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WELCOME TO LENT

With Ash Wednesday, we have now entered into the season of Lent. With Ash Wednesday, we have now entered into the season of Lent. 
During these 40 days (that do not include Sundays) we are invited into a During these 40 days (that do not include Sundays) we are invited into a 
time of self-examination, reflection, repentance, and prayer as we journey time of self-examination, reflection, repentance, and prayer as we journey 
toward Easter.toward Easter.

During these six weeks of Lent, Christians typically make a commitment During these six weeks of Lent, Christians typically make a commitment 
to fast, or to give up something – a habit, like watching TV, or a food or to fast, or to give up something – a habit, like watching TV, or a food or 
drink, such as sweets, chocolate, or coffee. Some Christians also take drink, such as sweets, chocolate, or coffee. Some Christians also take 
on a Lenten discipline, like reading the Bible and spending more time in on a Lenten discipline, like reading the Bible and spending more time in 
prayer to draw nearer to God. The goal of these spiritual disciplines is to prayer to draw nearer to God. The goal of these spiritual disciplines is to 
strengthen our faith and develop a closer relationship with God.strengthen our faith and develop a closer relationship with God.

Our Lenten sermon series is called, “Mountaintop Moments” and will Our Lenten sermon series is called, “Mountaintop Moments” and will 
focus on some of the memorable mountaintop experiences of Jesus and focus on some of the memorable mountaintop experiences of Jesus and 
his disciples. We also experience mountaintop moments in our lives, in his disciples. We also experience mountaintop moments in our lives, in 
which we feel extremely close to God. These mountaintop moments help which we feel extremely close to God. These mountaintop moments help 
us make it through all of the other moments of our lives.us make it through all of the other moments of our lives.

This Lenten Devotional was created for us as a church to read scripture This Lenten Devotional was created for us as a church to read scripture 
together. Each day you will find scripture to read, and a devotional written together. Each day you will find scripture to read, and a devotional written 
by part of our St. Peter’s United Methodist Church family. Each one is by part of our St. Peter’s United Methodist Church family. Each one is 
different and unique. Thank you to all of our laity, staff, and clergy for different and unique. Thank you to all of our laity, staff, and clergy for 
sharing your words and reflections with us.sharing your words and reflections with us.

On Sundays, we invite you to reflect on the sermon and scripture from On Sundays, we invite you to reflect on the sermon and scripture from 
that day and write your own thoughts in this booklet.that day and write your own thoughts in this booklet.

My hope is that this devotional helps you to create space in your life to My hope is that this devotional helps you to create space in your life to 
prepare for Easter as we journey together though the Gospel of Matthew, prepare for Easter as we journey together though the Gospel of Matthew, 
and you are able to take a step forward in your own discipleship.and you are able to take a step forward in your own discipleship.

DR. PAT SPARKS
L E A D  P A S T O RL E A D  P A S T O R







When I first read Chapter 1 of Matthew, my eyes and mind started to blur as I read When I first read Chapter 1 of Matthew, my eyes and mind started to blur as I read 
through the long list of names in the lineage of Jesus Christ.  Several of the names through the long list of names in the lineage of Jesus Christ.  Several of the names 
I could not pronounce, much less know who they are or their significance. As my I could not pronounce, much less know who they are or their significance. As my 
studies have led me throughout the Bible, I start to recognize some names, some studies have led me throughout the Bible, I start to recognize some names, some 
are obvious while others are not so obvious.are obvious while others are not so obvious.

The more I study, the more I learn about the people, their faith, and their The more I study, the more I learn about the people, their faith, and their 
contributions. And as I dig deeper, I witness their shortcomings, their rebellion contributions. And as I dig deeper, I witness their shortcomings, their rebellion 
against God, and their sins.against God, and their sins.

A woman was a prostitute.  A son stealing a birthright from a brother by deceiving A woman was a prostitute.  A son stealing a birthright from a brother by deceiving 
his father. A man who impregnated a woman and arranged to have her husband his father. A man who impregnated a woman and arranged to have her husband 
killed in battle.  A daughter who bore a son though incest with her father. A king, killed in battle.  A daughter who bore a son though incest with her father. A king, 
by his actions, caused the kingdom to split.  A king that installed altars in the by his actions, caused the kingdom to split.  A king that installed altars in the 
temple to worship other gods and idols.temple to worship other gods and idols.

Looking at the stark reality of their sins, it leads me to wonder:  How is it that Looking at the stark reality of their sins, it leads me to wonder:  How is it that 
the Son of God, a perfect man without blemish, can come from a lineage of the Son of God, a perfect man without blemish, can come from a lineage of 
brokenness and imperfection?brokenness and imperfection?

There is only one answer:  God.There is only one answer:  God.

Only God who can achieve perfection in an imperfect world. In God’s sovereignty, Only God who can achieve perfection in an imperfect world. In God’s sovereignty, 
the creator of heaven and earth, He can do all things. And through the spirit, God the creator of heaven and earth, He can do all things. And through the spirit, God 
achieves the unimaginable: creates life in a young virgin, to give birth of our Lord achieves the unimaginable: creates life in a young virgin, to give birth of our Lord 
and Savior.and Savior.

This child, born in an imperfect world, was blameless and perfect in every way.  Yet This child, born in an imperfect world, was blameless and perfect in every way.  Yet 
He chose to bear our sins on the cross.He chose to bear our sins on the cross.

In the day of the Lord, when we are called before God, all our brokenness, failings, In the day of the Lord, when we are called before God, all our brokenness, failings, 
sins, and imperfections have been washed away so that, in the eyes of the Lord, we sins, and imperfections have been washed away so that, in the eyes of the Lord, we 
are perfect.are perfect.

How great thou art.  How great thou art.How great thou art.  How great thou art.

PAUL HEGGEM
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Egypt??? Why Egypt? Egypt is the land of Pharaohs and slavery. A foreign land Egypt??? Why Egypt? Egypt is the land of Pharaohs and slavery. A foreign land 
of strange customs and strange people. Surely that’s no place to raise a child. And of strange customs and strange people. Surely that’s no place to raise a child. And 
you, oh Lord, said yourself never to return (Deuteronomy 17:16b). You know... I’ve you, oh Lord, said yourself never to return (Deuteronomy 17:16b). You know... I’ve 
heard good things about Syria.heard good things about Syria.

Lord, can’t you just protect the child right here? We’ve already resettled in Lord, can’t you just protect the child right here? We’ve already resettled in 
Bethlehem. The carpentry business is just now showing promise. Why not stay? Bethlehem. The carpentry business is just now showing promise. Why not stay? 
Surely, your blessings can extend even here.Surely, your blessings can extend even here.

Perhaps, you have received a calling like Joseph. A calling which demands a Perhaps, you have received a calling like Joseph. A calling which demands a 
decision. Do you drop everything and respond? Perhaps you have said words like decision. Do you drop everything and respond? Perhaps you have said words like 
these. Surely God wouldn’t ask so much of me or my family.these. Surely God wouldn’t ask so much of me or my family.

If you are reading this, then I suspect you and I are a lot alike. Here in the ‘Burbs, If you are reading this, then I suspect you and I are a lot alike. Here in the ‘Burbs, 
life among tree-lined streets and manicured lawns comes with heavy loads of life among tree-lined streets and manicured lawns comes with heavy loads of 
expectations and responsibilities. Every day, you invest your time to be the expectations and responsibilities. Every day, you invest your time to be the 
husband and provider; the mother and caretaker; the dedicated student; the husband and provider; the mother and caretaker; the dedicated student; the 
committed community member. Then a voice comes, speaking quietly to your committed community member. Then a voice comes, speaking quietly to your 
soul, saying to change it all. Take on a new role. To write a new chapter. How? After soul, saying to change it all. Take on a new role. To write a new chapter. How? After 
years of service and growing deep roots, isn’t it too much to ask? Afterall things years of service and growing deep roots, isn’t it too much to ask? Afterall things 
are finally comfortable in my life.are finally comfortable in my life.

And so the question sits with you. How will you respond? Will you respond? Could And so the question sits with you. How will you respond? Will you respond? Could 
it be that God’s calling you to make the change that will define your life. A twist in it be that God’s calling you to make the change that will define your life. A twist in 
your story written on a blank page, with newly-given, divine purpose.your story written on a blank page, with newly-given, divine purpose.

May we have the conviction of Joseph, to step into the night and onto an unseen, May we have the conviction of Joseph, to step into the night and onto an unseen, 
darkened path. Friend, trust that if the calling is from God then He will protect darkened path. Friend, trust that if the calling is from God then He will protect 
you and direct you to success. Callings offer greater purpose. God wants to do you and direct you to success. Callings offer greater purpose. God wants to do 
something big with your life. I hope we can find the courage to accept.something big with your life. I hope we can find the courage to accept.

ADAM CALL ARMAN

Could it be that God’s calling  
you to make the change that  
will define your life.“



Every August 26, I intentionally take some time to reflect upon my baptism. I was Every August 26, I intentionally take some time to reflect upon my baptism. I was 
baptized on August 26, 1956 when I was just short of being three months old. I baptized on August 26, 1956 when I was just short of being three months old. I 
can’t tell you whether the water was warm or cold. I can’t even tell you if the water can’t tell you whether the water was warm or cold. I can’t even tell you if the water 
was wet or dry. While I don’t remember the event of my baptism, I do remember was wet or dry. While I don’t remember the event of my baptism, I do remember 
that I am baptized. And my baptism has and continues to make a difference in my that I am baptized. And my baptism has and continues to make a difference in my 
life. life. 

I am grateful that my parents took the initiative in having me baptized and then I am grateful that my parents took the initiative in having me baptized and then 
keeping their vows to raise me in a Christian home. In a very real sense, through keeping their vows to raise me in a Christian home. In a very real sense, through 
my baptism, I was invited to join into fellowship with Jesus Christ. I have found that my baptism, I was invited to join into fellowship with Jesus Christ. I have found that 
baptism isn’t a once and done event. Instead, baptism is something that is to be baptism isn’t a once and done event. Instead, baptism is something that is to be 
continually lived into and also lived out in my life. continually lived into and also lived out in my life. 

In Matthew 3:2, John the Baptist proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of In Matthew 3:2, John the Baptist proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” John spoke of the nearness of the kingdom and bore the heaven has come near.” John spoke of the nearness of the kingdom and bore the 
invitation to join Jesus in the kingdom which is always within reach. It only requires invitation to join Jesus in the kingdom which is always within reach. It only requires 
us to accept the invitation through repentance. I have come to realize that this us to accept the invitation through repentance. I have come to realize that this 
invitation is a lifelong commitment to a much deeper relationship with Jesus. It is invitation is a lifelong commitment to a much deeper relationship with Jesus. It is 
attained through repentance which means to change one’s mind or direction. It attained through repentance which means to change one’s mind or direction. It 
is a movement away from the world and toward Jesus Christ. This means that the is a movement away from the world and toward Jesus Christ. This means that the 
way in which we live our lives must be consistent with kingdom living. It must be way in which we live our lives must be consistent with kingdom living. It must be 
consistent with our baptisms.consistent with our baptisms.

As I was watching the NFL championship games in January, I was reminded of the As I was watching the NFL championship games in January, I was reminded of the 
NFL’s “Inspire Change” initiative. You may have seen the slogans for social change NFL’s “Inspire Change” initiative. You may have seen the slogans for social change 
on the backs of player helmets or on various parts of the football stadium and field. on the backs of player helmets or on various parts of the football stadium and field. 
The “Inspire Change” initiative reminded me of John’s statement to “bear fruit The “Inspire Change” initiative reminded me of John’s statement to “bear fruit 
worthy of repentance” in Matthew 3:8. As I thought about the NFL’s initiative, worthy of repentance” in Matthew 3:8. As I thought about the NFL’s initiative, 
I began to wonder if inspiration for change is really enough. Simply talking about I began to wonder if inspiration for change is really enough. Simply talking about 
change isn’t enough, it needs to be lived out. Inspiration without resulting change is change isn’t enough, it needs to be lived out. Inspiration without resulting change is 
useless. We must bear the fruit of the change which we proclaim. If we are inspired useless. We must bear the fruit of the change which we proclaim. If we are inspired 
to repentance, we must also bear the fruit of changed lives.to repentance, we must also bear the fruit of changed lives.

During this Lenten season, may we reflect upon the depth of our baptisms and During this Lenten season, may we reflect upon the depth of our baptisms and 
relationships with Jesus Christ. Does your life bear witness to a changed life in relationships with Jesus Christ. Does your life bear witness to a changed life in 
Christ? Are you bearing the fruit of the change proclaimed in your baptism? How Christ? Are you bearing the fruit of the change proclaimed in your baptism? How 
do you remember and celebrate your baptism?do you remember and celebrate your baptism?

REV. DR. KEN WALKER

The way in which we live our  
lives must be consistent with 
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Jesus, you did not need to be baptized but humbled yourself to obey the Father’s Jesus, you did not need to be baptized but humbled yourself to obey the Father’s 
will and to show us the way. Through the wonderful gift of baptism, we become will and to show us the way. Through the wonderful gift of baptism, we become 
sons and daughters of our Most High God. Help us to remember to be humble sons and daughters of our Most High God. Help us to remember to be humble 
and obey the Father’s will, even when we don’t understand his plans and must put and obey the Father’s will, even when we don’t understand his plans and must put 
aside our own plans so that we may bow to his will.aside our own plans so that we may bow to his will.

John felt unworthy to baptize you but he did as you told him to do.  Often, I feel John felt unworthy to baptize you but he did as you told him to do.  Often, I feel 
unworthy or unable to do what you would have me do. Like John, help me to trust unworthy or unable to do what you would have me do. Like John, help me to trust 
and obey. I know that you will hold my hand and supply the strength and the tools and obey. I know that you will hold my hand and supply the strength and the tools 
needed. You always trusted and obeyed the Father. You would have preferred not needed. You always trusted and obeyed the Father. You would have preferred not 
to have suffered such a horrid death but you put aside your wishes and humbly to have suffered such a horrid death but you put aside your wishes and humbly 
obeyed the Father. When I am tempted to follow my own wishes instead of God’s obeyed the Father. When I am tempted to follow my own wishes instead of God’s 
will, please help me to remember your example of always trusting and obeying our will, please help me to remember your example of always trusting and obeying our 
Heavenly Father.Heavenly Father.

MARY KAY BRANTON

Like John, help me to  
trust and obey.“
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Use this Sunday in Lent as a “mini Easter”, a time to celebrate the 
Resurrection. Take time to write a prayer as a way to joyfully recognize 
and reflect on this day.
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“One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God.” - Matthew 4:4of God.” - Matthew 4:4

In Matthew 4:1-11, we read about Jesus being tempted, a concept we are not In Matthew 4:1-11, we read about Jesus being tempted, a concept we are not 
unfamiliar with. We face various levels of temptation all day, but the difference unfamiliar with. We face various levels of temptation all day, but the difference 
here is Jesus’s ability to overcome temptation (even after He had fasted for 40 here is Jesus’s ability to overcome temptation (even after He had fasted for 40 
days). days). 

In this passage, Jesus faces three challenges, and each time, Jesus comes back In this passage, Jesus faces three challenges, and each time, Jesus comes back 
with specific scripture that helps him resist temptation. Each time, He uses the with specific scripture that helps him resist temptation. Each time, He uses the 
knowledge he has gained from God to counter what the devil is saying. Each time, knowledge he has gained from God to counter what the devil is saying. Each time, 
He focuses on glorifying God in His actions.He focuses on glorifying God in His actions.

Nothing mattered more to Jesus than carrying out the Word of God, always Nothing mattered more to Jesus than carrying out the Word of God, always 
keeping His desires first. How would things be different if we looked at difficulties keeping His desires first. How would things be different if we looked at difficulties 
and temptations with scripture in mind? How much more peace would we feel if and temptations with scripture in mind? How much more peace would we feel if 
we strived to take in the Word of God like Jesus did? How would our reactions be we strived to take in the Word of God like Jesus did? How would our reactions be 
different if we were focused on glorifying God?different if we were focused on glorifying God?

Keeping his focus on God helped Jesus to resist temptation. It sounds so simple, Keeping his focus on God helped Jesus to resist temptation. It sounds so simple, 
but it requires us to slow down and truly listen for God. It requires us to commit but it requires us to slow down and truly listen for God. It requires us to commit 
to a deeper, more meaningful relationship with God. During this Lenten season, I to a deeper, more meaningful relationship with God. During this Lenten season, I 
pray that we are taking steps to strengthen our relationship with God, looking to pray that we are taking steps to strengthen our relationship with God, looking to 
Jesus as our guide.Jesus as our guide.

LINDY MOORE

How would things be different 
if we looked at difficulties and 
temptations with scripture  
in mind?“



Fresh off an extraordinary encounter with Satan in the desert, and the tempting Fresh off an extraordinary encounter with Satan in the desert, and the tempting 
promise of unimaginable power and glory, Jesus begins his public ministry and calls promise of unimaginable power and glory, Jesus begins his public ministry and calls 
his first disciples.  In contrast to his earlier experience, his approach is accessible, his first disciples.  In contrast to his earlier experience, his approach is accessible, 
humble even, and hopeful.  He comes to people who, like us, sit in great darkness, humble even, and hopeful.  He comes to people who, like us, sit in great darkness, 
in the very shadow of death.  He comes to Capernaum to make it clear to those in the very shadow of death.  He comes to Capernaum to make it clear to those 
around him that he is the fulfillment of prophesy.  He comes to proclaim good around him that he is the fulfillment of prophesy.  He comes to proclaim good 
news to the poor, liberty to the captives and the year of the Lord’s favor (Luke 4: news to the poor, liberty to the captives and the year of the Lord’s favor (Luke 4: 
17-21).   He comes to declare hope, “for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  17-21).   He comes to declare hope, “for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
The kingdom of heaven, the very presence of God, is not some far off place that The kingdom of heaven, the very presence of God, is not some far off place that 
they (and we) must struggle to reach.  It is not surrounded by imposing towers they (and we) must struggle to reach.  It is not surrounded by imposing towers 
and impenetrable walls.  Instead, the kingdom has come to us and it looks like this:  and impenetrable walls.  Instead, the kingdom has come to us and it looks like this:  
God has put on the flesh of a woodworker who walks with us into the ordinary with God has put on the flesh of a woodworker who walks with us into the ordinary with 
an extraordinary message: “Repent,” he says, “because the kingdom has come an extraordinary message: “Repent,” he says, “because the kingdom has come 
near you.  I have come near you.”  near you.  I have come near you.”  

