
Life Group Meeting 

Sermon Series: God’s Temple 

 

Get to Know You Questions:  

What was the most memorable celebration you ever attended?  

What made it so memorable? 

 

 

Into the Bible: 

Ezra (and Nehemiah) tells the story of the Israelites’ return to Jerusalem beginning 

around 538 B.C. after the destruction of the Temple and the exile to Babylon which 

began in 586 B.C. It tells of the re-building of the Temple between 538-516 B.C. Jews 

thought of the Temple as the place where God’s glory dwelled, not in the sense that 

God was confined to the Temple but rather in the sense of the Temple as the 

intersection between heaven and earth. Today’s passage is a celebration of the 

completion of that Temple rebuilding project. 

- Read Ezra 6:16-22 

● Imagine you are one of the Israelites returning from the exile in Babylon and you 

are attending this celebration of the rebuilding of the Temple. What are you 

thinking? What are you feeling? What are you thinking and feeling about God? 

 

● List all the things the returning Israelites did to participate in this celebration.  

 

● Describe how the former exiles’ celebration of Passover -- their first in many 

decades back in Jerusalem -- was a key part of their celebration. (HINT: Think 

recommitment)  

 

 



Going Deeper:  

- Read Exodus 40:34-38, which describes the dedication of the Tabernacle, or “tent of 

meeting,” that Moses built in the wilderness on the way to the Promised Land. 

- Read 2 Chronicles 5:13-14, which describes the dedication of the first Temple that 

Solomon built in Jerusalem. (It was David’s raising resources for the building of this 

Temple that we studied in week #1 of this series.) 

- Read Ezekiel 10:18-19, which is a vision Ezekiel had during the exile of God’s glory 

LEAVING the Temple. (This is the most important verse in the Old Testament that you 

probably never heard of because it sets the stage for Jesus as the return of God’s 

glory!) 

- Read Mark 9:2-7, which describes the transfiguration of Jesus. 

• What is the “cloud” that filled both the Tabernacle and the first Temple and from 

which Peter, James, and John heard a “voice”?  

 

• What is the relationship between the “cloud” and “the glory of the LORD”? 

 

 

After Ezekiel sees the glory of the LORD leaving the Temple due to the sin that 

led also to the exile, it is interesting to note that there is no description in the 

Bible of the return of God’s glory to that rebuilt Temple. Even though the book of 

Ezra describes remarkable, even miraculous, support for the rebuilding of the 

Temple by Persian authorities like King Darius (who had by this time inherited the 

former Babylonian empire and its exiles), the Bible never describes the “cloud” or 

“the glory of the LORD” returning to this rebuilt Temple as it does to the 

Tabernacle and first Temple. The prophet Isaiah, however, DOES describe a 

return of “the glory of the LORD.” 

 

-  Read Isaiah 40:3-5 

 

Isaiah describes a prophet who is crying out to prepare a way in the wilderness for the 

return of the LORD’s glory. Make a road fit for a king’s visit! Flatten out the way by 

raising up the valleys and cutting down the high places, make the rough places smooth. 

At long last, the prophet says, God’s glory WILL return! And ALL people will see it, not 

just the Jews.  

 

- Read Matthew 3:1-3, Mark 1:1-3, and Luke 3:1-6 



 

• According to Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who is this one crying out in the 

wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord? 

 

 

• What detail does Luke add that Matthew leaves out of the Isaiah quote? 

 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all describe preparing the way of the Lord in the 

context of Jesus’ birth. They are making the point that JESUS IS THE RETURN 

OF GOD’S GLORY! Jesus, a person not a building, is where God’s glory has 

now taken up residence. Jesus is now the intersection between earth and 

heaven. That is also the point of the transfiguration. 

 

- Read John 1:14 

 

John makes the same point about Jesus being the one in whom God’s glory dwells in a 

slightly different way. He doesn’t recall the Isaiah passage, but he uses the Greek word 

“skenoo” which is the word which translates what God’s glory did in taking up residence 

in Moses’ Tabernacle. 

 

 After Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension, the New Testament describes 

another remarkable shift in the place where God’s glory or Spirit dwells. 

 

- Read again 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 

• Now, at the conclusion of our sermon series, what do these verses add to your 

understanding of the Temple?  

 

● What impact does it now have on you personally to know that YOU are God’s 

Temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in YOU? How will you respond? 


