
AMOS

Overview

The Book of Amos is one of the prophetic books found in the Old 
Testament of the Bible. It is named after its author, Amos, who 
was a shepherd and a fig tree farmer from the southern kingdom 
of Judah during the reign of King Jeroboam II, around the 8th 
century BCE.


Amos begins his book by declaring his prophecies against the 
surrounding nations for their various sins and injustices. He then 
turns his attention to the northern kingdom of Israel, specifically 
targeting the ruling elite, religious leaders, and wealthy 
individuals who had become corrupt and neglected their moral 
and ethical responsibilities.


Amos criticizes the Israelites for their social injustices, oppression 
of the poor, exploitation of the weak, and their indulgence in 
idolatry and false worship. He condemns their hypocrisy, pointing 
out that their extravagant religious rituals and sacrifices are 
meaningless without genuine righteousness and justice.


The prophet warns the people of Israel of the impending divine 
judgment and the consequences of their sins. He foretells the 
destruction of the northern kingdom, the exile of its people, and 
the desolation of their land. However, Amos also offers hope for 
the future, proclaiming that God will one day restore and bless 
His people if they genuinely repent and turn back to Him.


The Book of Amos stands out among the prophetic books for its 
strong emphasis on social justice and the moral obligations of 
God's people. Amos presents a powerful critique of religious 
hypocrisy and a call for genuine righteousness. His message 
resonates with the idea that true worship and devotion to God must be accompanied by acts of 
compassion, mercy, and justice towards others.


The book's overarching theme is the importance of aligning one's actions with God's righteous standards 
and living a life of integrity. Amos highlights the universal moral principles that transcend national 
boundaries and applies them to both Israel and its neighboring nations. The Book of Amos serves as a 
reminder that true spirituality involves more than rituals and ceremonies; it requires a genuine 
commitment to justice, righteousness, and compassion. The enduring relevance of Amos' message makes 
it a significant contribution to the biblical canon and a powerful call to examine our own lives and societies 
in light of God's standards.


Reading Plan

Day 1: Chapters 1 + 2 — Take note 
of the judgment against various 
nations and their sins.


Day 2: Chapters 3 + 4 — Consider 
the responsibilities of privilege and 
the consequences of disobedience.


Day 3: Chapters 5 + 6 — Reflect on 
the warning against complacency 
and the consequences of idolatry. 
Consider the implications of social 
injustice and God's desire for His 
people.


Day 4:  Chapters 7 + 8 — Reflect on 
the messages conveyed through 
the locusts and the plumb line.


Day 5:  Chapter 9 — Consider the 
tension between divine judgment 
and God's plan of restoration, 
reflecting on God’s faithfulness and 
plans for the future.




Key Themes

Divine Judgment

Amos emphasizes God's impending 
judgment upon Israel and the 
surrounding nations due to their 
disobedience and social injustices. 
God will not tolerate their idolatry, 
oppression of the poor, corruption, 
and false worship.


Social Justice

Amos condemns societal injustices 
prevalent in Israel during his time. He 
denounces exploitation of the poor, 
the mistreatment of widows and 
orphans, and the unfair economic 
practices. He calls for righteousness 
and equity in society, demanding 
that the people act justly and care for 
the vulnerable.


Covenant Relationship

The book of Amos highlights the 
breach of the covenant between 
God and Israel. Amos points out how 
the people have strayed from their 
covenant obligations and have 
instead embraced idolatry and false 
worship. He warns them of the 
consequences of breaking the 
covenant and calls for repentance 
and a return to the Lord.


Authentic Worship

Amos criticizes the insincere and 
empty religious practices of the 
people. He rebukes their outward 
rituals and sacrifices, stating that true 
worsh ip i s not mere ly about 
performing religious ceremonies but 
also about living a life characterized 
by righteousness and justice. Amos 
emphasizes the need for genuine 
devotion and a heart that aligns with 
God's principles.

Bible Study

Amos provides a powerful message of justice, judgment, and the 
consequences of social injustice and moral decay. Amos delivers 
his message during a time of relative peace and prosperity in Israel, 
warning the people of impending judgment due to their 
disobedience to God's covenant.


Session 1 — The Call and Message

• Read Amos chapters 1 and 2.


• What was the divine call that Amos received?


• How does Amos describe the nations surrounding Israel? What 
judgments are pronounced against them?


• Why do you think Amos begins his message by addressing the 
sins of other nations?


Session 2 — Social Injustice + Oppression


• Read Amos 2:6-8 and Amos 5:10-12. 


• What specific social injustices and oppression are highlighted 
by Amos? 


• How do these passages resonate with issues of injustice and 
oppression in our society today? 


• What is God's response to the oppression and mistreatment of 
the vulnerable?


Session 3 — Religious Hypocrisy + Ritualism


• Read Amos 5:21-24 and Amos 8:4-6. 


• What is Amos' indictment against religious hypocrisy and 
empty ritualism? 


• How does this message challenge our understanding of true 
worship and religious practices? 


• In what ways do we see similar tendencies of religious 
hypocrisy in our own lives or in the church today?


Session 4 — The Call for Repentance and Restoration


• Read Amos 5:14-15 and Amos 9:11-15. 


• What is the call to repentance and the promise of restoration 
offered by Amos? 


• How does the message of Amos encourage us to examine our 
own lives and turn back to God? 


• Consider or discuss the hope and restoration found in the final 
verses of the book of Amos. How does it relate to the broader 
narrative of God's redemptive plan?