His call for us to follow him is no different.  He does not find his first followers in His call for us to follow him is no different.  He does not find his first followers in 
the synagogue, ritually clean and dressed in their finest.  Instead, walking along the the synagogue, ritually clean and dressed in their finest.  Instead, walking along the 
Sea of Galilee, he comes to the brothers Simon Peter and Andrew just as they Sea of Galilee, he comes to the brothers Simon Peter and Andrew just as they 
are – working, hot and sweaty, smelling of fish, arms aching from casting the heavy are – working, hot and sweaty, smelling of fish, arms aching from casting the heavy 
net over and over - and offers to change the entire trajectory of their lives.  The net over and over - and offers to change the entire trajectory of their lives.  The 
invitation, to leave their old selves behind and follow him is so compelling they do invitation, to leave their old selves behind and follow him is so compelling they do 
it immediately.  Soon after, he comes to James and John, mending their nets with it immediately.  Soon after, he comes to James and John, mending their nets with 
their father.  He extends the same invitation to them, to leave their ordinary to do their father.  He extends the same invitation to them, to leave their ordinary to do 
the extraordinary, to become fishers of men.  the extraordinary, to become fishers of men.  

Today, he still comes to us, announcing hope and grace, inviting us into relationship Today, he still comes to us, announcing hope and grace, inviting us into relationship 
with him.  Like his first followers, we don’t have to go looking for him, he comes to with him.  Like his first followers, we don’t have to go looking for him, he comes to 
us.  He enters into our ordinary, with the offer of an extraordinary new life.  And us.  He enters into our ordinary, with the offer of an extraordinary new life.  And 
like his first followers, we are compelled to go.like his first followers, we are compelled to go.

NANET TE CRAWFORD

He extends the same invitation  
to them, to leave their ordinary  
to do the extraordinary.“ 6
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As I start to read Matthew 5, I am aware that the sermon series for Lent is As I start to read Matthew 5, I am aware that the sermon series for Lent is 
“Mountain Top Moments”, and  I immediately notice that Jesus “went up on “Mountain Top Moments”, and  I immediately notice that Jesus “went up on 
a mountainside”.  But I as I continue to read, the “blessed” are poor in spirit, a mountainside”.  But I as I continue to read, the “blessed” are poor in spirit, 
mourning, meek, persecuted, insulted, etc. which sounds much more like the valley mourning, meek, persecuted, insulted, etc. which sounds much more like the valley 
and the shadow than the mountain top.and the shadow than the mountain top.

I think through my life and my faith journey to this point.  I love literally standing I think through my life and my faith journey to this point.  I love literally standing 
on the top of mountains looking out and being overwhelmed at the magnificence on the top of mountains looking out and being overwhelmed at the magnificence 
and immensity of God and His creation.  I also feel very close to God standing on and immensity of God and His creation.  I also feel very close to God standing on 
the beach looking out over the ocean.  When I climb down the mountain or turn the beach looking out over the ocean.  When I climb down the mountain or turn 
around from the ocean, the moment is gone and I forget.around from the ocean, the moment is gone and I forget.

Then there are the shadows and the valleys of my life.  The times when I was poor Then there are the shadows and the valleys of my life.  The times when I was poor 
in spirit - depressed, at my whit’s end, and finally admitted to myself and God that in spirit - depressed, at my whit’s end, and finally admitted to myself and God that 
I need Him and can’t do life without Him.  When I was so mournful over losses that I need Him and can’t do life without Him.  When I was so mournful over losses that 
all I could do was turn to God and ask Him to pull me from the pit in which I found all I could do was turn to God and ask Him to pull me from the pit in which I found 
myself.myself.

When I look at the world around me, and read or watch the news, and see so much When I look at the world around me, and read or watch the news, and see so much 
negativity, evil, injustice, tragedy, some days the only reassurance I can find is negativity, evil, injustice, tragedy, some days the only reassurance I can find is 
knowing that God is in control.  He doesn’t cause the bad, but He is in control of knowing that God is in control.  He doesn’t cause the bad, but He is in control of 
the ultimate outcome and He loves me.the ultimate outcome and He loves me.

Looking back, it is the times in the valleys where my faith and simultaneously my Looking back, it is the times in the valleys where my faith and simultaneously my 
relationship with God grew the most.relationship with God grew the most.

When life is easy and going well, I am very self-sufficient.  It is easy for me to When life is easy and going well, I am very self-sufficient.  It is easy for me to 
forget that I need God.  But when life is hard and messy and complicated and I forget that I need God.  But when life is hard and messy and complicated and I 
acknowledge that I need God and can’t do this life on my own, that is when my acknowledge that I need God and can’t do this life on my own, that is when my 
faith grows exponentially, when I recognize how blessed I really am, when I find the faith grows exponentially, when I recognize how blessed I really am, when I find the 
Peace that only God can provide this side of heaven.Peace that only God can provide this side of heaven.

TRACI ALBOSTA

I need God and can’t do this  
life on my own.“



Thinking about these two things and how they relate to our walk as Christians Thinking about these two things and how they relate to our walk as Christians 
and how it should be viewed by others.  The idea of how salt works in food and and how it should be viewed by others.  The idea of how salt works in food and 
light changes how we see the world.  This parable should change our actions as light changes how we see the world.  This parable should change our actions as 
Christians because there are people watching our every move.  Christians because there are people watching our every move.  

Think about how salt alters the food on your plate.  It enhances the flavors and Think about how salt alters the food on your plate.  It enhances the flavors and 
makes the food better.  This is exactly how we should be acting throughout our makes the food better.  This is exactly how we should be acting throughout our 
lives. We should be presenting ourselves in such a way that others viewing us can lives. We should be presenting ourselves in such a way that others viewing us can 
see how amazing the Kingdom of Heaven is through us.  If salt does not boost the see how amazing the Kingdom of Heaven is through us.  If salt does not boost the 
flavor of the food, then it is worthless. Therefore, we might as well be thrown out flavor of the food, then it is worthless. Therefore, we might as well be thrown out 
with the trash if we cannot be recognized as Christians daily.  If we are not lifting with the trash if we cannot be recognized as Christians daily.  If we are not lifting 
up His name and furthering the kingdom, then what are we doing?  We should be up His name and furthering the kingdom, then what are we doing?  We should be 
living to show God’s goodness.living to show God’s goodness.

When we flip on a light switch, or say, “Alexa, turn on the living room lights.” We When we flip on a light switch, or say, “Alexa, turn on the living room lights.” We 
don’t want the light to be hidden. We don’t want it to illuminate just one item in the don’t want the light to be hidden. We don’t want it to illuminate just one item in the 
room. We want to be able to see what we are doing and where we are going.  Just room. We want to be able to see what we are doing and where we are going.  Just 
as when we do things or act it should always bring awareness to God’s Kingdom.  as when we do things or act it should always bring awareness to God’s Kingdom.  
In Genesis God created light. Light was to separate the day and night. The greater In Genesis God created light. Light was to separate the day and night. The greater 
light was to rule over the day and the lesser light to rule the night.  We too shall be light was to rule over the day and the lesser light to rule the night.  We too shall be 
the light in the day and night to bring glory in exaltation to God’s kingdom through the light in the day and night to bring glory in exaltation to God’s kingdom through 
daily actions.  daily actions.  

As God’s servants we should be living our lives with actions that only lift His As God’s servants we should be living our lives with actions that only lift His 
kingdom higher.  kingdom higher.  

LEE AND LINDSEY CHAPMAN

He extends the same invitation  
to them, to leave their ordinary  
to do the extraordinary.“ 8 
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Lord, please help us to be always present and live a lifestyle that will always Lord, please help us to be always present and live a lifestyle that will always 
glorify Your kingdom.  Let your light shine through us and to allow others to glorify Your kingdom.  Let your light shine through us and to allow others to 
see the goodness of Your love by the way we live our lives. Amen.see the goodness of Your love by the way we live our lives. Amen.
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The part of Chapter 6 I would like us to focus on is the very first verse and what it The part of Chapter 6 I would like us to focus on is the very first verse and what it 
means. Chapter 6, verse 1.means. Chapter 6, verse 1.

Jesus presumes that his disciples and audience members are already practicing Jesus presumes that his disciples and audience members are already practicing 
righteousness or righteous actions.  He instead challenges his audience with the righteousness or righteous actions.  He instead challenges his audience with the 
how.  how.  

I focused right away on the phrase “your righteousness” in this passage. My bible I focused right away on the phrase “your righteousness” in this passage. My bible 
defines righteousness as the state of being perfect or without sin.  Here Jesus uses defines righteousness as the state of being perfect or without sin.  Here Jesus uses 
it to describe how you act, especially in accordance with current Jewish laws. it to describe how you act, especially in accordance with current Jewish laws. 

In this chapter this verse is followed up with examples of how to give to those in In this chapter this verse is followed up with examples of how to give to those in 
need, how to pray, and how to fast. Not how-to physically such as bringing your need, how to pray, and how to fast. Not how-to physically such as bringing your 
hands together to pray, but how-to spiritually. hands together to pray, but how-to spiritually. 

Would you describe someone who prays alone every night as a righteous Would you describe someone who prays alone every night as a righteous 
individual?  What about someone who gives to a charity anonymously?  What individual?  What about someone who gives to a charity anonymously?  What 
about someone who is fasting from something in their life, such as a bad habit, about someone who is fasting from something in their life, such as a bad habit, 
but does so on their own.  Not complaining or exaggerating the deeds to others.  but does so on their own.  Not complaining or exaggerating the deeds to others.  
Jesus says that God sees what is done in secret (6:14), and if we do these things Jesus says that God sees what is done in secret (6:14), and if we do these things 
in accordance with God’s law, to honor God, to grow closer to God, then no other in accordance with God’s law, to honor God, to grow closer to God, then no other 
audience needs to see.audience needs to see.

History: Chapter six is a part of the Sermon on the Mount, an important sermon History: Chapter six is a part of the Sermon on the Mount, an important sermon 
and Jesus’s first speech given to a large crowd.  The audience here of would-be and Jesus’s first speech given to a large crowd.  The audience here of would-be 
followers would be familiar with the Laws and teachings of the Old Testament.  followers would be familiar with the Laws and teachings of the Old Testament.  
Jesus is not tearing down Jewish traditions and Law, but rather clarifying it, Jesus is not tearing down Jewish traditions and Law, but rather clarifying it, 
explaining it, and showing us the how to apply it (properly) to our lives.  He is explaining it, and showing us the how to apply it (properly) to our lives.  He is 
talking to a crowd of regular people who have gathered on the side of a hill, and talking to a crowd of regular people who have gathered on the side of a hill, and 
who are probably trying to DO good already.  He is basically saying, “so you give to who are probably trying to DO good already.  He is basically saying, “so you give to 
the needy, pray and fast already?  Great!  But you have been doing it wrong, just the needy, pray and fast already?  Great!  But you have been doing it wrong, just 
like the Pharisees, and you get no reward.”  This is a very confrontational message like the Pharisees, and you get no reward.”  This is a very confrontational message 
with his audience and with the religious leaders of the time.  with his audience and with the religious leaders of the time.  

How to apply to our everyday life: We all do righteous actions.  Try challenging How to apply to our everyday life: We all do righteous actions.  Try challenging 
yourself and ask ”why” am I doing this?  To whom is this for?  Are my righteous yourself and ask ”why” am I doing this?  To whom is this for?  Are my righteous 
actions for an audience of God alone?  Or for an audience of others?  actions for an audience of God alone?  Or for an audience of others?  

ZACK SAUCIER

Are my righteous actions for  
an audience of God alone?“



Matthew chapter 7 is the end of the sermon on the mount and Jesus is finishing Matthew chapter 7 is the end of the sermon on the mount and Jesus is finishing 
his teaching with words about good judgement, how to treat others, and trusting his teaching with words about good judgement, how to treat others, and trusting 
God. The concluding statement Jesus makes in verse 24, is a call to be wise like God. The concluding statement Jesus makes in verse 24, is a call to be wise like 
a builder who builds a house on a solid foundation. Of course, I want to be wise, a builder who builds a house on a solid foundation. Of course, I want to be wise, 
but I didn’t grow up going to church, so I had very little understanding about God but I didn’t grow up going to church, so I had very little understanding about God 
or the Bible. To say I had a weak foundation is an understatement. When my kids or the Bible. To say I had a weak foundation is an understatement. When my kids 
were younger, I was asked to help with a preschool Sunday school class. I was were younger, I was asked to help with a preschool Sunday school class. I was 
concerned because I felt unqualified and inexperienced, but it turned out helping concerned because I felt unqualified and inexperienced, but it turned out helping 
lead children’s Sunday school was God’s way of giving me the foundation I was lead children’s Sunday school was God’s way of giving me the foundation I was 
missing. I learned right along with the kids. A couple years later I took a Disciple missing. I learned right along with the kids. A couple years later I took a Disciple 
1 class that really helped me understand the Bible better and develop a prayer 1 class that really helped me understand the Bible better and develop a prayer 
habit. My understanding of God improved, as did my desire to keep seeking Him. habit. My understanding of God improved, as did my desire to keep seeking Him. 
Matthew 7:7 Says, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock Matthew 7:7 Says, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.” I see this as an invitation to know God. During and the door will be opened to you.” I see this as an invitation to know God. During 
another Bible study covering the letter of James, the leader challenged the class another Bible study covering the letter of James, the leader challenged the class 
to consider memorizing the whole letter! She gave some tips to accomplish this to consider memorizing the whole letter! She gave some tips to accomplish this 
task ending with the encouragement to “have fun with it.” I thought to myself, task ending with the encouragement to “have fun with it.” I thought to myself, 
whatever! How is memorizing 5 chapters of scripture going to be fun? Even whatever! How is memorizing 5 chapters of scripture going to be fun? Even 
though I was skeptical I decided to memorize the whole letter. I bypassed the idea though I was skeptical I decided to memorize the whole letter. I bypassed the idea 
of fun and plowed into reciting the words at any free moment. In the process my of fun and plowed into reciting the words at any free moment. In the process my 
kids also learned the letter of James. It was fun to see them join me, and they kids also learned the letter of James. It was fun to see them join me, and they 
also challenged me. Last year I took up a challenge to memorize and dwell in a also challenged me. Last year I took up a challenge to memorize and dwell in a 
scripture of my choosing. Dwelling in that scripture all year helped and healed me. scripture of my choosing. Dwelling in that scripture all year helped and healed me. 
I have found God in this process of studying and memorizing scripture and He has I have found God in this process of studying and memorizing scripture and He has 
blessed me through it. blessed me through it. 

What steps can you take to seek God more? How can you be open to God’s What steps can you take to seek God more? How can you be open to God’s 
direction or help?direction or help?

BETH KLEIBER

Dwelling in that scripture  
all year helped and  
healed me.“ 10
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Lord, help us to have open eyes and open ears to see and hear you leading us. Lord, help us to have open eyes and open ears to see and hear you leading us. 
Help us to see where we lack a good foundation. Help us rebuild our lives on Help us to see where we lack a good foundation. Help us rebuild our lives on 
your teaching. Amen.your teaching. Amen.
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Use this Sunday in Lent as a “mini Easter”, a time to celebrate the 
Resurrection. Take time to write a prayer as a way to joyfully recognize 
and reflect on this day.



In this passage we join Jesus during a very heavy season of ministry following his In this passage we join Jesus during a very heavy season of ministry following his 
Sermon on the Mount. Since coming back down from the mountaintop, he has Sermon on the Mount. Since coming back down from the mountaintop, he has 
already healed a leper and a Roman centurion’s servant. The latter took place already healed a leper and a Roman centurion’s servant. The latter took place 
in Capernaum, where Peter lived. After healing the centurion’s servant, Jesus in Capernaum, where Peter lived. After healing the centurion’s servant, Jesus 
entered Peter’s house and found his mother-in-law in bed quite ill with a fever. entered Peter’s house and found his mother-in-law in bed quite ill with a fever. 
Jesus desired to comfort and heal her, so he touched her hand. Immediately, the Jesus desired to comfort and heal her, so he touched her hand. Immediately, the 
fever left her. Matthew reports that in response she “began to serve him.” Her first fever left her. Matthew reports that in response she “began to serve him.” Her first 
response was gratitude for what Jesus had done for her and so she began to serve response was gratitude for what Jesus had done for her and so she began to serve 
him. him. 

