
MALACHI

Overview 
The Book of Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament in the 
Christian Bible. Estimated to have been written around the late 
5th century BC, during the post-exilic period, Malachi addresses 
moral and spiritual deterioration, religious apathy, and social 
injustice. The prophet Malachi primarily directs his message 
towards the priests and people, challenging their behavior and 
calling them to repentance. 

The book is structured as a series of dialogues between God and 
the people of Israel, where God confronts them with their 
shortcomings and demands a genuine commitment to faith and 
obedience. Several key themes emerge throughout the book: 

Faithfulness and Love of God: Malachi emphasizes God's love 
for His people and reminds them of His covenantal relationship 
with Israel. Despite the unfaithfulness of the people, God remains 
faithful and longs for their repentance. 

Priests and Leadership: The book sharply rebukes the priests for 
their negligence and unfaithful service in the temple. Malachi 
challenges the religious leaders to honor God, conduct proper 
sacrifices, and uphold their sacred duties. 

Social Justice and Morality: Malachi condemns the injustices 
and dishonesty prevalent in society. He calls the people to treat 
one another justly, uphold the sanctity of marriage, and care for 
the vulnerable, such as widows and orphans. 

Day of the Lord: Malachi prophesies about the future Day of the 
Lord, a time of judgment when God will distinguish between the 
righteous and the wicked. 

The Coming Messenger: The book ends with a prophecy about 
the coming of a messenger, often interpreted as a foreshadowing 
of John the Baptist and the arrival of Jesus Christ. 

Despite its relatively short length, the Book of Malachi delivers powerful messages that resonate with 
believers across generations. It serves as a reminder of the importance of faithfulness, righteousness, and 
genuine worship in the eyes of God, emphasizing the need for a true and sincere relationship with Him. 
The book concludes the Old Testament on a note of anticipation for the coming Messiah, setting the stage 
for the events that unfold in the New Testament. 

Reading Plan 
Day 1: Read Malachi 1-2 
Reflect on the prophecies of 
judgment against Israel and Judah 
for their sins. 

Day 2: Read Malachi 3-4 
Contemplate the rebuke of the 
corrupt leaders and false prophets. 
Explore the prophecy of the future 
glory of Zion and the reign of the 
Lord over the nations. 

Day 3: Read Malachi 5-6 
Reflect on the promise of a coming 
ruler from Bethlehem and the 
future restoration of Israel. Focus 
also on God's case against Israel, 
His desire for justice, and the call to 
live righteously. 

Day 4: Read Malachi 7 
Contemplate the prophet's lament 
and hope for God's mercy and 
forgiveness towards His repentant 
people. 



Key Themes 
The book of Malachi addresses 
issues of faithfulness, social justice, 
and ethical conduct among the 
people o f I s rae l . I t ca l l s for 
repentance, warns of the coming 
Day of the Lord, and promises 
restoration for those who turn back 
to God. Ul t imately, Malachi 's 
message reminds the people of 
Israel of their need to remain faithful 
to God and His covenant.  

The Day of the Lord 
Malachi speaks about the coming 
"Day of the Lord," a t ime of 
judgment and purification when God 
will intervene in human history to 
restore justice and righteousness. 
This day will be a time of both 
judgment for the wicked and 
deliverance for the faithful. 

Repentance and Restoration 
Despite the people's fai l ings, 
Malachi encourages them to repent 
and return to God. He offers the 
promise of restoration and blessings 
if they turn away from their sinful 
ways and obey God's commands. 

God's Unchanging Nature 
Throughout the book, Malachi 
emphasizes the unchanging nature 
o f G o d . H e c o n t r a s t s t h e 
faithlessness of the people with 
God's steadfastness and reliability, 
highlighting the importance of 
trusting in God's promises. 

Bible Study 
Day 1 - Malachi 1 

• What was the spiritual condition of the people during the time 
of Malachi's prophecy? 

• In what ways can we relate to the issues faced by the people in 
Malachi's time? 

• What was God's concern about the offerings brought by the 
people? 

• Are there areas in your life where you struggle to give God your 
best? How can you improve in those areas? 

Day 2 - Malachi 2 

• What were the issues of spiritual leadership during Malachi's 
time, and how did it affect the people? How can leaders today 
learn from the mistakes of the priests in Malachi's day? 

• What role do we play in supporting and praying for our 
spiritual leaders? 

• How can we apply the principles of faithfulness, integrity, and 
reconciliation in our relationships? 

• In what ways can we demonstrate God's love to those 
experiencing brokenness and pain in their marriages or 
relationships? 

Day 3 - Malachi 3 

• Who is the messenger mentioned in this passage, and what 
significance does he have in God's plan? 

• What does the refining process symbolize, and how does it 
relate to our lives as believers. In what areas do you need God's 
refining and purifying work in your life? 

• How did the people rob God, and what were the 
consequences of their actions? How can we apply the 
principles of tithing, giving, and stewardship in our lives today? 

Day 4 - Malachi 4 

• What is the day of the Lord, and what does it mean for 
believers? 

• How does the promise of God's coming restoration encourage 
us during difficult times? 

• How can we prepare ourselves for the day of the Lord while 
living in the present? 


