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY
Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim and Alison Batig, John Belsha, John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, Sterling 
Burdette, Daniel Clarke, Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, Westley Freeze, Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, 
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis Harding, Anthony Harris, Adam Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, Erik 
Miller, Matthew Moses, Blake Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa 
Ouellette, Kenneth Perry, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin, Hamilton 
Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, Theo Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor, 
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.



KEYS Council 2020 Changes
Starting January 1, 2020, the minimum age to take part in KEYS Trips will 
be 50 years old. Also, the KEYS Council has some openings that need to be 
filled. These positions require a two-year commitment. 

For more information, please contact Terry Thoem or Melba Butler at 281-
541-6286.

ECDC Registration
Registration for the 2020-2021 school year for our Early Childhood Development Center is January 8-22. 
We offer classes that are developmentally and socially appropriate for children ages 15 months through 
5 years. For more information, visit stpetersecdc.org or call 281-492-0623 from 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

Summer Internships
The Age-Level Ministry is currently looking for summer interns. This 10-week paid immersive internship 
program is designed for students desiring a more in-depth exploration of full-time ministry in the United 
Methodist Church. The internship program runs from June 3 to August 12. 

Interns will work at least 40 hours a week and will have regular time off. Every intern will be expected to 
participate in at least a one-week long camp, and some may be expected at multiple camps. For more 
information, please contact Lucy Underwood, HR Administrator.

Poinsettias
You and your family are invited to help make Christmas a little brighter for others by delivering poinset-
tias to those who are home bound. You can pick up a poinsettia and delivery instructions after the 11 
p.m. Christmas Eve Service or between 1 and 2 p.m. on Christmas Day in the Sanctuary. 

The list of those who order poinsettias is available here, and there will be physical copies available for 
pick up this Sunday in any of the Welcome Desks in our three venues. 

Confirmation
Confirmation is a time for students to learn, articulate, and grow in their faith together as a community. 
We primarily offer Confirmation for students who are currently in the 6th grade but do allow older stu-
dents to attend as well. 

The Confirmation program will run from January 12 through April 19 during our weekly Wednesday 
Rooted time of 6-8 p.m. To register and find more information, please visit our website.

Christmas Eve Snacks
Christmas Eve is a long day for our clergy, choirs, musicians, and staff, with little time for a meal. We are 
asking for volunteers to bring bottled water and food to go along with the ham that will be provided 
for them. Bring the food in disposable containers, and if you would like to pick up any of your leftovers, 
please do so before the 11 p.m. service. You can bring your item to the Parlor on Christmas Eve after-
noon or as you arrive for worship services. For more information, or to sign up, please visit our website.
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HAPPENING AT ST. PETER'S

mailto:lunderwood%40stpkaty.org?subject=Summer%20Internship
https://stpkaty-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/hcastelltort_stpkaty_org/EVzMh7mPtsNDgpK_5pQP_9gBYcsbpgIMca7Hay3Xn45YRA?e=ZNS7Ct
http://stpkaty.org/confirmation
http://bit.ly/2ql9PzS


St. Peter's Recognized by the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center
Last week, St. Peter’s was recognized by the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center as the biggest account in the West Houston Region 
as we saved 1,260 lives throughout 2019. Account Manager, Katie 
Nippress, presented the award to Dr. Pat Sparks, Rev. Whitney 
Peper and Marsha Asplin. 

The first blood drive of 2020 will be on Sunday, January 5, from 8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Scout House. You can sign up this Sun-
day in the Lobby. Let’s continue saving lives as we donate blood. 
This blood drive will be a special one for St. Peter’s as it will be in 
honor of two young children and members of our church family, 
Lucas Drew & Eli Muller, who are battling cancer. 

If you have any questions about donating blood or want to sign up, please contact Marsha Asplin. 

Register Your Chili Cook-Off Team Today 
Get ready for our annual Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, January 26,  at 
noon in Wesley Student Center, which will benefit our mission trip 
to Jamaica. Sign up as an individual, family or a team and help us 
find out who makes the best chili at St. Peter’s. 

If chili isn’t your specialty, you can sign up to participate in the 
dessert auction. We are accepting a love offering, which will give 
you an opportunity to participate as a judge and vote for your 
favorite chili. For more information or to register, please visit our 
website.

Brown Bag Bridge
The winners for the month of December is Jody Nicholas, high and Christine Nilson, second high. Join 
them for our first game day of 2020 on Thursday, January 9, at 10 a.m. in Room E-106. 
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HAPPENING AT ST. PETER'S

Getting To Know Your Church continued from page 3

to send the quilts to those who need them.

This ministry has made such an impact in the lives of those who have been a part of it that even when they 
move to another city or share their experience with members of another church, they want to start their own 
Prayer Quilt Ministry in their communities.

"I think it's neat that our group has inspired other groups to start a Prayer Quilt Ministry in their churches," 
said Tereasa. "One lady was part of our group for a few years and moved away. When she left, she said she 
wanted to start a group when she settled into her new church. Another is a sister of someone in our group. 
When she heard about what we did, she started a group in her home church."

If you are interested in working side by side with others, the group meets the second Wednesday of every 
month at 9 a.m. in room E221/E222 at the Kingsland Campus. They welcome anyone to their group who has 
a passion for helping others. Quilting experience is not needed. For more information, please contact Tereasa 
Reimer at 281-541-8031.

Left to right: Marsha Asplin, Dr. Pat Sparks, 
Rev. Whitney Peper, & Katie Nippress.

mailto:mea1242%40aol.com?subject=Blood%20Drive
http://stpkaty.org/chili


 S u n d ay 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 9:45
 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 11:00 a.m. 
 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 11:00 a.m.
 Korean Worship Service

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

 5:00 p.m.
 Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

Men’s Breakfast
Thursdays

7:30 a.m.

Whataburger

23540 Westheimer

Join us!

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, December 22
6:00 p.m. Jingle Jam Children's Worship Sanctuary
Tuesday, December 24
2:00 p.m. Courage Christmas Eve Worship  Asbury Hall
3:00 p.m. Acoustic Christmas Eve Worship  Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.   West Campus Worship  Cinco Ranch HS
5:00 p.m.   Carols and Candlelight  Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.  The Element Worship Lott Hall
7:00 p.m.  Carols and Candlelight  Sanctuary
9:00 p.m.  Carols, Candlelight, and Communion  Sanctuary
11:00 p.m.  Carols, Candlelight, and Communion Sanctuary
Wednesday, December 25
 Church Closed 
Thursday, December 26
 Church Closed 
Tuesday, December 31
9:15 a.m. Faithfully Fit The Quad
Wednesday, January 1
 Church Closed 

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.