In a church I once served, there was a man named Luther. One day Luther was out In a church I once served, there was a man named Luther. One day Luther was out 
digging post holes with a gasoline-powered posthole digger. As he worked, Luther’s digging post holes with a gasoline-powered posthole digger. As he worked, Luther’s 
pants someone became tangled in the auger, and it started dragging him in. Luther pants someone became tangled in the auger, and it started dragging him in. Luther 
resisted with all his might, knowing this could lead to him losing a leg. Luther resisted with all his might, knowing this could lead to him losing a leg. Luther 
prayed hard as he tried to free himself. Suddenly, his pants ripped and tore off his prayed hard as he tried to free himself. Suddenly, his pants ripped and tore off his 
body. He watched helplessly but thankfully as his pants got sucked down into the body. He watched helplessly but thankfully as his pants got sucked down into the 
hole by the powerful auger. But Luther was safe. He was shaking but not injured. hole by the powerful auger. But Luther was safe. He was shaking but not injured. 
Right after this happened, Luther called me as his pastor and told me what had Right after this happened, Luther called me as his pastor and told me what had 
happened. “Jesus saved my leg,” he said. Luther then told me, “I am going to go happened. “Jesus saved my leg,” he said. Luther then told me, “I am going to go 
right now to Caring and Sharing (a local food mission our church supported) and right now to Caring and Sharing (a local food mission our church supported) and 
make a donation because Jesus saved my leg.” And that is exactly what he did. make a donation because Jesus saved my leg.” And that is exactly what he did. 

I was impressed that Luther’s first thought was to “serve Jesus.” Would that be my I was impressed that Luther’s first thought was to “serve Jesus.” Would that be my 
first response? I am aware of many times Jesus has come to my aid. Obviously, first response? I am aware of many times Jesus has come to my aid. Obviously, 
that includes times he has answered my prayers. But it also includes times he has that includes times he has answered my prayers. But it also includes times he has 
NOT answered my prayers because I could see in retrospect that he had a better NOT answered my prayers because I could see in retrospect that he had a better 
plan. I am aware that I don’t always take the time to thank Jesus, nor do I do what plan. I am aware that I don’t always take the time to thank Jesus, nor do I do what 
Peter’s mother-in-law and Luther did. They both “began to serve him.” Peter’s Peter’s mother-in-law and Luther did. They both “began to serve him.” Peter’s 
mother-in-law – and Luther – inspire me to more consistently and practically mother-in-law – and Luther – inspire me to more consistently and practically 
express my gratitude to Jesus.express my gratitude to Jesus.

What is your response when Jesus helps you?What is your response when Jesus helps you?

REV. BOB JOHNSON

What is your response  
when Jesus helps you?“ 11
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Nobody liked the men who sat in the tax collector’s booth. They were thought Nobody liked the men who sat in the tax collector’s booth. They were thought 
to be traitors, extortionists, and collaborators with the Romans against the Jews. to be traitors, extortionists, and collaborators with the Romans against the Jews. 
Surely Jesus knew what people thought of the type of person Matthew was, and he Surely Jesus knew what people thought of the type of person Matthew was, and he 
used this opportunity to demonstrate his purpose on earth. To love. To forgive. To used this opportunity to demonstrate his purpose on earth. To love. To forgive. To 
offer a new life, a new beginning.offer a new life, a new beginning.

But Matthew didn’t know any of this when Jesus said, “Follow me.” Surely there But Matthew didn’t know any of this when Jesus said, “Follow me.” Surely there 
were rumors. Jesus had a following. He already had disciples in Peter, Andrew, were rumors. Jesus had a following. He already had disciples in Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John. He’d preached the sermon on the mount, healed a man with James, and John. He’d preached the sermon on the mount, healed a man with 
leprosy, cured a Centurion’s servant, made Peter’s mother well, and healed a leprosy, cured a Centurion’s servant, made Peter’s mother well, and healed a 
paralyzed man. But it’s unclear what Matthew knew of Jesus. Yet when Jesus called paralyzed man. But it’s unclear what Matthew knew of Jesus. Yet when Jesus called 
him, Matthew stepped out of the booth and into a new life. him, Matthew stepped out of the booth and into a new life. 

He obeyed. He left. He followed. Unlike the other disciples at the time, men who He obeyed. He left. He followed. Unlike the other disciples at the time, men who 
could go back to fishing if they changed their minds, Matthew was leaving a job could go back to fishing if they changed their minds, Matthew was leaving a job 
that paid well, and he would have nothing to go back to. The old is passed away, the that paid well, and he would have nothing to go back to. The old is passed away, the 
new has come. It’s believed that the only thing Matthew took from his booth that new has come. It’s believed that the only thing Matthew took from his booth that 
day was his pen; perhaps the pen he used to write the first synoptic gospel record, day was his pen; perhaps the pen he used to write the first synoptic gospel record, 
bearing his name. Jesus saw value in Matthew’s life before others did. bearing his name. Jesus saw value in Matthew’s life before others did. 

Do we approach our life in Christ with such abandon, with such courage? Do we approach our life in Christ with such abandon, with such courage? 
Whenever you think yourself unworthy of God’s love, remember, that’s the whole Whenever you think yourself unworthy of God’s love, remember, that’s the whole 
idea. We’re not worthy. We’re sinners. But He loves us and sees value in us just idea. We’re not worthy. We’re sinners. But He loves us and sees value in us just 
like he saw value in a tax collector despised by Jews. Embrace God’s love and live like he saw value in a tax collector despised by Jews. Embrace God’s love and live 
boldly for Him- like Matthew did.boldly for Him- like Matthew did.

MIKE FITZGERALD

Do we approach our life in  
Christ with such abandon,  
with such courage? “



“In Matthew Chapter 10, Jesus called his 12 disciples and gave them authority to “In Matthew Chapter 10, Jesus called his 12 disciples and gave them authority to 
drive out evil spirits and heal every disease and sickness. Jesus told them to go drive out evil spirits and heal every disease and sickness. Jesus told them to go 
and preach the message that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”  He also instructed and preach the message that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”  He also instructed 
them to go without packing a bag and without means to pay for their keep.  I don’t them to go without packing a bag and without means to pay for their keep.  I don’t 
know about you, but when I travel, I pack a bag with all the necessary items I will know about you, but when I travel, I pack a bag with all the necessary items I will 
need, and a few extra, just in case.  I also take plenty of money to pay for food, need, and a few extra, just in case.  I also take plenty of money to pay for food, 
lodging, fun activities and emergencies.  These 12 went to share the gospel of Jesus lodging, fun activities and emergencies.  These 12 went to share the gospel of Jesus 
to all people without packing a bag.to all people without packing a bag.

The brochure for this trip would have read: You will be sheep among wolves.  You The brochure for this trip would have read: You will be sheep among wolves.  You 
will be brought before authorities and arrested. There will be betrayal, death, and will be brought before authorities and arrested. There will be betrayal, death, and 
hatred toward you.  Call 1-800-FEAR NOT for more information. Sign up today!  hatred toward you.  Call 1-800-FEAR NOT for more information. Sign up today!  
Space is not limited so bring as many friends as you can! Space is not limited so bring as many friends as you can! 

Jesus told them what they would experience, but He also said “don’t be afraid.”  Jesus told them what they would experience, but He also said “don’t be afraid.”  
Even though Jesus warned them about what they would face, they willingly went.  Even though Jesus warned them about what they would face, they willingly went.  
Jesus wanted them to put their full trust and faith in Him to meet their every Jesus wanted them to put their full trust and faith in Him to meet their every 
need.  Even when taken before the authorities, they would have the Holy Spirit to need.  Even when taken before the authorities, they would have the Holy Spirit to 
speak through them.  In this passage, Jesus is telling us that our journey through speak through them.  In this passage, Jesus is telling us that our journey through 
life will be difficult at times.  We are to remember (Verses 29-31 NLT) “What is life will be difficult at times.  We are to remember (Verses 29-31 NLT) “What is 
the price of two sparrows-one copper coin? But not a single sparrow can fall to the price of two sparrows-one copper coin? But not a single sparrow can fall to 
the ground without your Father knowing it.  And the very hairs on your head are the ground without your Father knowing it.  And the very hairs on your head are 
all numbered. So don’t be afraid, you are more valuable to God than a whole flock all numbered. So don’t be afraid, you are more valuable to God than a whole flock 
of sparrows.” Jesus will never ask us to do anything that he has not equipped us of sparrows.” Jesus will never ask us to do anything that he has not equipped us 
to do.  He assures us that if we put our full trust and faith in Him, He will provide to do.  He assures us that if we put our full trust and faith in Him, He will provide 
everything we need.  Do not fear, but have faith in Jesus that He will be with you everything we need.  Do not fear, but have faith in Jesus that He will be with you 
on this journey called life.  So go and share the story of Jesus for, “Everyone who on this journey called life.  So go and share the story of Jesus for, “Everyone who 
acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my Father acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven.  But everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before me in heaven.  But everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before me 
Father in heaven.” (Verses 32-33 NLT).Father in heaven.” (Verses 32-33 NLT).

PAM CHAPMAN

Even though Jesus warned  
them about what they would  
face, they willingly went. “ 13
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In Matthew 11:4-5, Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and In Matthew 11:4-5, Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and 
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” 

I often think about the miracles performed by Jesus, which were written down in I often think about the miracles performed by Jesus, which were written down in 
the Bible to be shared by generation after generation that we may be a people who the Bible to be shared by generation after generation that we may be a people who 
believe. How incredible it must have been to be on the receiving end, or even in believe. How incredible it must have been to be on the receiving end, or even in 
the presence of, a miracle performed by Jesus! Sometimes God’s miracles can feel the presence of, a miracle performed by Jesus! Sometimes God’s miracles can feel 
like ancient history – very real and very important, but things that only happened like ancient history – very real and very important, but things that only happened 
long ago. But, what about today? Can, and do, miracles from God still happen in long ago. But, what about today? Can, and do, miracles from God still happen in 
this broken world? this broken world? 

Later in Matthew 11:20, we find out that “...Jesus began to denounce the towns Later in Matthew 11:20, we find out that “...Jesus began to denounce the towns 
in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent.” in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent.” 
What a tragedy this is, and yet it feels so familiar. What a tragedy this is, and yet it feels so familiar. 

Thankfully, the same God is still at work today. His grace and love are still freely Thankfully, the same God is still at work today. His grace and love are still freely 
given. The Holy Spirit remains moving in and around us. My prayer this lent is that given. The Holy Spirit remains moving in and around us. My prayer this lent is that 
God open my heart and my eyes to more easily see his miracles in my own life God open my heart and my eyes to more easily see his miracles in my own life 
and in the lives of those around me. And, to not only see His miracles, but to etch and in the lives of those around me. And, to not only see His miracles, but to etch 
them in my memory and store them in my heart so that I am changed by them. I them in my memory and store them in my heart so that I am changed by them. I 
pray the same for you. pray the same for you. 

KRISTEN MCWAT TERS

Thankfully, the same God  
is still at work today.“



The Pharisees asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath or not?” The Pharisees asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath or not?” 

It is never easy to suffer rejection.  People are inclined to judge first and ask It is never easy to suffer rejection.  People are inclined to judge first and ask 
questions later.  It is this lack of curiosity about Jesus that leads the Pharisees questions later.  It is this lack of curiosity about Jesus that leads the Pharisees 
to assume incorrectly that Jesus is a false teacher who must be condemned.  to assume incorrectly that Jesus is a false teacher who must be condemned.  
Matthew’s gospel sets the scene perfectly.Matthew’s gospel sets the scene perfectly.

The Pharisees, who were stewards of the law, had already accused Jesus of The Pharisees, who were stewards of the law, had already accused Jesus of 
violating the 4th commandment to do no work on the sabbath.  They had seen his violating the 4th commandment to do no work on the sabbath.  They had seen his 
disciples plucking and eating heads of grain which the Pharisees interpreted to be disciples plucking and eating heads of grain which the Pharisees interpreted to be 
harvesting.  Jesus scolds them for their lack of compassion and declares that, “The harvesting.  Jesus scolds them for their lack of compassion and declares that, “The 
Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.”  Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.”  

The Pharisees attempt to build their case against Jesus by pointing to a man in the The Pharisees attempt to build their case against Jesus by pointing to a man in the 
synagogue with a withered hand.  Knowing that Jesus is a healer they ask him, “Is it synagogue with a withered hand.  Knowing that Jesus is a healer they ask him, “Is it 
lawful to heal on the sabbath?”  Yes or No?lawful to heal on the sabbath?”  Yes or No?

Jesus, answers them by telling a story of a sheep that fell into a ditch on the Jesus, answers them by telling a story of a sheep that fell into a ditch on the 
sabbath and is rescued because the animal is valuable. He said,  “How much more sabbath and is rescued because the animal is valuable. He said,  “How much more 
valuable is a human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” valuable is a human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 
The Pharisees then left and conspired how to destroy him.The Pharisees then left and conspired how to destroy him.

It is hard to love people who conspire to destroy others, especially when it is Jesus.  It is hard to love people who conspire to destroy others, especially when it is Jesus.  
The Pharisees were good religious people who took scripture seriously.  Their intent The Pharisees were good religious people who took scripture seriously.  Their intent 
was to follow the law closely in order to remain rightly related to God.  While their was to follow the law closely in order to remain rightly related to God.  While their 
intentions were worthy, Jesus points out how they had missed the point of sabbath intentions were worthy, Jesus points out how they had missed the point of sabbath 
keeping. He stated plainly that the sabbath is made for humankind, not humankind keeping. He stated plainly that the sabbath is made for humankind, not humankind 
for the sabbath.  for the sabbath.  

In a world that seeks easy answers for complex issues Jesus shows us the way. In a world that seeks easy answers for complex issues Jesus shows us the way. 
In the light of eternity practicing compassion is always appropriate. Doing good In the light of eternity practicing compassion is always appropriate. Doing good 
toward others, even when it conflicts with our values is what it means to follow toward others, even when it conflicts with our values is what it means to follow 
Jesus. Loving God and neighbor is central to our Christian faith. If we don’t Jesus. Loving God and neighbor is central to our Christian faith. If we don’t 
understand this, then our religion is nothing more than an adventure in missing the understand this, then our religion is nothing more than an adventure in missing the 
point.point.

REV. RICHARD L. WHITE

In a world that seeks easy  
answers for complex issues  
Jesus shows us the way. “ 15
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Years ago, my wife took me to the Leftover Friends Sunday School Class at St. Years ago, my wife took me to the Leftover Friends Sunday School Class at St. 
Peter’s United Methodist Church. This large caring class is filled with people of Peter’s United Methodist Church. This large caring class is filled with people of 
wisdom and grace. One day a classmate named Joe came over and asked me if I wisdom and grace. One day a classmate named Joe came over and asked me if I 
would like to go on a walk. I said, “I like walks, where are we going?” would like to go on a walk. I said, “I like walks, where are we going?” 

So Joe described the Walk to Emmaus and how you step into a retreat setting for So Joe described the Walk to Emmaus and how you step into a retreat setting for 
three days without cell phones or watches and just become completely immersed three days without cell phones or watches and just become completely immersed 
in Christian fellowship with love for the Lord. No prerequisites needed. Just come in Christian fellowship with love for the Lord. No prerequisites needed. Just come 
and see, learn and grow with an open heart. It took forty days for the Holy Spirit to and see, learn and grow with an open heart. It took forty days for the Holy Spirit to 
work on me, constantly nudging me to tell him YES please. work on me, constantly nudging me to tell him YES please. 

I accepted, and in February of 2017 my life changed. You know how you can just I accepted, and in February of 2017 my life changed. You know how you can just 
be living your life thinking all is perfect without even really knowing you need help? be living your life thinking all is perfect without even really knowing you need help? 
Well, I needed a booster shot to open my mind to the Mind of Christ. What a Well, I needed a booster shot to open my mind to the Mind of Christ. What a 
blessing it has been! blessing it has been! 

My beautiful wife Debbie went through the Walk a year later and it has set us My beautiful wife Debbie went through the Walk a year later and it has set us 
closer together through our relationship with Jesus Christ. So much spiritual closer together through our relationship with Jesus Christ. So much spiritual 
opportunity is available through the people in this church and community. I now opportunity is available through the people in this church and community. I now 
look through the prism of Christ as I live my life. Like the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 look through the prism of Christ as I live my life. Like the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 
Thessalonians 5:16, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing.”Thessalonians 5:16, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing.”

In Matthew 13:1-23, Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower. This boils down to how In Matthew 13:1-23, Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower. This boils down to how 
people receive and use scriptural teaching. How solid is your faith? God wants us people receive and use scriptural teaching. How solid is your faith? God wants us 
to share His Word with others. We each need to do this as a mission in our life to share His Word with others. We each need to do this as a mission in our life 
and as instructed through scripture (Matthew 28:18-20). When Joe planted the and as instructed through scripture (Matthew 28:18-20). When Joe planted the 
mustard seed in me, it is interesting to note that from that day on it was the Holy mustard seed in me, it is interesting to note that from that day on it was the Holy 
Spirit who did the watering of that tiny fragile seed. That seed hit fertile soil in my Spirit who did the watering of that tiny fragile seed. That seed hit fertile soil in my 
mind and has been growing in size every day since being planted. What a blessing!mind and has been growing in size every day since being planted. What a blessing!

PAT TON KING

Like John, help me to  
trust and obey.“

Dear Lord, hold close to all those who see and hear your scriptural teaching. Dear Lord, hold close to all those who see and hear your scriptural teaching. 
Help us to embrace your Word lifting it up high in our hearts. Encourage us to Help us to embrace your Word lifting it up high in our hearts. Encourage us to 
step out and touch others with your Good News. Walk with us, Lord, holding step out and touch others with your Good News. Walk with us, Lord, holding 
our hand for we are your children in need of our Father for love and guidance. our hand for we are your children in need of our Father for love and guidance. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we pray. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we pray. 
Amen.Amen.
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Jesus taught lessons through stories throughout his ministry. In this passage we Jesus taught lessons through stories throughout his ministry. In this passage we 
come to what feels like a rapid-fire deluge of his parables. This was actually only come to what feels like a rapid-fire deluge of his parables. This was actually only 
the second half of a day of teaching! He and his disciples had been traveling to the second half of a day of teaching! He and his disciples had been traveling to 
each of their home cities to teach to “their turf” and they had finally reached each of their home cities to teach to “their turf” and they had finally reached 
Jesus’ hometown. Imagine sitting there, having known Jesus as a kid, then a Jesus’ hometown. Imagine sitting there, having known Jesus as a kid, then a 
teenager, and then young adult. Now your listening to this person speak deep teenager, and then young adult. Now your listening to this person speak deep 
truths all day by the lake. I imagine it like being in undergrad, when you get that truths all day by the lake. I imagine it like being in undergrad, when you get that 
teacher that is so passionate about their subject. You know if you zone out for a teacher that is so passionate about their subject. You know if you zone out for a 
second you’re going to miss a critical piece of information. Some of these parables second you’re going to miss a critical piece of information. Some of these parables 
Jesus told were only 2 sentences long! In this one extended setting, we learn so Jesus told were only 2 sentences long! In this one extended setting, we learn so 
much about God’s kingdom. A few highlights: much about God’s kingdom. A few highlights: 

• • Jesus tells us that we will reside amongst other believers and non-believers Jesus tells us that we will reside amongst other believers and non-believers 
until “the harvest” (aka – Christ’s triumphant return). until “the harvest” (aka – Christ’s triumphant return). 

• • This kingdom of God will have grown from humble beginnings into something This kingdom of God will have grown from humble beginnings into something 
that is far beyond what our human minds could ever imagine. that is far beyond what our human minds could ever imagine. 

• • Jesus even explicitly mentions women. The women hide the yeast amongst Jesus even explicitly mentions women. The women hide the yeast amongst 
the wheat helping it develop into dough. As such, women are agents of this the wheat helping it develop into dough. As such, women are agents of this 
kingdom too! kingdom too! 

• • We are to hold our relationship with God as an incredibly valuable possession. We are to hold our relationship with God as an incredibly valuable possession. 

Most impactful to me, was realizing that even the disciples didn’t understand all Most impactful to me, was realizing that even the disciples didn’t understand all 
Jesus’ parables. Instead of being fearful of not knowing it all, they approached Jesus’ parables. Instead of being fearful of not knowing it all, they approached 
their friend, their teacher and asked him to explain. Even more incredibly, once their friend, their teacher and asked him to explain. Even more incredibly, once 
Jesus could see that they did understand, he said they were now “experts trained Jesus could see that they did understand, he said they were now “experts trained 
for the kingdom”! Experts, y’all! I tell this to my 3rd graders all the time in Bible for the kingdom”! Experts, y’all! I tell this to my 3rd graders all the time in Bible 
study: Jesus (God, too) doesn’t expect perfection. He just wants us to come to study: Jesus (God, too) doesn’t expect perfection. He just wants us to come to 
him openly, humbly, and build relationship with him. And then he wants you to go him openly, humbly, and build relationship with him. And then he wants you to go 
forth into the world and give that knowledge to others. Or as we say in Bible study forth into the world and give that knowledge to others. Or as we say in Bible study 
“GIRAFFES go MAD” (God Is Ready And Fighting For Everyone So go Make A “GIRAFFES go MAD” (God Is Ready And Fighting For Everyone So go Make A 
Difference).Difference).

As you consider this passage, ask yourself: 1) Do you feel worthy of asking for As you consider this passage, ask yourself: 1) Do you feel worthy of asking for 
deeper understanding when you don’t “get” what the Bible is telling you? 2) Who deeper understanding when you don’t “get” what the Bible is telling you? 2) Who 
do you identify as an “expert” for the kingdom? Anyone you ignore, as those in do you identify as an “expert” for the kingdom? Anyone you ignore, as those in 
Jesus’ hometown ignored him? Go make a difference, friends.Jesus’ hometown ignored him? Go make a difference, friends.

PAIGE PAT TERSON

He just wants us to come to 
him openly, humbly, and build 
relationship with him.“



In reading this scripture, I keep going back to the disciples’ doubt. Over and over In reading this scripture, I keep going back to the disciples’ doubt. Over and over 
again, they are caught in the same cycle of doubt. Though they know that Jesus again, they are caught in the same cycle of doubt. Though they know that Jesus 
performs miracles, and have even seen it themselves firsthand, they still doubt performs miracles, and have even seen it themselves firsthand, they still doubt 
Him when He tells them to feed the crowd. Even after they see His miracle with Him when He tells them to feed the crowd. Even after they see His miracle with 
the loaves and the fish, again they experience doubt when they see Him walking the loaves and the fish, again they experience doubt when they see Him walking 
on the water. For the people closest to Jesus that walked the Earth with Him, on the water. For the people closest to Jesus that walked the Earth with Him, 
doubt still persists. So how do we, as people that will never firsthand witness Jesus doubt still persists. So how do we, as people that will never firsthand witness Jesus 
performing miracles right in front of us, respond to our inevitable doubt when it performing miracles right in front of us, respond to our inevitable doubt when it 
comes? comes? 

I think the disciples show us that doubt and faith are not mutually exclusive I think the disciples show us that doubt and faith are not mutually exclusive 
experiences. If they could watch Jesus perform miracles with their own eyes and experiences. If they could watch Jesus perform miracles with their own eyes and 
they experienced doubt, then surely it is understandable that we will as well. Even they experienced doubt, then surely it is understandable that we will as well. Even 
though we have faith in Jesus, doubt sneaks in when things are hard. When we are though we have faith in Jesus, doubt sneaks in when things are hard. When we are 
struggling, when our life isn’t going the way we thought it would, when we feel as if struggling, when our life isn’t going the way we thought it would, when we feel as if 
our prayers aren’t being answered, we doubt that Jesus is at work in our lives. But if our prayers aren’t being answered, we doubt that Jesus is at work in our lives. But if 
we look at Matthew, even when the disciples doubted, Jesus was always right there we look at Matthew, even when the disciples doubted, Jesus was always right there 
beside them helping and healing.  I think He just wants us to focus on Him and beside them helping and healing.  I think He just wants us to focus on Him and 
not the things causing doubt.  If we regularly seek out God, I think it is more likely not the things causing doubt.  If we regularly seek out God, I think it is more likely 
that we will lean into our faith rather than away from it when we are in situations that we will lean into our faith rather than away from it when we are in situations 
that can lead to doubt.  God never stops moving in our lives just because we doubt that can lead to doubt.  God never stops moving in our lives just because we doubt 
Him. He is going to move regardless, so it is up to us to seek Him out during our Him. He is going to move regardless, so it is up to us to seek Him out during our 
seasons of doubt.seasons of doubt.

We are never going to see Jesus walk on water. We are never going to see Him We are never going to see Jesus walk on water. We are never going to see Him 
take our meager offerings of fish and bread and use it to feed thousands. However, take our meager offerings of fish and bread and use it to feed thousands. However, 
I think if we are diligent enough in our pursuit of Him, we will see Him performing I think if we are diligent enough in our pursuit of Him, we will see Him performing 
miracles through others and if we are in tune with the Holy Spirit, we open miracles through others and if we are in tune with the Holy Spirit, we open 
ourselves to be used for His will as well.  Our response to doubt should be to lean ourselves to be used for His will as well.  Our response to doubt should be to lean 
into our faith but in order to be ready with this response we must be seeking God into our faith but in order to be ready with this response we must be seeking God 
constantly through prayer, in scripture and in worship. If we make these things a constantly through prayer, in scripture and in worship. If we make these things a 
priority in our lives when the doubt comes our faith can prevail.priority in our lives when the doubt comes our faith can prevail.

HEATHER DUFFEY

Our response to doubt  
should be to lean into  
our faith.“ 18
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Lord, I need to center my mind and heart on your love, so that I might feel it in the Lord, I need to center my mind and heart on your love, so that I might feel it in the 
midst of this chaotic life. I want to wash the fear, uncertainty, anger, pain, grief and midst of this chaotic life. I want to wash the fear, uncertainty, anger, pain, grief and 
sorrow from my heart so that my words and actions reflect my confidence in your sorrow from my heart so that my words and actions reflect my confidence in your 
love and my trust in you. Amen!love and my trust in you. Amen!

The roller coaster of emotions during this past year have revealed deep grief upon The roller coaster of emotions during this past year have revealed deep grief upon 
the death of my husband, feelings of depression accentuated by the isolation of the death of my husband, feelings of depression accentuated by the isolation of 
Covid-19, serious extended family issues, as well as the necessity of having two  Covid-19, serious extended family issues, as well as the necessity of having two  
knee replacements.  If that wasn’t enough, the divisiveness in our country and knee replacements.  If that wasn’t enough, the divisiveness in our country and 
church tore at the very fabric of what I believe as a Christian and an American.  I, church tore at the very fabric of what I believe as a Christian and an American.  I, 
like the Canaanite woman in this text, cried: ‘LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME!’like the Canaanite woman in this text, cried: ‘LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME!’

Once again, the Lord has provided direction and reassurance of the importance Once again, the Lord has provided direction and reassurance of the importance 
of keeping God at the center of my life. The author reminded me to follow God’s of keeping God at the center of my life. The author reminded me to follow God’s 
commandments not the human traditions and practices that are anything but commandments not the human traditions and practices that are anything but 
LOVE.  This not so gentle reminder of the Ten Commandment to honor thy father LOVE.  This not so gentle reminder of the Ten Commandment to honor thy father 
and mother, led me to remember the Greatest Commandment Jesus gave His and mother, led me to remember the Greatest Commandment Jesus gave His 
disciples, paraphrased: “”...You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, disciples, paraphrased: “”...You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength....You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no soul, mind, and strength....You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
other commandment greater than these.”” (Mark 12:29-31)other commandment greater than these.”” (Mark 12:29-31)

So, what would Jesus have me do to renew my strength in order to love the Lord, So, what would Jesus have me do to renew my strength in order to love the Lord, 
neighbor, and myself so that my heart reflects God’s love as faithful Christian, not neighbor, and myself so that my heart reflects God’s love as faithful Christian, not 
my despair?my despair?

The easy answer is to spend more time with God increasing prayer time, scripture The easy answer is to spend more time with God increasing prayer time, scripture 
reading and meditation.  Over the last few months this practice has softened my reading and meditation.  Over the last few months this practice has softened my 
heart, soul, and mind to the point I was finally receptive to God’s renewing love.  heart, soul, and mind to the point I was finally receptive to God’s renewing love.  
One early morning, while sitting by a mountain lake,  God’s love shown brighter One early morning, while sitting by a mountain lake,  God’s love shown brighter 
than that beautiful sunrise letting me know that God will provide the needed words than that beautiful sunrise letting me know that God will provide the needed words 
and actions as to live as a Disciple of Christ. and actions as to live as a Disciple of Christ. 

I renew that commitment each morning as I repeat the very personal prayer above.  I renew that commitment each morning as I repeat the very personal prayer above.  
May you know God’s love and share it with the world. May you know God’s love and share it with the world. 

REV. JEANNIE WHITEHURST

May you know God’s love  
and share it with the world.“



I seem to eat (nibble) all through the day. From the time I get up until my final I seem to eat (nibble) all through the day. From the time I get up until my final 
snack before going to bed there always seems to be something in the kitchen to snack before going to bed there always seems to be something in the kitchen to 
nibble. Needless to say I can’t imagine going for 3 days without food. In our society nibble. Needless to say I can’t imagine going for 3 days without food. In our society 
where for most of us food is easily purchased and easily cooked or heated, it is hard where for most of us food is easily purchased and easily cooked or heated, it is hard 
to imagine a time when food was scarcer and not easily prepared. to imagine a time when food was scarcer and not easily prepared. 

How do you feed 4000 men (not counting women and children) out in the How do you feed 4000 men (not counting women and children) out in the 
wilderness? We all believe that Jesus can perform miracles, and this is just another wilderness? We all believe that Jesus can perform miracles, and this is just another 
one. Jesus takes a few loaves of bread and little fish and creates a feast for one. Jesus takes a few loaves of bread and little fish and creates a feast for 
probably 8000. probably 8000. 

I have heard this miracle explained away by saying some of the people would have I have heard this miracle explained away by saying some of the people would have 
brought along food. (What mother would take children on a short trip without brought along food. (What mother would take children on a short trip without 
taking along some snacks?) Then those who had food shared with those who didn’t taking along some snacks?) Then those who had food shared with those who didn’t 
have any.have any.

Welllll…. Let’s think about that. What kind of food do you have that lasts 3 days and Welllll…. Let’s think about that. What kind of food do you have that lasts 3 days and 
still is edible without at least a cooler? Obviously, there was bread and I hope dried still is edible without at least a cooler? Obviously, there was bread and I hope dried 
fish. But if you have already been there for 3 days – how much food do you have fish. But if you have already been there for 3 days – how much food do you have 
left? If you don’t have a lot do you really want to share with strangers or make sure left? If you don’t have a lot do you really want to share with strangers or make sure 
your family (women and children) have enough? Remember the 10 maidens who your family (women and children) have enough? Remember the 10 maidens who 
needed oil for their lamps. They didn’t seem to be in the mood to share.needed oil for their lamps. They didn’t seem to be in the mood to share.

Whether it was Jesus creating a great amount of food from a small amount or Whether it was Jesus creating a great amount of food from a small amount or 
whether it was Jesus’ words that caused a massive crowd to share what little they whether it was Jesus’ words that caused a massive crowd to share what little they 
had, a miracle happened.had, a miracle happened.

Now I question myself? What am I willing to do to follow Jesus? Would I wander Now I question myself? What am I willing to do to follow Jesus? Would I wander 
for 3 days out in the fields with no food?  Would I be willing to share what little for 3 days out in the fields with no food?  Would I be willing to share what little 
food I did have with strangers? food I did have with strangers? 

To make this a little more like today’s world - Am I willing to make the effort to To make this a little more like today’s world - Am I willing to make the effort to 
be in church every Sunday and do an extra weekday Bible study? Am I willing to be in church every Sunday and do an extra weekday Bible study? Am I willing to 
forgo that Sonic drink each day or that pedicure to put a little more money in the forgo that Sonic drink each day or that pedicure to put a little more money in the 
offering plate? Am I willing to serve on committees or teach a Bible study? Am I offering plate? Am I willing to serve on committees or teach a Bible study? Am I 
willing to volunteer with Scouts or make the effort to give blood? Am I willing to willing to volunteer with Scouts or make the effort to give blood? Am I willing to 
volunteer to welcome people as they enter the church?volunteer to welcome people as they enter the church?

The question remains – what are we willing to do to follow Jesus and His words?The question remains – what are we willing to do to follow Jesus and His words?

 LINDA ELMS

What am I willing to do  
to follow Jesus?“ 20
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We can often predict what the weather is going to do based on many different We can often predict what the weather is going to do based on many different 
things. People say they can smell when rain is coming. Animals can tell when there things. People say they can smell when rain is coming. Animals can tell when there 
is a big storm on its way. At the ripe age of 26, I now have the talent of being able is a big storm on its way. At the ripe age of 26, I now have the talent of being able 
to tell when it’s cold out as my knee starts aching. to tell when it’s cold out as my knee starts aching. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees banded together, despite their differences, to test The Pharisees and Sadducees banded together, despite their differences, to test 
Jesus to once again prove who he is. They wanted to see another act of God, Jesus to once again prove who he is. They wanted to see another act of God, 
despite him have already performed miracles. They either wanted him to perform despite him have already performed miracles. They either wanted him to perform 
his miracle and be under their power, or not and thus prove he wasn’t the Messiah. his miracle and be under their power, or not and thus prove he wasn’t the Messiah. 
He refused because he didn’t come to Earth to prove himself to man, he came to He refused because he didn’t come to Earth to prove himself to man, he came to 
establish the Kingdom of Heaven.establish the Kingdom of Heaven.

It is easy to ask for signs from God in times we feel desperate, even if asked with It is easy to ask for signs from God in times we feel desperate, even if asked with 
better intentions than the religious leaders in the Bible. In the past, I have asked for better intentions than the religious leaders in the Bible. In the past, I have asked for 
signs to guide me to which college to go to, whether or not to leave a friendship, signs to guide me to which college to go to, whether or not to leave a friendship, 
etc. However, I have found that when a prayer for a sign is answered with a sign, I etc. However, I have found that when a prayer for a sign is answered with a sign, I 
tend to doubt it is from God. tend to doubt it is from God. 

“What if I am just picking the easy way out?” “What if I am just picking the easy way out?” 

“What if it is just in my head?” “What if it is just in my head?” 

For me, I struggle to accept when God actually might be leading me toward For me, I struggle to accept when God actually might be leading me toward 
something. I have to push myself to see signs as the Holy Spirit moving. something. I have to push myself to see signs as the Holy Spirit moving. 

So what is a sign? A good feeling, an awareness that something isn’t right, a So what is a sign? A good feeling, an awareness that something isn’t right, a 
moment of happiness… moment of happiness… 

So, in this season as we are awaiting his death and resurrection, look for signs, even So, in this season as we are awaiting his death and resurrection, look for signs, even 
ones you don’t ask for. Look for moments of the spirit moving. Whether it is in a ones you don’t ask for. Look for moments of the spirit moving. Whether it is in a 
moment with your family, while you are driving, or as you are going to sleep. God moment with your family, while you are driving, or as you are going to sleep. God 
uses the Holy Spirit to bring us closer to the Kingdom of Heaven on a daily basis. uses the Holy Spirit to bring us closer to the Kingdom of Heaven on a daily basis. 

EMILY PARSONS

Look for signs, even ones  
you don’t ask for. “



Matthew 17 opens with Jesus taking Peter, James and John to Mount Hermon. Matthew 17 opens with Jesus taking Peter, James and John to Mount Hermon. 
In this mountain top moment for Peter, James and John, the glory of Jesus was In this mountain top moment for Peter, James and John, the glory of Jesus was 
revealed. But quickly they found their mountain top moment was diminished, revealed. But quickly they found their mountain top moment was diminished, 
when Satan met them in the valley with spiritual warfare. when Satan met them in the valley with spiritual warfare. 

Matthew 17:14-15 NRSV states “14 When they came near the crowd, a man Matthew 17:14-15 NRSV states “14 When they came near the crowd, a man 
approached Jesus. He got on his knees in front of him. 15 “Lord,” he said, “have approached Jesus. He got on his knees in front of him. 15 “Lord,” he said, “have 
mercy on my son. He shakes wildly and suffers a great deal. He often falls into the mercy on my son. He shakes wildly and suffers a great deal. He often falls into the 
fire or into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples. But they couldn’t heal fire or into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples. But they couldn’t heal 
him.”him.”

In Matthew 10:1 the disciples were given authority over unclean spirits, the ability In Matthew 10:1 the disciples were given authority over unclean spirits, the ability 
to cast them out and to heal every kind of disease and sickness. So why had they to cast them out and to heal every kind of disease and sickness. So why had they 
failed? When the disciples ask Jesus why, He tells them in verses 20-21 “Because failed? When the disciples ask Jesus why, He tells them in verses 20-21 “Because 
your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have faith your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have faith 
as small as a mustard seed, it is enough. You can say to this mountain, ‘Move from as small as a mustard seed, it is enough. You can say to this mountain, ‘Move from 
here to there.’ And it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”here to there.’ And it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

Have you ever had a mountaintop moment only to be met with a crisis or trial in Have you ever had a mountaintop moment only to be met with a crisis or trial in 
your life? Satan uses these moments to try to cause believers to waiver in their your life? Satan uses these moments to try to cause believers to waiver in their 
faith, to lose the path that God was leading them towards. To fight unbelief, we faith, to lose the path that God was leading them towards. To fight unbelief, we 
must remember Jesus’ promises, His authority and His victory over sin and evil. must remember Jesus’ promises, His authority and His victory over sin and evil. 
Our faith should not be rooted in believing only in ourselves or positive thinking. Our faith should not be rooted in believing only in ourselves or positive thinking. 
We must remain Christ-centered. When we focus on the mountain-sized trials in We must remain Christ-centered. When we focus on the mountain-sized trials in 
our lives, our faith will shrink, but our God can defeat them! our lives, our faith will shrink, but our God can defeat them! 

One of my most memorable mountaintop moments was in Israel with St. Peter’s One of my most memorable mountaintop moments was in Israel with St. Peter’s 
fellow members. We had a chance to sit on the top of Mount Precipice and look fellow members. We had a chance to sit on the top of Mount Precipice and look 
out over the land of Israel, in the same place where Jesus would have stood. I out over the land of Israel, in the same place where Jesus would have stood. I 
remember feeling God’s presence there, and a flood of emotions came onto remember feeling God’s presence there, and a flood of emotions came onto 
me. I finally felt like I could let go of the worry, anxiety and stress that I had been me. I finally felt like I could let go of the worry, anxiety and stress that I had been 
carrying with me for months. I was at peace. carrying with me for months. I was at peace. 

Use today to reflect on any mountaintop moments you have experienced, where Use today to reflect on any mountaintop moments you have experienced, where 
you truly saw and felt the grace of God and were ignited by Him. Keep these you truly saw and felt the grace of God and were ignited by Him. Keep these 
memories in the forefront of your mind so that when you face your next trial, you memories in the forefront of your mind so that when you face your next trial, you 
remember, and use that energy and peace to fuel your faith and fight the urge to remember, and use that energy and peace to fuel your faith and fight the urge to 
shrink in unbelief. shrink in unbelief. 

KATHRYNE PRUIT T
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Use this Sunday in Lent as a “mini Easter”, a time to celebrate the 
Resurrection. Take time to write a prayer as a way to joyfully recognize 
and reflect on this day.



Often, I have led the cavalry charge arguing against taxes.  My friends and family Often, I have led the cavalry charge arguing against taxes.  My friends and family 
will tell you that my fundamental political issue is taxation.  The more I’m taxed, the will tell you that my fundamental political issue is taxation.  The more I’m taxed, the 
less I like it!  And, if one says he or she will reduce my taxes my complete attention less I like it!  And, if one says he or she will reduce my taxes my complete attention 
focuses on them.  For me taxation is a bad thing; and Jesus has a word about that.focuses on them.  For me taxation is a bad thing; and Jesus has a word about that.

One day, arriving in Capernaum probably in order to pay the annual temple tax One day, arriving in Capernaum probably in order to pay the annual temple tax 
(Jewish authorities collected taxes across the districts beginning the 15th of Adar, (Jewish authorities collected taxes across the districts beginning the 15th of Adar, 
modern February 15th) Jesus briefly, but poignantly, reminds his disciples that modern February 15th) Jesus briefly, but poignantly, reminds his disciples that 
believers “do not cause offence”.  He gives money securing instructions to St. believers “do not cause offence”.  He gives money securing instructions to St. 
Peter concluding that the discovered money should be used to “pay the tax for us”.  Peter concluding that the discovered money should be used to “pay the tax for us”.  

In short, Christians pay their way without giving offense, especially at tax time. In short, Christians pay their way without giving offense, especially at tax time. 
If you don’t like paying taxes remember that we don’t give offence by not paying If you don’t like paying taxes remember that we don’t give offence by not paying 
them and that taxes will end when we enter the tax-free heaven Jesus has opened them and that taxes will end when we enter the tax-free heaven Jesus has opened 
for us!  He’s pre-paid our entry.  Hallelujah!!  for us!  He’s pre-paid our entry.  Hallelujah!!  

MARK ADAMS

Jesus reminds his disciples  
that believers “do not  
cause offence.”“ 23

M A RC H  2 0
M A T T H E W  1 7 :  2 2 -2 7M A T T H E W  1 7 :  2 2 -2 7

O good and gracious God, help me to be patient and not offended by returning O good and gracious God, help me to be patient and not offended by returning 
some of your good giving to pay taxes.  Amen.  some of your good giving to pay taxes.  Amen.  



24
M A RC H  2 1
M A T T H E W  1 8M A T T H E W  1 8

In this passage in Matthew, Jesus challenges us to be like little children. Numerous In this passage in Matthew, Jesus challenges us to be like little children. Numerous 
scholars and theologians have different takes on what this passage means.  I scholars and theologians have different takes on what this passage means.  I 
doubt if anyone but Jesus knows for sure, but here are some possible behaviors / doubt if anyone but Jesus knows for sure, but here are some possible behaviors / 
attributes for these little children:attributes for these little children:

1. They approach the world with wonder and awe. They are thrilled by simple things 1. They approach the world with wonder and awe. They are thrilled by simple things 
like rainbows and caterpillars and puppies. They see the beauty in the world and like rainbows and caterpillars and puppies. They see the beauty in the world and 
many of the good things we often fail to notice because we are either too busy or many of the good things we often fail to notice because we are either too busy or 
too dulled to appreciate.too dulled to appreciate.

2. They don’t have all of the answers and approach life with a lot of questions. 2. They don’t have all of the answers and approach life with a lot of questions. 
There are a lot of whys and hows and they look to others for the answers. This is There are a lot of whys and hows and they look to others for the answers. This is 
just like we should look to God for answers. They don’t presume to know it all, and just like we should look to God for answers. They don’t presume to know it all, and 
neither should we. neither should we. 

3. On the playground or in the classroom they look on everyone as a 3. On the playground or in the classroom they look on everyone as a 
potential friend. They have no preselection based on the prejudice of external potential friend. They have no preselection based on the prejudice of external 
characteristics. All can be brothers and sisters. This would be good viewpoint for us characteristics. All can be brothers and sisters. This would be good viewpoint for us 
to have.to have.

4. Most little children have the good fortune to not be plagued with fear, worry 4. Most little children have the good fortune to not be plagued with fear, worry 
and concern. They can go to sleep feeling comfort that their parents (and God) and concern. They can go to sleep feeling comfort that their parents (and God) 
will watch over and take care of them.  This is another viewpoint which we would be will watch over and take care of them.  This is another viewpoint which we would be 
well served to emulate.well served to emulate.

Which of these might Jesus been pointing us toward?  I don’t think it matters. All Which of these might Jesus been pointing us toward?  I don’t think it matters. All 
are good and can lead us closer to God. So how about you? Isn’t it a great day to are good and can lead us closer to God. So how about you? Isn’t it a great day to 
be a child of God and act like one?be a child of God and act like one?

JIM MILLER

Isn’t it a great day to be a child  
of God and act like one?“



This passage always throws me through a loop. In just a few lines of seemingly This passage always throws me through a loop. In just a few lines of seemingly 
conversational dialogue I feel like ancient and modern times collide, the purpose conversational dialogue I feel like ancient and modern times collide, the purpose 
and struggles of life are glazed over, and I’m left with more questions than answers! and struggles of life are glazed over, and I’m left with more questions than answers! 
For now, I’ll focus on the question asker in Matthew 19:16. Someone (likely a For now, I’ll focus on the question asker in Matthew 19:16. Someone (likely a 
young ruler) asks Jesus “what do I need to do to get eternal life?”. I’m picturing this young ruler) asks Jesus “what do I need to do to get eternal life?”. I’m picturing this 
ambitious man who is (from a cultural sense) “good” and on his way to becoming ambitious man who is (from a cultural sense) “good” and on his way to becoming 
a Pharisee, thinking “this is what I do. I check these boxes, I submit the form, and a Pharisee, thinking “this is what I do. I check these boxes, I submit the form, and 
BOOM!...eternal life”. He’s clearly an accomplished “box checker” and it’s served BOOM!...eternal life”. He’s clearly an accomplished “box checker” and it’s served 
him well. him well. 

Don’t get me wrong! I come from a long line of expert list-makers than can check Don’t get me wrong! I come from a long line of expert list-makers than can check 
the best of them. But let me throw a curve ball (a side-check if you will) and the best of them. But let me throw a curve ball (a side-check if you will) and 
encourage you to evaluate not just IF something gets done, but HOW it gets encourage you to evaluate not just IF something gets done, but HOW it gets 
done. done. 

When Jesus came to Earth, he fulfilled prophesies, died for our sins, and When Jesus came to Earth, he fulfilled prophesies, died for our sins, and 
conquered death (all great things, mind you!) …but he also showed us HOW to conquered death (all great things, mind you!) …but he also showed us HOW to 
live. He wasn’t checking his miracles off or rushing to get the next thing crossed live. He wasn’t checking his miracles off or rushing to get the next thing crossed 
off the list. He spent time, built relationships, used patience and self-control, and off the list. He spent time, built relationships, used patience and self-control, and 
loved deeply all along the way. loved deeply all along the way. 

Pondering this: what is a good example of someone who focuses on the moment Pondering this: what is a good example of someone who focuses on the moment 
rather than the task? As I look at my daily struggle to get a 6 and 1 year old out rather than the task? As I look at my daily struggle to get a 6 and 1 year old out 
of the house on time, I see my (adorable) answer….kids. At such a young age, of the house on time, I see my (adorable) answer….kids. At such a young age, 
they’re not concerned with time or task, but excel in admiring the little things they’re not concerned with time or task, but excel in admiring the little things 
(that interesting fold of the rug), celebrating small wins (successfully zipping up (that interesting fold of the rug), celebrating small wins (successfully zipping up 
their jacket), or enjoying the moment (seeing how many giggles they can get in their jacket), or enjoying the moment (seeing how many giggles they can get in 
before mom asks them to finish their breakfast (again)). It makes me wonder if this before mom asks them to finish their breakfast (again)). It makes me wonder if this 
an example of why “the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like them”. Maybe an example of why “the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like them”. Maybe 
they’re the ones really living while we’re distracted “doing”. they’re the ones really living while we’re distracted “doing”. 

So many times we get caught up in “checking the box” and “doing the thing” rather So many times we get caught up in “checking the box” and “doing the thing” rather 
than viewing these activities as potential opportunities for grace. Maybe that than viewing these activities as potential opportunities for grace. Maybe that 
means going outside of your comfort zone and being a blessing to others. Maybe means going outside of your comfort zone and being a blessing to others. Maybe 
that means taking time to open your eyes to see Jesus moving all around you. that means taking time to open your eyes to see Jesus moving all around you. 
Maybe it’s not about “getting into heaven” as much as it is using the time we’ve Maybe it’s not about “getting into heaven” as much as it is using the time we’ve 
been given to bring as much heaven as we can to Earth by asking God to use us.been given to bring as much heaven as we can to Earth by asking God to use us.

SHAYNA MEIER

Maybe they’re the ones  
really living while we’re  
distracted “doing”. “ 25
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Matthew 20 is somewhat disjointed. It starts with Jesus telling a parable about Matthew 20 is somewhat disjointed. It starts with Jesus telling a parable about 
understanding our earthly stature versus our eternal stature. Then the chapter understanding our earthly stature versus our eternal stature. Then the chapter 
jumps to Jesus predicting his death. After foretelling His death, Jesus makes sure jumps to Jesus predicting his death. After foretelling His death, Jesus makes sure 
that all understand his kingdom is one of servanthood. As the grand finale, the that all understand his kingdom is one of servanthood. As the grand finale, the 
chapter ends with a miracle: Jesus heals two blind men. chapter ends with a miracle: Jesus heals two blind men. 

I contemplated where to focus when I started, and thought I could write a little I contemplated where to focus when I started, and thought I could write a little 
about each one. Then I remembered there was a word count. I didn’t want about each one. Then I remembered there was a word count. I didn’t want 
to become too bombastic. As I began writing, my focus became the verses to become too bombastic. As I began writing, my focus became the verses 
concerning the parable and servanthood. After reading my commentary and concerning the parable and servanthood. After reading my commentary and 
reviewing some other translations, I realized the parable’s lesson was missed reviewing some other translations, I realized the parable’s lesson was missed 
entirely. I gave up and focused solely on the servanthood message. I didn’t get far entirely. I gave up and focused solely on the servanthood message. I didn’t get far 
the first evening as I was attending a training the next day. As time progressed, the first evening as I was attending a training the next day. As time progressed, 
my mind wandered. When I finally sat down again, I told myself that servanthood my mind wandered. When I finally sat down again, I told myself that servanthood 
would be the only focus. would be the only focus. 

First things first, James and John’s mom just wanted the BEST for her boys. First things first, James and John’s mom just wanted the BEST for her boys. 
What’s better than sitting at the left or right side of the Son of God? Of course What’s better than sitting at the left or right side of the Son of God? Of course 
He reminds them that it is not his decision; it’s God’s decision. Then human nature He reminds them that it is not his decision; it’s God’s decision. Then human nature 
strikes! The other ten disciples learn about what was asked. They’re quick to anger strikes! The other ten disciples learn about what was asked. They’re quick to anger 
because they too can see themselves in those seats of honor. Jesus sees and hears because they too can see themselves in those seats of honor. Jesus sees and hears 
the malcontent and calls to the disciples. He reminds them that His kingdom is the malcontent and calls to the disciples. He reminds them that His kingdom is 
not like the kingdoms on Earth. In His kingdom, the ruler does not make demands not like the kingdoms on Earth. In His kingdom, the ruler does not make demands 
and give orders. The ruler serves others in His kingdom. It is one of servanthood. and give orders. The ruler serves others in His kingdom. It is one of servanthood. 
If we want to be like Him and serve in the kingdom, we must be humble and serve If we want to be like Him and serve in the kingdom, we must be humble and serve 
others. others. 

How can we serve others? Well, through our talents and treasures. Not sure what How can we serve others? Well, through our talents and treasures. Not sure what 
those are, ask a friend, your spouse, your siblings, your parents, your extended those are, ask a friend, your spouse, your siblings, your parents, your extended 
family, your pastor, etc. If they don’t know, take a quiz to see if your talent is family, your pastor, etc. If they don’t know, take a quiz to see if your talent is 
discovered. If none of that works, start with something that interests you and serve discovered. If none of that works, start with something that interests you and serve 
in that fashion. From there your talents can flourish and you’ll find ways to give in that fashion. From there your talents can flourish and you’ll find ways to give 
your treasures. your treasures. 

A final thought regarding Matthew 20: it’s somewhat disjointed. Although this was A final thought regarding Matthew 20: it’s somewhat disjointed. Although this was 
not the intention of the author of Matthew, this set of verses put together helps not the intention of the author of Matthew, this set of verses put together helps 
illustrate Jesus in a nutshell. A teacher of parables, the Son of God fully aware of illustrate Jesus in a nutshell. A teacher of parables, the Son of God fully aware of 
his future, a servant of others, and a miracle worker. “his future, a servant of others, and a miracle worker. “

ZACHARY WALTERS

Jesus sees and hears the  
malcontent and calls to  
the disciples. “



I was born and raised in the United Methodist Church. I went to Sunday School, I was born and raised in the United Methodist Church. I went to Sunday School, 
went through confirmation and then fell away during my college and early adult went through confirmation and then fell away during my college and early adult 
years. After having our first child, my husband and I started attending church again years. After having our first child, my husband and I started attending church again 
on a semi-regular basis. We called ourselves Christians, attended a couple times on a semi-regular basis. We called ourselves Christians, attended a couple times 
a month, brought the kids to various activities, and there wasn’t much more to it. a month, brought the kids to various activities, and there wasn’t much more to it. 
In Matthew 21:18-19 Jesus comes across a fig tree that from a distance looks very In Matthew 21:18-19 Jesus comes across a fig tree that from a distance looks very 
healthy, but when he gets close, he sees that the tree bears no fruit. Jesus curses healthy, but when he gets close, he sees that the tree bears no fruit. Jesus curses 
the tree and it withered. Like the fig tree, I think we wither when we are simply the tree and it withered. Like the fig tree, I think we wither when we are simply 
going through the motions and are not committing our whole lives to Jesus. We going through the motions and are not committing our whole lives to Jesus. We 
were withering! In 2014, we were invited to join a Life Group at St. Peter’s. Since were withering! In 2014, we were invited to join a Life Group at St. Peter’s. Since 
we had never even been part of an adult Sunday School class, I know the Holy we had never even been part of an adult Sunday School class, I know the Holy 
Spirit prompted both of us to say yes. This was a huge launching point to growing Spirit prompted both of us to say yes. This was a huge launching point to growing 
my faith. This group was not just studying scripture, but also building relationships my faith. This group was not just studying scripture, but also building relationships 
that keeps me more accountable to attending worship, studying scripture, giving that keeps me more accountable to attending worship, studying scripture, giving 
to the church, and volunteering inside and outside the church’s walls. We pray to the church, and volunteering inside and outside the church’s walls. We pray 
for one another and support one another through the difficult times in our lives. for one another and support one another through the difficult times in our lives. 
The people in my Life Group have become some of my dearest friends and best The people in my Life Group have become some of my dearest friends and best 
accountability partners. We rarely miss a Sunday evening. That simple choice to accountability partners. We rarely miss a Sunday evening. That simple choice to 
join a Life Group has made all the difference in my faith. In verses 20-22, Jesus join a Life Group has made all the difference in my faith. In verses 20-22, Jesus 
explains that “…if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you do what has explains that “…if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you do what has 
been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and 
thrown into the sea,’ it will be done. Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, thrown into the sea,’ it will be done. Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, 
you will receive.” I think this passage gets misunderstood at times. When we you will receive.” I think this passage gets misunderstood at times. When we 
trust Jesus miraculous things absolutely will happen, but Jesus is not a vending trust Jesus miraculous things absolutely will happen, but Jesus is not a vending 
machine. We don’t just put our list together, pray, and call it a day. When we say machine. We don’t just put our list together, pray, and call it a day. When we say 
the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew chapter 6, we recite “May your kingdom come. the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew chapter 6, we recite “May your kingdom come. 
May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” I think we truly have to believe May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” I think we truly have to believe 
the mountains will move according to God’s will and timing. When we trust in that, the mountains will move according to God’s will and timing. When we trust in that, 
we are being faithful. That has been a lesson in patience and trust for me that I lean we are being faithful. That has been a lesson in patience and trust for me that I lean 
into every day. His will, not mine.into every day. His will, not mine.

HOLLY GIBSON

That has been a lesson in  
patience and trust for me that  
I lean into every day. “ 27
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Like many of Jesus’ teachings, he uses stories or parables to send a message. Like many of Jesus’ teachings, he uses stories or parables to send a message. 
In Matthew 21: 28-46 he uses two parables to help educate the Pharisees and In Matthew 21: 28-46 he uses two parables to help educate the Pharisees and 
religious leaders. One is the parable of the wicked husbandmen or wicked tenants. religious leaders. One is the parable of the wicked husbandmen or wicked tenants. 
The other is the parable of the two sons, which our family finds focus in.The other is the parable of the two sons, which our family finds focus in.

In the parable of the two sons, Jesus shares a story of two sons. One refuses to In the parable of the two sons, Jesus shares a story of two sons. One refuses to 
work for his father but then repents and does the work; the second son says he will work for his father but then repents and does the work; the second son says he will 
do the work but ends up not following through. Jesus used this story to show how do the work but ends up not following through. Jesus used this story to show how 
the Pharisees and religious leaders were being hypocrites. the Pharisees and religious leaders were being hypocrites. 

We can take from this the importance of repenting and following through. Our We can take from this the importance of repenting and following through. Our 
family sees great importance in following through as our daughter, Angelina trains family sees great importance in following through as our daughter, Angelina trains 
hard in her competitive martial arts discipline. Training for her 4th degree black hard in her competitive martial arts discipline. Training for her 4th degree black 
belt and competition at the National Tournament this summer doesn’t just happen. belt and competition at the National Tournament this summer doesn’t just happen. 
It takes discipline, hard work, and the ability to follow through.It takes discipline, hard work, and the ability to follow through.

We feel that this parable is extremely applicable during the season of Lent as it We feel that this parable is extremely applicable during the season of Lent as it 
inspires us, through Jesus’ words, to repent and follow through. For Lent, our inspires us, through Jesus’ words, to repent and follow through. For Lent, our 
family likes to add something to our daily routine that allows us to slow down from family likes to add something to our daily routine that allows us to slow down from 
the hustle and bustle of life. This year, as we all support Angelina in her training for the hustle and bustle of life. This year, as we all support Angelina in her training for 
her high rank black belt, we’re all getting up earlier to stretch together as a family her high rank black belt, we’re all getting up earlier to stretch together as a family 
while listening to a daily devotional. while listening to a daily devotional. 

What will you do to focus on repenting and following through this season of Lent?What will you do to focus on repenting and following through this season of Lent?

NATALIE AND ANGELINA CL ARK

What will you do to focus on 
repenting and following  
through this season of Lent?“
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Resurrection. Take time to write a prayer as a way to joyfully recognize 
and reflect on this day.
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I’ve always found this parable to be a difficult one to understand because it sounds I’ve always found this parable to be a difficult one to understand because it sounds 
so hopeless. Jesus only mentions the people who do not honor the king. He makes so hopeless. Jesus only mentions the people who do not honor the king. He makes 
no mention of the guests who come to the wedding feast wearing the proper no mention of the guests who come to the wedding feast wearing the proper 
garments and eager to celebrate with joy and gratitude. Surely, that is the kind of garments and eager to celebrate with joy and gratitude. Surely, that is the kind of 
Christian Jesus wants me to be! So why did he not tell more about those guests? Christian Jesus wants me to be! So why did he not tell more about those guests? 
I’ve been that wedding guest. I’ve taken the time to dress for the occasion, and I’ve I’ve been that wedding guest. I’ve taken the time to dress for the occasion, and I’ve 
arrived with a desire to support the bride and groom. Truly, he doesn’t need to tell arrived with a desire to support the bride and groom. Truly, he doesn’t need to tell 
about the people who attend and enjoy the wedding.about the people who attend and enjoy the wedding.

When I take an honest look at my life, though, I find that I am one of the When I take an honest look at my life, though, I find that I am one of the 
dishonorable guests. I am rarely, if ever, a gracious guest. So many times, Jesus dishonorable guests. I am rarely, if ever, a gracious guest. So many times, Jesus 
comes to me with an invitation to participate in his kingdom, and I refuse. I am one comes to me with an invitation to participate in his kingdom, and I refuse. I am one 
of the murderers in verse 6. And when I do show up? When I accept the invitation? of the murderers in verse 6. And when I do show up? When I accept the invitation? 
I do so half-heartedly with as little effort as possible, just like the guest in verse 11 I do so half-heartedly with as little effort as possible, just like the guest in verse 11 
who wore the wrong clothes.who wore the wrong clothes.

This is the reason that Jesus speaks only of the people who are rejected from the This is the reason that Jesus speaks only of the people who are rejected from the 
wedding. He cares too much about me to let me continue making the mistake of wedding. He cares too much about me to let me continue making the mistake of 
thinking that my self-serving attitude will end in anything but destruction. thinking that my self-serving attitude will end in anything but destruction. 

Verse 14 leaves us with the proclamation that many are called, but few are chosen. Verse 14 leaves us with the proclamation that many are called, but few are chosen. 
Out of context, this statement sounds hopeless, as if I just have to wait and see Out of context, this statement sounds hopeless, as if I just have to wait and see 
if I will be one of the lucky ones. But when I read the whole story carefully, I see if I will be one of the lucky ones. But when I read the whole story carefully, I see 
that God’s requirements are really very simple: accept His invitation to participate that God’s requirements are really very simple: accept His invitation to participate 
in His kingdom with joy and gratitude. Even though Jesus never describes the in His kingdom with joy and gratitude. Even though Jesus never describes the 
honorable wedding guests, this is what he wants me to learn from them. honorable wedding guests, this is what he wants me to learn from them. 

Finally, I am reminded that Jesus’ invitation is not based on my inherent ability Finally, I am reminded that Jesus’ invitation is not based on my inherent ability 
to serve him well. Verse 10 states that the king invited everyone, “good and bad to serve him well. Verse 10 states that the king invited everyone, “good and bad 
alike.” He didn’t only pick the guests who would find it easy to be happy and alike.” He didn’t only pick the guests who would find it easy to be happy and 
enthusiastic. He invited the people who are easily discouraged, selfish, jealous, enthusiastic. He invited the people who are easily discouraged, selfish, jealous, 
and inconsiderate. Jesus invites me, everyday, even when I feel unworthy. When and inconsiderate. Jesus invites me, everyday, even when I feel unworthy. When 
gratitude and joy seem impossible, Jesus has already reminded me to “ask..seek…gratitude and joy seem impossible, Jesus has already reminded me to “ask..seek…
knock” (Matt 7:7 ESV) and he will provide what I need, every time.knock” (Matt 7:7 ESV) and he will provide what I need, every time.

 How is Jesus inviting you to participate in his kingdom? Will you accept with joy  How is Jesus inviting you to participate in his kingdom? Will you accept with joy 
and gratitude?and gratitude?

ELIZABETH BRENNAN

Jesus’ invitation is not based  
on my inherent ability to  
serve him well.“



The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must be The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must be 
careful to do everything they tell you.  But do not do what they do, for they do not careful to do everything they tell you.  But do not do what they do, for they do not 
practice what they preach…Everything they do is done for people to see.  practice what they preach…Everything they do is done for people to see.  
- Matthew 23:2-3, 5- Matthew 23:2-3, 5

Do you have a special place to hold your favorite Bible verses?  Maybe it’s on a key Do you have a special place to hold your favorite Bible verses?  Maybe it’s on a key 
ring you keep in your purse?  Maybe you write them on your bathroom mirror?  ring you keep in your purse?  Maybe you write them on your bathroom mirror?  
Sticky note them to your computer?  The Pharisees had phylacteries, boxes that Sticky note them to your computer?  The Pharisees had phylacteries, boxes that 
were attached to their arm or forehead, loaded with scriptures.  However, they were attached to their arm or forehead, loaded with scriptures.  However, they 
didn’t use these to help them remember God’s love, grace, mercy, or providence.  didn’t use these to help them remember God’s love, grace, mercy, or providence.  
They used them to show off to everyone else how smart and important they were.  They used them to show off to everyone else how smart and important they were.  
They used their phylacteries to remind others how righteous they were and how They used their phylacteries to remind others how righteous they were and how 
respected they should be.  They wanted to always be seen as doing good works.  respected they should be.  They wanted to always be seen as doing good works.  
They were, in a word, being a hypocrite.  They were, in a word, being a hypocrite.  

Doing good works is a good thing.  And sometimes doing good works when others Doing good works is a good thing.  And sometimes doing good works when others 
can see you is necessary.  But doing good works just to be seen is a problem.  Jesus can see you is necessary.  But doing good works just to be seen is a problem.  Jesus 
specifically and harshly condemns this practice.  He calls the Pharisees and other specifically and harshly condemns this practice.  He calls the Pharisees and other 
teachers of the law “hypocrites” six times in this chapter.  He calls them a “brood teachers of the law “hypocrites” six times in this chapter.  He calls them a “brood 
of vipers.”  They are doing good works and demanding respect from people, but of vipers.”  They are doing good works and demanding respect from people, but 
never actually practicing what they preach.  In their efforts of having people be in never actually practicing what they preach.  In their efforts of having people be in 
awe of them and lead their fellow man to God, they are actually pushing people awe of them and lead their fellow man to God, they are actually pushing people 
further away from God.  Jesus makes it very clear to us not to act this way.  To not further away from God.  Jesus makes it very clear to us not to act this way.  To not 
be a hypocrite with our faith.be a hypocrite with our faith.

During this Lenten season, may you remember to continue to do your good works.  During this Lenten season, may you remember to continue to do your good works.  
But be sure to execute them with an honest heart.  May your good works and But be sure to execute them with an honest heart.  May your good works and 
actions only lead people to the Cross, instead of pushing them away.  Don’t be like actions only lead people to the Cross, instead of pushing them away.  Don’t be like 
the Pharisees, doing good works just for show. the Pharisees, doing good works just for show. 

HALLEY CALL ARMAN

May your good works and  
actions only lead people to 
the Cross.“ 30
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“Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown 
down.” down.” 

As Jesus speaks, he foretells his disciples the things to come in this world. He lists As Jesus speaks, he foretells his disciples the things to come in this world. He lists 
many events for us to look out for before his second coming. Wars, famine, false many events for us to look out for before his second coming. Wars, famine, false 
prophets, persecution. Honestly, he gives a rather grim detailed image of what is to prophets, persecution. Honestly, he gives a rather grim detailed image of what is to 
come. He points out that he is the only way to the Father. And that only in him is come. He points out that he is the only way to the Father. And that only in him is 
salvation. Jesus also instructs us to share this message with all the world. salvation. Jesus also instructs us to share this message with all the world. 

I ask myself the question, where do “I” stand? Do I answer myself truthfully? Do I ask myself the question, where do “I” stand? Do I answer myself truthfully? Do 
I worship false gods and images? “Money, possessions, status?” Have I left my I worship false gods and images? “Money, possessions, status?” Have I left my 
brothers struggling in this world, or have I carried Jesus’s message to them? Do brothers struggling in this world, or have I carried Jesus’s message to them? Do 
I allow my mind to be clouded by the ways of the current world? “Face book, I allow my mind to be clouded by the ways of the current world? “Face book, 
Netflix, TikTok?” Or do I rest in God’s word? It is so easy to allow ourselves to be Netflix, TikTok?” Or do I rest in God’s word? It is so easy to allow ourselves to be 
distracted in today’s technology driven world, but Jesus gave us the answer to distracted in today’s technology driven world, but Jesus gave us the answer to 
peace. That is to love him with all our hearts and minds. As we move forward in this peace. That is to love him with all our hearts and minds. As we move forward in this 
time of Lent, pause to reflect on where you are and where you truly want to be. time of Lent, pause to reflect on where you are and where you truly want to be. 
Do you want instant gratification, or do you want eternal life with Jesus and the Do you want instant gratification, or do you want eternal life with Jesus and the 
Father? Father? 

We need to focus on what is truly important and be ready when the time comes. We need to focus on what is truly important and be ready when the time comes. 
We are not promised tomorrow and so must strive to live out God’s will today. Will We are not promised tomorrow and so must strive to live out God’s will today. Will 
I stand with Christ when things go wrong in my world, or will I fall short? We know I stand with Christ when things go wrong in my world, or will I fall short? We know 
it’s not going to be an easy road to travel, but we also know that the reward is far it’s not going to be an easy road to travel, but we also know that the reward is far 
better than we can ever imagine. better than we can ever imagine. 

DAVID EBERLY

Pause to reflect on where  
you are and where you  
truly want to be. “



If Jesus came down today, would you be ready? If Jesus came down today, would you be ready? 

This certainly can be a convicting question - perhaps even scary. Knowing that our This certainly can be a convicting question - perhaps even scary. Knowing that our 
hearts and servitude will be judged by God himself is an overwhelming thought, hearts and servitude will be judged by God himself is an overwhelming thought, 
yet it is important for us to try to grasp the concept so that we will live our lives for yet it is important for us to try to grasp the concept so that we will live our lives for 
Him and His purpose.   Him and His purpose.   

So that brings us to this second question: How do you prepare your heart for the So that brings us to this second question: How do you prepare your heart for the 
return of Jesus?  While there might not be a perfect answer, God certainly has return of Jesus?  While there might not be a perfect answer, God certainly has 
called his followers to take action.called his followers to take action.

One call is to proclaim the good news, regardless of circumstance. Through His One call is to proclaim the good news, regardless of circumstance. Through His 
word, God reminds us that there is more purpose to our human lives than we could word, God reminds us that there is more purpose to our human lives than we could 
ever fathom and that HE is more than we could ever fathom.  It is easy in our daily ever fathom and that HE is more than we could ever fathom.  It is easy in our daily 
lives to feel the weight of what is going on around us, whether it be day-to-day lives to feel the weight of what is going on around us, whether it be day-to-day 
stress, anxiety, depression, or an unexpected and painful circumstance. Yet, it is stress, anxiety, depression, or an unexpected and painful circumstance. Yet, it is 
through these struggles that God shapes us to be more like Jesus and to bring Him through these struggles that God shapes us to be more like Jesus and to bring Him 
glory. If we struggle openly and still proclaim God as good (knowing the worth of glory. If we struggle openly and still proclaim God as good (knowing the worth of 
his promises), we in turn invite those around us to acknowledge God. his promises), we in turn invite those around us to acknowledge God. 

We also must practice active and intentional discipleship. God calls us to invite We also must practice active and intentional discipleship. God calls us to invite 
others into relationship with Him. We can do this by speaking openly about our others into relationship with Him. We can do this by speaking openly about our 
relationship with God in our lives, providing intentional opportunities for others to relationship with God in our lives, providing intentional opportunities for others to 
seek Him, and to glorify Him through our actions. seek Him, and to glorify Him through our actions. 

Finally, we must study God’s word to learn of His heart. Armor yourself with the Finally, we must study God’s word to learn of His heart. Armor yourself with the 
Word, and you will become his warrior. His heart will lead you deeper into good Word, and you will become his warrior. His heart will lead you deeper into good 
works and shape how you treat others around you. God is calling us into more works and shape how you treat others around you. God is calling us into more 
radical servitude - to use our gifts for good- so allow yourself to lay down your radical servitude - to use our gifts for good- so allow yourself to lay down your 
fears and faithfully respond, “”SEND ME.””fears and faithfully respond, “”SEND ME.””

One day Jesus will return; Until then, God is calling you to prepare your heart, to One day Jesus will return; Until then, God is calling you to prepare your heart, to 
be His hands and feet, and to LIVE OUT your faith. be His hands and feet, and to LIVE OUT your faith. 

MADDY THOMAS

God calls us to invite others  
into relationship with Him. “ 32
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In my early teens, long before I found faith, I was captivated by Joan Osborne’s In my early teens, long before I found faith, I was captivated by Joan Osborne’s 
song “One of Us.” Specifically, by the lyrics, “What if God was one of us? … Just a song “One of Us.” Specifically, by the lyrics, “What if God was one of us? … Just a 
stranger on a bus, tryin’ to make his way home?” What would the world look like, I stranger on a bus, tryin’ to make his way home?” What would the world look like, I 
thought, if people treated others, even strangers on a bus, as if they might be God.thought, if people treated others, even strangers on a bus, as if they might be God.

It’s perhaps no surprise that when I started reading the Gospels many years It’s perhaps no surprise that when I started reading the Gospels many years 
later, Matthew 25:40 caught my attention. For me, the verse serves as a potent later, Matthew 25:40 caught my attention. For me, the verse serves as a potent 
reminder that God made each and every person I see, and that they are treasured reminder that God made each and every person I see, and that they are treasured 
by him. That includes not only my family, friends, and fellow churchgoers, but also by him. That includes not only my family, friends, and fellow churchgoers, but also 
that stranger on a bus, homeless person on the corner, and even the neighbor that stranger on a bus, homeless person on the corner, and even the neighbor 
who blares his music at three in the morning. Each made in God’s image and each who blares his music at three in the morning. Each made in God’s image and each 
valued by him. And because they are valued by him, they should be valued by me. valued by him. And because they are valued by him, they should be valued by me. 
All of them. With every encounter comes an opportunity to show that value by All of them. With every encounter comes an opportunity to show that value by 
treating another as if I am face to face with Jesus.treating another as if I am face to face with Jesus.

I wish I could say that I successfully live out that principle. But, as I suspect is true I wish I could say that I successfully live out that principle. But, as I suspect is true 
for many of us, busyness often prevents me from seeing or acting on opportunities for many of us, busyness often prevents me from seeing or acting on opportunities 
to serve others well. And sometimes fear, pride, frustration, or laziness get in the to serve others well. And sometimes fear, pride, frustration, or laziness get in the 
way. Elsewhere in Matthew, however, Jesus counsels against letting our emotions way. Elsewhere in Matthew, however, Jesus counsels against letting our emotions 
interfere with good acts. For example, in Matthew 7:12, Jesus calls us to treat interfere with good acts. For example, in Matthew 7:12, Jesus calls us to treat 
others as we would want them to treat us, something that requires us to set aside others as we would want them to treat us, something that requires us to set aside 
pride. And in 10:20, Jesus encourages us to act out of faith, not fear, with the pride. And in 10:20, Jesus encourages us to act out of faith, not fear, with the 
confidence that when we do so, the Spirit works through us. When I read those confidence that when we do so, the Spirit works through us. When I read those 
passages in combination with Matthew 25:40, I hear God’s reminder that I must passages in combination with Matthew 25:40, I hear God’s reminder that I must 
endeavor, with his help, to do better. Because my friends, what would the world endeavor, with his help, to do better. Because my friends, what would the world 
look like if we treated others, even strangers on a bus, as if they were Jesus?look like if we treated others, even strangers on a bus, as if they were Jesus?

JAMIE MILNE

Busyness often prevents me  
from seeing or acting on 
opportunities to serve  
others well.“



Birthdays are often marked by friends and family gathering in celebration, offering Birthdays are often marked by friends and family gathering in celebration, offering 
desired gifts, and sharing blessings for the year to come. My daughter recently desired gifts, and sharing blessings for the year to come. My daughter recently 
received a thoughtful birthday gift from her aunt. As she unwrapped the gift of a received a thoughtful birthday gift from her aunt. As she unwrapped the gift of a 
manicure set, she gushed with approval and could hardly contain her excitement. manicure set, she gushed with approval and could hardly contain her excitement. 
This gift was something that she had desired for quite some time, and she loved This gift was something that she had desired for quite some time, and she loved 
it so much that she decided that she wanted to wait for a special occasion to use it so much that she decided that she wanted to wait for a special occasion to use 
it. Several weeks passed, and she gazed at the manicure set with anticipation. She it. Several weeks passed, and she gazed at the manicure set with anticipation. She 
seemed to be waiting for the perfect time to use her valued gift.seemed to be waiting for the perfect time to use her valued gift.

One afternoon, she had invited several friends to come to our house for a visit. One afternoon, she had invited several friends to come to our house for a visit. 
One of her dearest friends immediately saw the manicure set and shared in her One of her dearest friends immediately saw the manicure set and shared in her 
excitement. In that moment, my daughter decided to forgo her initial plan, opened excitement. In that moment, my daughter decided to forgo her initial plan, opened 
the set, and shared it with her friend. The manicure set that was so valued was used the set, and shared it with her friend. The manicure set that was so valued was used 
within a matter of minutes. After my daughter’s friends went home, my son began within a matter of minutes. After my daughter’s friends went home, my son began 
to antagonize my daughter for her decision to use her valued gift on her friends. to antagonize my daughter for her decision to use her valued gift on her friends. 
My son couldn’t understand why she would waste her gift and offer something that My son couldn’t understand why she would waste her gift and offer something that 
she had loved so dearly to her friends. she had loved so dearly to her friends. 

As we look at Matthew 26, we read about a woman that came to Jesus and As we look at Matthew 26, we read about a woman that came to Jesus and 
anointed his head with a very expensive bottle of perfume. The disciples scoffed at anointed his head with a very expensive bottle of perfume. The disciples scoffed at 
her wastefulness of the expensive perfume and questioned why it wasn’t sold and her wastefulness of the expensive perfume and questioned why it wasn’t sold and 
used to help the poor. Jesus, in contrast, praised the gracious act of the woman used to help the poor. Jesus, in contrast, praised the gracious act of the woman 
and explained that she poured this valued gift upon his head to prepare him for and explained that she poured this valued gift upon his head to prepare him for 
burial. burial. 

My daughter didn’t have to share her treasured gift with her friend, but she chose My daughter didn’t have to share her treasured gift with her friend, but she chose 
to do so, because she valued their friendship and wanted to share it with her.  to do so, because she valued their friendship and wanted to share it with her.  

In the same way, the woman certainly could have saved the expensive perfume for In the same way, the woman certainly could have saved the expensive perfume for 
herself for a special occasion or have sold it as the disciples suggested, but instead, herself for a special occasion or have sold it as the disciples suggested, but instead, 
she compassionately poured it on the head of Jesus. This act was not an act of she compassionately poured it on the head of Jesus. This act was not an act of 
wastefulness, but an act that exemplified value and honor. wastefulness, but an act that exemplified value and honor. 

It is never wasteful to give your best to honor Jesus. It is never wasteful to give your best to honor Jesus. 

DANA SIT TON

It is never wasteful to give  
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“From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. “From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” - Matthew 27:45-46that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” - Matthew 27:45-46

So much happens in Matthew 27 that it becomes difficult to narrow focus.  A So much happens in Matthew 27 that it becomes difficult to narrow focus.  A 
reoccurring theme seems to be the isolation that Jesus must feel.  He was reoccurring theme seems to be the isolation that Jesus must feel.  He was 
betrayed by Judas.  He was falsely accused by chief priests and elders.  He betrayed by Judas.  He was falsely accused by chief priests and elders.  He 
was brought before Pilate, who washed his hands of any responsibility.  He was was brought before Pilate, who washed his hands of any responsibility.  He was 
convicted by gathering crowds, who saw fit to release a condemned prisoner convicted by gathering crowds, who saw fit to release a condemned prisoner 
instead of Him.  He was mocked by soldiers and even ridiculed by men sentenced instead of Him.  He was mocked by soldiers and even ridiculed by men sentenced 
to be crucified alongside Him.to be crucified alongside Him.

With all of the stories of the miracles Jesus performed and the tests and trials He With all of the stories of the miracles Jesus performed and the tests and trials He 
faced with unwavering faith, it’s easy to forget that He was human.  He felt agony faced with unwavering faith, it’s easy to forget that He was human.  He felt agony 
and pain and despair.  I think being reminded of this helps solidify our relationship and pain and despair.  I think being reminded of this helps solidify our relationship 
with Jesus.  God had not left Him.  It is in this moment that we are drawn closer to with Jesus.  God had not left Him.  It is in this moment that we are drawn closer to 
God, with the promise that there is nothing that we can experience that God will God, with the promise that there is nothing that we can experience that God will 
not understand.  not understand.  

It is in moments of despair and suffering that we call out to God to “fix” things in It is in moments of despair and suffering that we call out to God to “fix” things in 
our lives or change our circumstances.  In these times we tend to focus more on our lives or change our circumstances.  In these times we tend to focus more on 
the “fix” than our faith; faith in God’s plan for us; faith that He understands what the “fix” than our faith; faith in God’s plan for us; faith that He understands what 
we are going through; faith that He feels our pain because Jesus experienced it.we are going through; faith that He feels our pain because Jesus experienced it.

It can be challenging to feel God’s love for us, especially when we are in a season of It can be challenging to feel God’s love for us, especially when we are in a season of 
pain and uncertainty but we must remember that His love for us assures us that we pain and uncertainty but we must remember that His love for us assures us that we 
are never alone.  are never alone.  

What areas of our lives do we need to trust God more?  How many times has His What areas of our lives do we need to trust God more?  How many times has His 
presence in our lives gone unnoticed?  Has there been a time when we have felt presence in our lives gone unnoticed?  Has there been a time when we have felt 
abandoned and cried out, asking God where He is?  Make an effort to notice God abandoned and cried out, asking God where He is?  Make an effort to notice God 
in our daily lives.  Trust that He is there, even when it may not seem that way.  in our daily lives.  Trust that He is there, even when it may not seem that way.  
Trust that He understands our pain and suffering and that there is a reason for it. Trust that He understands our pain and suffering and that there is a reason for it. 
Trust that He has never abandoned us and allow us to rest in the knowledge that Trust that He has never abandoned us and allow us to rest in the knowledge that 
we are surrounded by His unfailing love and wisdom.we are surrounded by His unfailing love and wisdom.

CHRISTINA GAMBLE & FAMILY

His love for us assures us  
that we are never alone. “



Welcome to another day of diving into the word as we journey through the 40 Welcome to another day of diving into the word as we journey through the 40 
days of lent together. Although I am not a pastor or certified professional in the days of lent together. Although I am not a pastor or certified professional in the 
church, I believe that the beautiful thing about the Bible is anyone can gain wisdom church, I believe that the beautiful thing about the Bible is anyone can gain wisdom 
from it. from it. 

Following the theme of “Mountain Top Moments,” the great commission shows Following the theme of “Mountain Top Moments,” the great commission shows 
a powerful moment Jesus has with his disciples. If you have your Bible, go ahead a powerful moment Jesus has with his disciples. If you have your Bible, go ahead 
and turn to Matthew 28: 16-19. In these verses, Jesus chose to reveal himself and turn to Matthew 28: 16-19. In these verses, Jesus chose to reveal himself 
upon a mountain to deliver the call to “make disciples of all nations”. However, it is upon a mountain to deliver the call to “make disciples of all nations”. However, it is 
important to note that verse 17 states, “when they saw him, they worshiped him; important to note that verse 17 states, “when they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted.” Even seeing Jesus present atop the mountain was not enough but some doubted.” Even seeing Jesus present atop the mountain was not enough 
for some. That hesitation of going all in could be what holds fellow believers back. for some. That hesitation of going all in could be what holds fellow believers back. 
This responsibility we have as the body of Christ, one of sharing the love of God, is This responsibility we have as the body of Christ, one of sharing the love of God, is 
not an easy mission. We are bound to make mistakes, but the beauty of this season not an easy mission. We are bound to make mistakes, but the beauty of this season 
of lent is remembering we are not perfect. of lent is remembering we are not perfect. 

We are called to be disciples under the leadership of God. While this very task We are called to be disciples under the leadership of God. While this very task 
that Jesus called his disciples to of teaching others what it means to follow him that Jesus called his disciples to of teaching others what it means to follow him 
can be daunting, do not lose faith. Remember, that we are image bearers of the can be daunting, do not lose faith. Remember, that we are image bearers of the 
living God, who spun the entire cosmos into being. If you are on a mountain top living God, who spun the entire cosmos into being. If you are on a mountain top 
witnessing God’s greatness in your life, don’t question, accept it and believe it. witnessing God’s greatness in your life, don’t question, accept it and believe it. 

As we come to a close for this devotional, here is a verse of encouragement as you As we come to a close for this devotional, here is a verse of encouragement as you 
go about your day. This is one of my favorites from Ephesians 5:8, “For you were go about your day. This is one of my favorites from Ephesians 5:8, “For you were 
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light”. once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light”. 

JILLIAN MART Y

Remember, that we are  
image bearers of the  
living God.“ 36
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What a stunning conclusion to the gospel of Matthew. We found ourselves yet What a stunning conclusion to the gospel of Matthew. We found ourselves yet 
again on a mountain top with Jesus but this time he is telling those gathered (and again on a mountain top with Jesus but this time he is telling those gathered (and 
us by extension) that all authority on heaven and earth has been given to Jesus, us by extension) that all authority on heaven and earth has been given to Jesus, 
he is in turn commissioning us to be part of this incredible repetitive plan. It is the he is in turn commissioning us to be part of this incredible repetitive plan. It is the 
start of the church, Christ sending us out into the world to share of the love and start of the church, Christ sending us out into the world to share of the love and 
grace that we have found in Christ. As you have finished the gospel of Matthew grace that we have found in Christ. As you have finished the gospel of Matthew 
you heard of this good news yet again. Good news that you ONLY heard because you heard of this good news yet again. Good news that you ONLY heard because 
those on that mountain top that day took seriously the invitation and commission those on that mountain top that day took seriously the invitation and commission 
to be part of God’s plan. Who in your life is God calling you to share the good news to be part of God’s plan. Who in your life is God calling you to share the good news 
with? If that question seems overwhelming and you are doubtful it was meant for with? If that question seems overwhelming and you are doubtful it was meant for 
you as well then you are in good company. Verse 17 says, “”When they saw him, you as well then you are in good company. Verse 17 says, “”When they saw him, 
they worshiped him, but they doubted.”they worshiped him, but they doubted.”

But they doubted! So often we equate worship with an absence of doubt. It is only But they doubted! So often we equate worship with an absence of doubt. It is only 
something we do when we know what we believe. And yet here the text seems to something we do when we know what we believe. And yet here the text seems to 
say the opposite can be true. They worshiped. They doubted. Both are statements say the opposite can be true. They worshiped. They doubted. Both are statements 
of what they were doing; one does not cancel out the other. So once again, who in of what they were doing; one does not cancel out the other. So once again, who in 
your life is God calling you to share the good news with? It is ok if you are unsure, your life is God calling you to share the good news with? It is ok if you are unsure, 
if you are doubtful. The gospel invites us to take a risk, to step out in faith, to be if you are doubtful. The gospel invites us to take a risk, to step out in faith, to be 
apart of sharing this good news with the world. To worship God, doubts and all!apart of sharing this good news with the world. To worship God, doubts and all!

REV. ALEX ZEISIG

We found ourselves yet again  
on a mountain top with Jesus.“

Holy WednesdayHoly Wednesday



When I was young, I never paid much attention to Maundy Thursday.  I always When I was young, I never paid much attention to Maundy Thursday.  I always 
remembered other days of Holy Week, like Palm Sunday (waving palms in church), remembered other days of Holy Week, like Palm Sunday (waving palms in church), 
Good Friday (finding it strange to call it “good”), and, of course, Easter (worship at Good Friday (finding it strange to call it “good”), and, of course, Easter (worship at 
sunrise, then hunting eggs).  It was not until I was older that I began to hear more sunrise, then hunting eggs).  It was not until I was older that I began to hear more 
about Maundy Thursday and learned about its significance.  about Maundy Thursday and learned about its significance.  

This day reminds us of many things during Jesus’ last night with his disciples, but it This day reminds us of many things during Jesus’ last night with his disciples, but it 
mainly focuses on the new Covenant Jesus gives us, which can be found in John mainly focuses on the new Covenant Jesus gives us, which can be found in John 
13:34, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 13:34, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.”  In fact, the word maundy comes loved you, you also should love one another.”  In fact, the word maundy comes 
from the Latin term mandatum, which means “commandment”.  In John’s gospel, from the Latin term mandatum, which means “commandment”.  In John’s gospel, 
Jesus shares this new commandment with his closest friends after he, the King of Jesus shares this new commandment with his closest friends after he, the King of 
Kings/the Messiah/the Christ, washed their feet and taught them what it means to Kings/the Messiah/the Christ, washed their feet and taught them what it means to 
be a servant in this world.  be a servant in this world.  

When I was in high school, I remember participating in a foot washing service When I was in high school, I remember participating in a foot washing service 
during a retreat for student leaders. A good friend of mine was challenged with during a retreat for student leaders. A good friend of mine was challenged with 
this concept on account she was absolutely disgusted with feet.  It was no secret this concept on account she was absolutely disgusted with feet.  It was no secret 
and everyone knew she did not like the sight or thought of touching other peoples’ and everyone knew she did not like the sight or thought of touching other peoples’ 
feet.  She was given permission to be present during the service but would not feet.  She was given permission to be present during the service but would not 
have to participate in touching anyone’s feet.  When the time came, she actually have to participate in touching anyone’s feet.  When the time came, she actually 
lined up with everyone, let the person in front of her wash her feet and then she lined up with everyone, let the person in front of her wash her feet and then she 
turned around and washed the person behind her.  We were all surprised that she turned around and washed the person behind her.  We were all surprised that she 
actually did it!  When time came to share testimonies about the retreat, she talked actually did it!  When time came to share testimonies about the retreat, she talked 
about her foot washing experience.  She said she is still grossed out by feet, but about her foot washing experience.  She said she is still grossed out by feet, but 
she wanted to experience what Jesus experienced with his disciples.  She wanted she wanted to experience what Jesus experienced with his disciples.  She wanted 
to be a leader in the church and knew that required her to be a servant to others.  to be a leader in the church and knew that required her to be a servant to others.  

Jesus’ disciples were about to be tasked with something very challenging.  They Jesus’ disciples were about to be tasked with something very challenging.  They 
were going to have to let go of their pride and other social norms, step out of were going to have to let go of their pride and other social norms, step out of 
their comfort zones, and become servants of God.  What Jesus expected from his their comfort zones, and become servants of God.  What Jesus expected from his 
followers looked different from what others expected.  They were to be servants to followers looked different from what others expected.  They were to be servants to 
others and share the same love they received from Jesus.  We too are tasked with others and share the same love they received from Jesus.  We too are tasked with 
this new “maundy”/commandment.  On this day, we remember we are called to this new “maundy”/commandment.  On this day, we remember we are called to 
love others as God loves us as we become servants in the world.  Amen. love others as God loves us as we become servants in the world.  Amen. 

REV. CHAD MCELVEEN

What Jesus expected from  
his followers looked different 
 from what others expected.“ 38
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You have probably heard me talk about this poem before. I post it every Good You have probably heard me talk about this poem before. I post it every Good 
Friday and have used it in sermons, but I want you to have it in front of you, one Friday and have used it in sermons, but I want you to have it in front of you, one 
more time. more time. 

“It’s Friday” - Tony Campolo“It’s Friday” - Tony Campolo

It’s Friday - Jesus is praying - Peter’s a sleeping - Judas is betraying - But Sunday’s It’s Friday - Jesus is praying - Peter’s a sleeping - Judas is betraying - But Sunday’s 
comin.It’s Friday - Pilate’s struggling - The council is conspiring - The crowd is comin.It’s Friday - Pilate’s struggling - The council is conspiring - The crowd is 
vilifying - They don’t even know - That Sunday’s comin.vilifying - They don’t even know - That Sunday’s comin.

It’s Friday - The disciples are running like sheep without a shepherd - Mary’s crying It’s Friday - The disciples are running like sheep without a shepherd - Mary’s crying 
- Peter is denying - but they don’t know - That Sunday’s a comin.- Peter is denying - but they don’t know - That Sunday’s a comin.

It’s Friday - The Romans beat my Jesus - They robe Him in scarlet - They crown It’s Friday - The Romans beat my Jesus - They robe Him in scarlet - They crown 
Him with thorns - But they don’t know - That Sunday’s comin.Him with thorns - But they don’t know - That Sunday’s comin.

It’s Friday - See Jesus walking to Calvary - His blood dripping - His body It’s Friday - See Jesus walking to Calvary - His blood dripping - His body 
stumbling - And His spirit’s burdened - But you see, it’s only Friday - Sunday’s stumbling - And His spirit’s burdened - But you see, it’s only Friday - Sunday’s 
comin.comin.

It’s Friday - The world’s winning - People are sinning - And evil’s grinning.It’s Friday - The world’s winning - People are sinning - And evil’s grinning.

It’s Friday, (they say) The soldiers nail my Savior’s hands to the cross - They nail my It’s Friday, (they say) The soldiers nail my Savior’s hands to the cross - They nail my 
Savior’s feet to the cross - And then they raise him up- Next to criminals.Savior’s feet to the cross - And then they raise him up- Next to criminals.

It’s Friday - But let me tell you something - Sunday’s comin.It’s Friday - But let me tell you something - Sunday’s comin.

It’s Friday - The disciples are questioning - What has happened to their King - And It’s Friday - The disciples are questioning - What has happened to their King - And 
the Pharisees are celebrating - That their scheming has been achieved - But they the Pharisees are celebrating - That their scheming has been achieved - But they 
don’t know - It’s only Friday - Sunday’s comin’don’t know - It’s only Friday - Sunday’s comin’

It’s Friday - He’s hanging on the cross - Feeling forsaken by His Father - Left It’s Friday - He’s hanging on the cross - Feeling forsaken by His Father - Left 
alone and dying - Can nobody save Him?  It’s Friday - But Sunday’s comin’alone and dying - Can nobody save Him?  It’s Friday - But Sunday’s comin’

 It’s Friday - The earth trembles - The sky grows dark - My King yields His spirit.   It’s Friday - The earth trembles - The sky grows dark - My King yields His spirit.  
It’s Friday - Hope is lost - Death has won - Sin has conquered - and Satan’s just a It’s Friday - Hope is lost - Death has won - Sin has conquered - and Satan’s just a 
laughin’laughin’

It’s Friday - Jesus is buried - A soldier stands guard - And a rock is rolled into place It’s Friday - Jesus is buried - A soldier stands guard - And a rock is rolled into place 
- But it’s Friday - It is only Friday. “Sunday is a comin”- But it’s Friday - It is only Friday. “Sunday is a comin”

Good FridayGood Friday



We would not have Easter  
if there were no Good Friday.“

Out of all the days on the church calendar, Good Friday is my favorite. I love this Out of all the days on the church calendar, Good Friday is my favorite. I love this 
poem because it tells us that without the goodness and truth of Good Friday, there poem because it tells us that without the goodness and truth of Good Friday, there 
would be no Easter Sunday. That Sunday only comes because Friday came. would be no Easter Sunday. That Sunday only comes because Friday came. 

The beauty of what Christ went through, makes it Good. From the crying in the The beauty of what Christ went through, makes it Good. From the crying in the 
garden and being betrayed, to his trial. From being beaten and having a crown of garden and being betrayed, to his trial. From being beaten and having a crown of 
thorns shoved on his head, to being sentenced to die and forced to carry his cross. thorns shoved on his head, to being sentenced to die and forced to carry his cross. 
Being nailed to and eventually dying on the cross. All of it is beautiful because it Being nailed to and eventually dying on the cross. All of it is beautiful because it 
promises that Sunday is coming. promises that Sunday is coming. 

We would not have Easter if there were no Good Friday, the moment when grace We would not have Easter if there were no Good Friday, the moment when grace 
poured out like living water, bringing forgiveness to a hurting sin-filled world. To poured out like living water, bringing forgiveness to a hurting sin-filled world. To 
each and everyone of us. In the face of imminent betrayal, abandonment, torture each and everyone of us. In the face of imminent betrayal, abandonment, torture 
and death, Jesus willingly walked to Calvary and died an agonizing death, but rose and death, Jesus willingly walked to Calvary and died an agonizing death, but rose 
victoriously, defeating death, and making a way for his followers to do the same.victoriously, defeating death, and making a way for his followers to do the same.

And I think that truth is part of why today is called Good Friday. Because of what And I think that truth is part of why today is called Good Friday. Because of what 
God did with it. God didn’t just leave Jesus in the dark, cold tomb, instead light God did with it. God didn’t just leave Jesus in the dark, cold tomb, instead light 
broke through and what was seen was the goodness of today, that death didn’t win, broke through and what was seen was the goodness of today, that death didn’t win, 
couldn’t win, this world and everything we go through cannot win. God won, love couldn’t win, this world and everything we go through cannot win. God won, love 
won, grace won. It won thousands of years ago and it still wins today. won, grace won. It won thousands of years ago and it still wins today. 

It wins in each of us when we continue to see the Good of Good Friday. The kind It wins in each of us when we continue to see the Good of Good Friday. The kind 
of Good that this world can’t duplicate or change. Good Friday is good because of Good that this world can’t duplicate or change. Good Friday is good because 
Jesus took what was horrible, and because he loves us so much made it Good. God Jesus took what was horrible, and because he loves us so much made it Good. God 
has loved us so much that since the moment of creation he couldn’t imagine an has loved us so much that since the moment of creation he couldn’t imagine an 
eternity without us and so God took the bad, the sinful, the isolation, everything of eternity without us and so God took the bad, the sinful, the isolation, everything of 
this world, and with his body and his blood he made it and us Good. this world, and with his body and his blood he made it and us Good. 

The good news is only Good News when we celebrate it. So yes, celebrate Easter The good news is only Good News when we celebrate it. So yes, celebrate Easter 
Sunday, but don’t forget in the rush to get there, the goodness of Good Friday. Sunday, but don’t forget in the rush to get there, the goodness of Good Friday. 
Take the good news of the death and salvation of Jesus Christ and remember that Take the good news of the death and salvation of Jesus Christ and remember that 
while it’s Friday, Sunday is coming. while it’s Friday, Sunday is coming. 

REV. WHITNEY PEPER
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The burial of Jesus is oftentimes overlooked in the Easter story. It is sandwiched The burial of Jesus is oftentimes overlooked in the Easter story. It is sandwiched 
between the crucifixion and the (spoiler alert!) resurrection and tends to get lost in between the crucifixion and the (spoiler alert!) resurrection and tends to get lost in 
the mix. But it’s a part of the story that is absolutely worth a pause. All four gospels the mix. But it’s a part of the story that is absolutely worth a pause. All four gospels 
name Joseph of Arimathea as the one who buried Jesus and, in the whole Bible, name Joseph of Arimathea as the one who buried Jesus and, in the whole Bible, 
this is the only place he is mentioned. By piecing together information from the this is the only place he is mentioned. By piecing together information from the 
gospels, we learn only a little bit about him: he’s a wealthy man who is good and gospels, we learn only a little bit about him: he’s a wealthy man who is good and 
righteous despite being a member of the Jewish council—the Sanhedrin—who righteous despite being a member of the Jewish council—the Sanhedrin—who 
calls for Jesus’ crucifixion, though it is made clear that he disagreed with them. calls for Jesus’ crucifixion, though it is made clear that he disagreed with them. 
The gospel of John gives him the title of “secret disciple,” because he was afraid The gospel of John gives him the title of “secret disciple,” because he was afraid 
of the other Jews. John’s gospel also mentions that Joseph was accompanied by of the other Jews. John’s gospel also mentions that Joseph was accompanied by 
Nicodemus who was a Pharisee, and the author reminds us that he had first come Nicodemus who was a Pharisee, and the author reminds us that he had first come 
to Jesus after dark—a suggestion that he was also not a public follower. to Jesus after dark—a suggestion that he was also not a public follower. 

But then after they witness the crucifixion of Jesus, Joseph boldly goes before But then after they witness the crucifixion of Jesus, Joseph boldly goes before 
the Roman governor Pilate and asks to take his body for a proper burial according the Roman governor Pilate and asks to take his body for a proper burial according 
to their Jewish customs. Nicodemus comes to help, bringing with him a fortune’s to their Jewish customs. Nicodemus comes to help, bringing with him a fortune’s 
worth of spices to offer—double the amount that would traditionally be used to worth of spices to offer—double the amount that would traditionally be used to 
bury royalty. Joseph even gives up his own tomb for Jesus to be buried. These men bury royalty. Joseph even gives up his own tomb for Jesus to be buried. These men 
of highly regarded titles, these “secret disciples” who were once afraid of letting of highly regarded titles, these “secret disciples” who were once afraid of letting 
their peers know of their discipleship to Jesus, made the most extravagant gestures their peers know of their discipleship to Jesus, made the most extravagant gestures 
for his burial.for his burial.

But here’s the thing: “secret disciple” is an oxymoron. The title of disciple means But here’s the thing: “secret disciple” is an oxymoron. The title of disciple means 
that your life is transformed in a way that you would become like the teacher; it that your life is transformed in a way that you would become like the teacher; it 
can only remain a secret for so long. Eventually, if you’re truly a disciple, the way can only remain a secret for so long. Eventually, if you’re truly a disciple, the way 
you speak, act, and order your life looks noticeably different from the lives of you speak, act, and order your life looks noticeably different from the lives of 
others. You show love over fear; you are faithful in all seasons; you do hard things others. You show love over fear; you are faithful in all seasons; you do hard things 
to glorify God; you give generously. This seems to be what happened to Joseph & to glorify God; you give generously. This seems to be what happened to Joseph & 
Nicodemus. Nicodemus. 

I think, too often, we act like “secret disciples” in the world. We prioritize our other I think, too often, we act like “secret disciples” in the world. We prioritize our other 
titles over “disciple of Christ” the same way that Joseph had prioritized Sanhedrin, titles over “disciple of Christ” the same way that Joseph had prioritized Sanhedrin, 
and Nicodemus, Pharisee. But becoming a true disciple means we begin to and Nicodemus, Pharisee. But becoming a true disciple means we begin to 
prioritize that title above every other and it transforms the way we live in every prioritize that title above every other and it transforms the way we live in every 
aspect of our lives. Friends, I pray that we would throw caution to the wind in our aspect of our lives. Friends, I pray that we would throw caution to the wind in our 
discipleship, that we may glorify God and give Jesus his rightful title of King by the discipleship, that we may glorify God and give Jesus his rightful title of King by the 
way we live. May it be so. way we live. May it be so. 

REV. CHRISTIE WALKER

If you’re truly a disciple, the  
way you speak, act, and order  
your life looks noticeably  
different.“

Holy SaturdayHoly Saturday



When I was a young boy, my family went to Hilltop Lake for a day of fun and When I was a young boy, my family went to Hilltop Lake for a day of fun and 
fishing. The trip was a lot of fun. That is until the end of the day. I had taken off my fishing. The trip was a lot of fun. That is until the end of the day. I had taken off my 
shirt while I was down by the water’s edge. So I went down to the shore line to find shirt while I was down by the water’s edge. So I went down to the shore line to find 
it. It ended up being farther away than I remembered. By the time I found it, the it. It ended up being farther away than I remembered. By the time I found it, the 
daylight was fading away. daylight was fading away. 

Suddenly, I wasn’t sure about which way to go. Fear began to grip me. My Suddenly, I wasn’t sure about which way to go. Fear began to grip me. My 
imagination began to run wild. What if my parents didn’t realize I was gone and imagination began to run wild. What if my parents didn’t realize I was gone and 
headed home without me? How would I survive out there all by myself? It seems headed home without me? How would I survive out there all by myself? It seems 
silly now, but back then the fear was really overwhelming. Then, in one second, silly now, but back then the fear was really overwhelming. Then, in one second, 
everything changed. The fear was gone. I knew where I needed to go. What everything changed. The fear was gone. I knew where I needed to go. What 
changed? My mom called my name. She realized I wasn’t there and so she called changed? My mom called my name. She realized I wasn’t there and so she called 
out my name. When I heard her call my name – everything changed.out my name. When I heard her call my name – everything changed.

That is what happened to Mary on that first Easter morning. Mary Magdalene That is what happened to Mary on that first Easter morning. Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb to make the final preparations for the body of Jesus. She wasn’t went to the tomb to make the final preparations for the body of Jesus. She wasn’t 
expecting a miracle; she had not even thought it through real well. After all, who expecting a miracle; she had not even thought it through real well. After all, who 
would move the heavy stone from the entrance?would move the heavy stone from the entrance?

When she arrived, she found something that shook her to the core: the stone was When she arrived, she found something that shook her to the core: the stone was 
rolled back, and Jesus was gone. She did not know what had happened. Later, as rolled back, and Jesus was gone. She did not know what had happened. Later, as 
she stood there all by herself crying, she wondered, “What have they done with she stood there all by herself crying, she wondered, “What have they done with 
him?” Then she saw two angels who asked, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She him?” Then she saw two angels who asked, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
said, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have said, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.”laid him.”

Then she heard something and turned. There stood Jesus, but she did not Then she heard something and turned. There stood Jesus, but she did not 
recognize Him. Jesus asked the same question, “Woman, why are you weeping?” recognize Him. Jesus asked the same question, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She thought he was the gardener. She said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, She thought he was the gardener. She said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said, “Mary.”” tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said, “Mary.”” 
He just said her name! Mary. In that instant, she recognized Him. She cried out, He just said her name! Mary. In that instant, she recognized Him. She cried out, 
“Teacher!”“Teacher!”

And, just like Mary, it is true for us: When the hour is darkest and our hope is gone And, just like Mary, it is true for us: When the hour is darkest and our hope is gone 
– when confusion seems to reign and pain is all we can feel. If we will open our – when confusion seems to reign and pain is all we can feel. If we will open our 
eyes and use our ears, we will hear Him calling our name and leading us to new life. eyes and use our ears, we will hear Him calling our name and leading us to new life. 
And, just like Mary, we will know in that moment that He is not dead – He lives.And, just like Mary, we will know in that moment that He is not dead – He lives.

DR. PAT SPARKS

We will know in that  
moment that He is not  
dead – He lives.“ A P R I L  9

JOHN 20JOHN 20
  

Easter SundayEaster Sunday
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